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" & GREAT 8 of Berlin, to whom 
1 related the adventures of Alexander Schell, 
a lieutenant in the Pruſſian ſervice, was de- 
ſirous to ſee them publiſhed ; and this 1 is 5 
taſk I the more freely undertake, becauſe L - 
perfectly recollect thoſe incidents which 1 


ſhall inſert related by himſelf” at Aix-la- 2 3K 


Chapelle, in 1776. His letters and Fee 
have loſt, three of the former only excepted, 
which will be hereafter read. The 8 
of our travels through Poland, written by. 


him, I have inſerted. | in the firſt volume of 
this work. Re LEE e 


a — 


1 have fahfully depictdd tits » virtues; a 
his defects; and, ſhould the cold landete 
diſdain ſuch narratives, I ſhall nevertheleſs 
have the ſatisfaction of knowing that the at- 85 
tention of readers leſs rigorous will be fixed © 
by the originality of his character, and hat 
. will pardon ſome of the wWeakneſſes af 
- humanity, remembering the goodneſs of be 
heart, and his other eſtimable n | 
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LEX ANDER SCHELL, wh tis 3 
11 ſtory is ſo intimately connected with : 
my own, and which my readers may wiſh to 
peruſe, was of a good family of the cixele u 
Suabia. His mother was of the houſe of * 
Lowenſtein; his father-was. reduced to pos. 5 7 : 
verty by an unfortunate law-ſuit, This is all E 
that I know of his origin. | Schell, the anz 19 
of whom I ſpeak, entered into the 1 5 
ſervice, in the regiment of Wee N 
Which the duke beſtowed on the king. +; 

In conſequence of ſome quarrels, and other” 
bee pranks, he, in the year 1744 was. 
bent to the e We of! Murſchefall.. 
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are moſt ſenſibly felt by Pruſſian officers, 
who never beeome ſoldiers, that they may 


0-5 
It is well known that theſe kind of changes 


grow grey behind the walls of a fortreſs, in 


company with aqvalids- and men acknow- 


ledged worthleſs. Schell, who in reality 
was far from one of the latter, could not but 


be excetdingly diſſatisfied with his (tate ; 
he wiſhed for nothing more than a favour- 
able occaſion to deſert. From his family 


7 WS received. nothing, .and his wants. were 


many. He was much addicted to ugh; 


3.4 Wa ba) kg 7 


but his amorous difpoſition and inconſtancy 
kept his pockets continually empty. 


„ 


His chagrin may well be imagined; when 


he beheld himfelf a lieutenant in a ten 
| battalion, with an income fo trifling, without | 
conſolation for the derer or hope for the 


EE Wee: 
le therefore determined to "fy 85 
1 Glatz the very firſt opportunity that ſhould | 


— 


To this it muſt be added, that gene- 


£ Fal Forkjver governor of that citadel, was his 9 
FE perſecutor, and put him under arreſt for the 
1137 moſt E fault; n alter Schell 
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ray of 


had compoſed a aue which Was erer 
where circulated, on the amorous intercourſe | 
between the daughter of the yrs and 5 1 : 
the town- major Deg: i - 2: 1 
It was at this very time, and at a moment |. 
when he feared he ſhould be arreſted for 
debt, that lieutenant Bach propoſed to hint 
to ſupply me with the means of flight, and 
thus to procure himſelf a RE by r ren- ; 
"Is me ſervice,” ! 8 | 8 4 = 
His heart was good and compationie. > = I 
he had long been affected by my -midfore,"; 1 
tone; yet he afterward avowed that thetho-- 
tive, which Pr: Ws fe: decided kim wa, ad 


himſelt on don F ouquet. e 
Mere not theſe circun eee 
every man mult be aſtoniſhed to read in my x 
hiſtory that a perſon to whom 1 was” un qi 
known, who was under no. obligarions to Ml 
me, ſhould determine, while himſelf an offi - = 8 
ce er on guard over me, to fly in mid-day with 3 
* a a priſoner of - ſtate, and thus to expoſe Hi 2 1 
ſelf to an infamous and certain death had be. 


e 1 taken. It may be added; never 9 
3 | 6 3 OO 


9 
was a more imprudent nor a more daring 
undertaking. 
We conceived an inclination and . 
ſhip for each other on our firſt converſation, 
and he further hoped to make his fortune by 
my means. We were betrayed, as I have 
related: a friend gave him information of 
this, and he might have eſcaped by himſelf, 
but he had promiſed to reſtore me to free- 
dom. He likewiſe might have reflected, 
that, having neither money nor reſource, he 
would find himſelf in a foreign country, and 
in the moſt deplorable of ſituations. In great 
| ? Y danger, he wanted neither courage nor for- 
©  titade... He was naturally inconſiderate, and 
| j P always yielded to the firſt emotion. 
His honour, likewiſe, was engaged to keep 
bis word with me: and theſe circumſtances 
1 united, induced him to take the deſperate re- 
ſolution of dying, or eſcaping in my company. 
He daringly faced danger, preſerved his pre- 

' ſence of mind, and, aided by him, I executed 
an enterpriſe, which, becauſe it was ſucceſs- 
BM * has been more admired than blamed. 

1 Never yet, unsren. did 1 "On e 
1 . - man. 


181 a 
man who. had the courage, or the Is. 
for me, to perform a like action. ; 

On our return from Thorn to Vienna wal _— 
paſſed - through Warſaw, where we made M Y 
ſome ſtay. Schell left me in the alternoon, 
and returned late to our lodging, without». - 
ſpeaking | a word concerning where he had 
been, or what he had donne » 

On the morrow we went to Snicc 3 it 
happened to be the time of the fair, and I | 
determined to exchange the horſe of Schell, = 
becauſe he was lame. © Since the horſe | 

e will be yours,” ſaid I, it. is but right? 'Y | 4 
« that you ſhould pay the additional money 'Y 
in exchange Schell immediately burſt: - 
into a laugh, took out his empty purſe from = 
his pocket, and ſaid, “ left all my money:: © 
ce at the billiard-table at Warſaw; when me 1 
“ horſe can go no farther, I will follow you + - 4 p 
on foot; I neither want horſe nor money.” IM 

I was ſurpriſed at this proof of „ ; } 

leſs folly; but what was to be done? 1 

could only pay the money in exchange, and * 
we journeyed on to Vienna. Here a neèẽmũ 
misfortune befel the ſecond horſe. \ When: 
5 a - BF 
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0 0 
Schell wanted money, and intended to have 
ſold him for two hundred florins, he found 
him ſtrangled by his halter at the manger. 
We had not been a month in chis city 
ie I had the good fortune to obtain a 
commiſſion for him, of firſt lieutenant, in 
the regiment of Pallavicini, through the in- 
| - tereſt of prince Charles of Lorrain, to: whom 
he had been recommended by my couſin 
Trenck. This regiment was in Italy, * 
deſtined for the ſiege of Genoa, 
I equipped Schell, gave him money, and 
ſent him on his journey. Some time after, 
when 1 ſuppoſed him already with his regi- 
ment, I received a very laconic letter from 
him, dated at Gratz, in which he informed 
me that fortune had played him a new trick, 
that he had loſt all his money, his watch, 
and horſe, and that if I could not once more 
_ affiſt him; he muſt manage for — in 
be beſt manner he was able. 
I happened at this: time to haue debe | 
2 Cty: from Berlin, and ſent him five hun- 
dred florins, with Which he proceeded. into 
* | ar wr as However was little 
more 


* hs 


3 


highly aggravated his fault was, that he « 


LY vice of the Genoeſe. 


prudently, made uſe of the regimental ma- 


ney; when, having no better expedient; h 


deſerted in company with a forager. Whit: 


2 


af — 


tered into the ſervice of a power with which? 
the Imperialiſts were then at war. He ſent 
me information, in a tone of the utmoſt le 


vity, that he was now a corporal it in ths ſer=) 


+ > 


- The behaviour of Schell was highly i o 
rieuz to all Pruſſian officers who after him 


entered into the ſervice of Auſtria; but he 


was N incapable of a reflection of chis 
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Worte for him I Riga an _” 
nity. of recommending him to the Venetian 


ambaſſador. at Vienna: I once more ſent 
hun money, and was ſo active in his behalf 5” 4 | 


that in the ſpace of a tew ne obtained; 


a commiſſion. - 7 


Strange to tell! he cuitted this ſerving! ip 


very ſame year, ab entered: as 4 commos 9 
1 8 Ei, 4 


9 


mote ſucceſsful than the former. He lad! 1 
imprudently borrowed of a friend to pay his 
gaming debts, and afterward, ſtill more ima \ 
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n 
ſoldier under the duke of Modena. He ſent 
me notice of this change, and requeſted aſſiſt- 
ance. Baron Lopreſti, of whom I have fo 
often ſpoken in theſe volumes, had friends in 
Modena ; and I once more obtained a com- 
miſſion for, and once more equipped, Schell. 
His own perſonal ſafety, however, conſtrain- 
ed him then to aſſume the name of Leſch. 
Unhappy is the deſtiny of a man who is 
obliged to conceal the name of bis family, 
before he dare _affocjate among worthy men. 
This misfortune - happened to Schell; al- 
though he poſſeſſed, in reality, a ſenſible and 
good heart; but his paſſion for play, and 
total want of thought, led him aſtray from 
the paths of honour, and brought him to 
wandler over the earth like a vagabond. 
Once more, thanks to my intereſt, behold 
him a licutenant in Modena, where he was 
generally beloved and eſteemed, and where 
be had taken the firm reſolution of never 
1 gaming moie, and of leading a leſs diſſipated 


4 life. Perhaps he would have executed in- 
1 tentions ſo wiſe, but they were rendered 


1333 44400 * his former follies a 
3  þ | At 


At the requeſt of the duke of Modena the = 
empreſs-queen ſent ſome of her officers to ü 
inſtru@ his regiment in certain new militarx 
manceuvres, and, among theſe, unluckily, 
happened to be two officers belonging to te Ml 
regiment of Pallavicini. No ſooner was Schel! ³ü 
informed of this, than, dreading to be diſco- 

vered, as he infallibly muſt have been had he 
ſtaid, he once more deſerted from Modena, and 
entered, as a common ſoldier, in the ſervice 
of Sardinia, in the Swiſs regiment of Souter. 
Again he wrote, to inform me of this ne, 
change, but I was then mourning in my dun- l 2 
geon at Magdeburg, totally unable to be 43 
uſe to him or myſelf, When releaſed from 1 
my chains, in December 1763, and once = WP 
more permitted to appear on the ſcene, I ſent 1 
to inquire after my friend at Modena, but 
could hear no tidings of n or what be N 1 : 
WAS. . | # 

Happening, in 1 a to de at ae Hill 355 
the Sardinian envoy at Vienna, 1 there, by 
chance, met a captain Renard, of the Swiſs. Co 
- _ regiment of Souter. The converſation-turn-: 4 „ 
18 8 on many Pruſſian officers, whom fortune : 


6 75 

had in. treated, and Renard highly praiſed a 
perſon of the name of Leſch, who ſerved in 
his company in the quality of foragingſſecre- 
tary. Aſter various queſtions and inquiries, 


I perceived this Leſch could be no other than 


my friend Schell. I immediately wrote to 
him, and received-an anſwer, which deſerves 
| to be remembered. I ſent him money, but 
this be teturned, and, informed me, that he 
had no longer any need of aſſiſtance; that he 
had bidden adieu to all ſuperfluous vanities ; 
| | that he hved tranquilly on the perquiſites of 
his place, on what he gained by teaching lan- 
guages, drawing, and muſic, and by his know- 
ledge of embroidery; and that theſe, together, 


procured him much more than was neceſſary. 


He added, that he was eſteemed, beloved, 
and ſought after ; that he was in good health, 
had learned to be an œconomiſt, and that he 
would not change his ſituation for the moſt - 
ſplendid fortune; finally, that he never more 
S would receive any thing from me; that I had 
| was time I ſhould take care of myſelf. 
"Aﬀetted as ] was wp his preſent manner of 
Ban ö — 


in his garriſon at Alexandria, and deſirous of 


| ( - 283 . 
thinking, L made various propoſitions to him 
for the improvement of his fortune; but he 
perſiſted in his reſolution, contented to remain 


nothing more than of once Nin jugs me 
before he dice. 

In 1772, when 1 was at m 
L was aſtoniſhed to ſee Schell, my friend, en- 
ter my chamber: the reader of ſenſibility will 
eaſily imagine my joy. He had walked. on- 
foot from the farther part of Europe to Aix- 
la Chapelle, purpoſely to ſee me. He re- 
lated his hiſtory to me circumſtantially; ; but of 
this J have forgotten the greateſt part + I only 
remember that many of the mien were 
| exceedingly romantic. N 

Pleaſure was the only end of ki eiiie = 
His love of Italy had originated in his love of = 
pleaſure. Purpoſely to procure himſelfthe ſoci-— 
ety of the moſt youthful, and the moſt charm- 8 
ing, of the female ſex, he had learnt to em- 
broider i in gold, and to perform the moſt cu 1 
rious works of women. He alſo taught them 
ſeveral languages, wrote charming verſes, = 
0d; by his talents, had made himſelf ſo agree = 
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able to the 8 he delighted in, that he 
had paſſed the laſt fifteen years of his life in 

the manner he thought moſt delightful. 

Hie continued four months at my houſe, 
during which he amuſed himſelf in inſtructing 
my children. This office he performed with 
peculiar kindneſs and affability, and gained 
the affection of all to whom he was known; 
but he laved a peaceable and retired life ; he 
Was, in reality, become a moſt rational man. 
His mind, that had formerly been ſo quick, 
ſo alive, had loſt its vivacity ; he was thought - 
ful, abſent, and often unconnected in conver- 
ation. The change became ſo great, that his 
only occupation was to read, or to walk in 
his chamber, with an air, inevery appearance, 
of profound melancholy. I ſoon obſerved 
that time was tedious to him at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, and that his heart ſighed for Alexan- 
dia. 
When be had beenn month at my houſe, 
3 as he was walking, deep in thought, he fell 
into one of the moats of the city, and diſ- 
4 located his ſhoulder, in which ſtate he was 
4 brought. home. 2.208 
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Ld * 
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His patience and fortitude/1 inthis ſituation | = 
were remarkable ; he 4 not utter a fin le 
complaint. N * 
After his recovery, he wrote ſome poetry, 
but his verſes were very unequal to thoſe he 
had written in the fire of youth. When 1 be- a 
held him, and contemplated his countenance. 
and behaviour, I could not avoid foreboding 
that my poor friend Schell would ſoon be- 
come inſane. f 

| He was conſcious of this himſelf; but, ſaid 125 
he, I have a ſmall quantity of powder, very” 
proper to cure this misfortune, as well as 
every other infirmity of old age, and by the 1 
aid of which men en n all "Gs eden 4 
of fate. EL 1 1 7 he I «vl 

The temper of che man, however, ſtill 2 
cortineed the ſame. Had I ſaid to him; Ml 
« Schell, thou muſt avenge my cauſe, a def. 
« potic king has rendered me miſerable,” = 
Jam certain he would have gone to Pot. 
dam, without ſtaying a moment to confider; 1 | 

and on the public parade would have executed 
dll chat revenge could have inſpired.” 
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He ſhowed me the ſcars of ſiateenꝰ wounds, 

et of which he had received in defence of 

my honour. He never dre his ſword that 

he was not wounded. He had fractured his 
arm, and bones in both feet, by accidents;— 


| thanks to thoſe eternal reveries which, in 
| broad day light, led him to the edge of ſome 


—— — 


precipice | His {word was in his hand on the 
ſmalleſt occaſion, and he a in the face 
of 8 4 1 | 
The ſtories of his youthful W were 
come of them — I much regtet that 
his writings, both philoſophical aud moral, 
never fell into oy hands, and that they. were 
buried with himſelf. He made great pro- 
- gels i in the ſtudy of anatomy, and his ole 
” purpoſe was to diſcover whether there really 
could be any thing immortal in the body of 
man, and, if poſſible, to explain, what actu- 
- ated the machine, and what was che origin of 
dur paſſions, without having recourſe. to me- 
| A en V 


| * One edition reads four.” * ST 2 1 
3 The boy is ſaid to haye cut open * b ue % 
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541 wiſhed him to have remained longer with 
me; but his leave of abſence was almoſt end · 
ed, and he deſired to return and die at Alex: 
andria. One day, I perceived his uſual taci- 
turnity and gloom were increaſed, and the 

next morning I found Schell was departed, 
and had left the bv OE letter on "IN 
bureau.” 


& « My. Friend, 5 5 SS „ 1 | 
« You already aw many e : r 
Acer more you may have, who can ay? 
Fou are happy i in the pofſeffion of the moſt 
10 amiable of wives; I am but a burthen to 
* yau; you are little enabled to be at any 
* expence for me, and 1 am not, at preſent; 
« jnconſiderate enough to abuſe your friend 
6 ſhip. The duty of a fatheris now, to you, »- 
« the moſt ſacred of duties. I return con- 2 
ce tented with baving once more ſeen e © 
* and with leaving you in good health. 
e Moſt probably, we never half” meer 
« again. Do not diſturb yourſelf concerning 
3 me; 10 am in need of nothing, and ſhall _ 
| 36 find every thing NE to "oy app 11s 775 
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6 
* at Alexandria : your company alone will be 
10 wanting; but of that it. is proper I ſhould 
 * deprive myſelf. I would not that you 
. ſhould ſuffer the leaſt injury for my ſake. 
10 Perverſe and wicked men have robbed 
you of your fortune. If there be an eternal 
God, who interferes in the affairs of men, 
ce he will become your ſupport, he will re- 
« ward, he will preſerve and make you happy | 
te in your family. If not, and ſhould even 
e your virtues and your labours all be loſt 
de to futurity, yet do they, in this world, find 
4 noble recompenſe, i in the conſcious recti- 
* tude of the heart. In the enjoyment of 
te this, few-men, indeed, will be found your 
de equals; conſequently you are happy! your- 
CL . and in defiance of fate. 
% To me you owe nothing; you have 
. n more ſor me than even gratitude and 
friendſhip themſelves could exact. 
_« True it is, I brought you from Glatz; 
but perhaps your after - ſufferings would 
have been much leſs ſevere, had I never 
75 & exiſted. What Idid, likewiſe, I did more 
7 « * from reſentment to the king; and to Fov- 
Ee, quert, 
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. e than from the deſire of ſerving 501 
« therefore was not my enterpriſe the pure 
cc effect of commiſeration and affection, —my 
© intereſt bore a part in it. I was ſtripped 
* of all ſupport, and aſhamed of living, de- 
« ſpiſed in a garriſon regiment. I repent 
« not of the actions of my life, being certain 
* that my follies did but tend to make me a 
_ © wiſer and a better man. 1 believe in this; 
* you think like me: I am ſatisfied with the 
* time preſent, and ee 
er that to come. Laß, ng 2 
Should monarchs, lg, do* you * 

te e in any degree, fail not to write to 
« me, x 8 23 
_ « Your ſon Joſeph, bees your ir Guidelid) 
« poſſeſſes all the qualities neceſſary to be- 
« come a great man; the conviction of this 
© has given me much pleaſure, and muſt W 
* you be a ſubject of infinite ſatisfaction. 
« Tell your reſpectable lady that I honour 
ce her, return her thanks for all her kindneſs, 
« and congratulate the choice ſhe made of a. 
man who knew her worth. Ves, my friend, 

| you are happy i in a wife, and therefore | 
3 © muſt | 


AA. 


0 
— 
-N 

Y * 

2H f 

| 1 

* 4 


— 
* 


H 
* ** 
. . 4 * 
. ; 05S . - 4:2 
* \ * 
' 4 J . 1 
o * * * - 
' « A . . 
, 1 $$ 1 1 
. 5 . E 4 - * 
F * þ = 0 $ * 5 1 g F * p 
# \ * 4 * «YZ 
of 4 : - A1 ar = f 4 k 1 * < / 7 1 4 
1 1 | 924 1 1 | ; r i ES, wn 4 
8 | a. 4 : 3 5 | f he: - L 7 * * 1 5 : 
. AG EIT Nr — . * * io. * „ne Z r is | \ Ni + er. Bal tc 4 : l | i : ; 
* = * * 8 2 
— q ha N G - * 7 q - — 
= Ty * — — — > — ” * K — © Py * — 
CY» 7? - r — — = 7 — av F 2 8 — — _y * * < 4 K 
— 3 — — — © + $9 7 AT. < == b 3 2 — 5 2 75 A — e — * 7 8 2 SEN GX" I. 28 . — > n 2 _ 8 
— 3 * 4 — * r 3 : 8. 5 Ft by ws : 2 1 — — r - 2 — 2 —— — : 72 >> SES * 2 - w 
. 4 — * - . L 2 7 8 5 N 0 f s WY + tht 4 4 * * 
x 5 — 2 "> - =p - e 1 — . . . * N { KS 2 -< $ ST rn 3 * 
1 7 wb 1d as v rr — - mw 2 ab + bf 4 —— — "> ks x a I 
vas © C "2 os teat as = * | <4 . a4 8 3 + = * 7 © 
N „ ary % 9 | - if "4,1 =" + + . « > 5 5 « „„ * Re” „ ST, a7» 
- 3. <4 : A - # . 1 na 7 k * 755 — _———. E. 
- a — ray 9 8 4 cid 2 72 * e : _— — 


- 
f 5 5 1 * 
* 7 A n. 
4 4. . 
ub 
4 1 > 1 - : 11. . 
\ . * # : A * +" & 4 . 
N 2 X ˙ 1 24 * 42 6 "I" #7 
- 2 — — — — — es 88 2 3 
re Tr mtg om congrats: — —— T S— => 
2 — — ne; — _ - 1 * . 
e nes : F A 1 8 - 
pgs "I r EO > Mb n ER. 
» - hy 43 K HR 7 2 4 
. 8 . S512 WY a WE js 1 7 Far + TDs. + — « N 
5 = — * — 5 4 N = . 4 
—_ - Sw 4 TT ws SAY £ LF» 4 . 1974 5 
n r 0 A 4 i inns IONS 
24 oat ts » _—_ - ee. =_ = _ He 


— — 5 
+ - EIS >» 
13 * 


CE 
_ ki. 3—-— WS -.. - - 


t. 220 
« muſt certainly have no cauſe to repent « to 
find yourſelf an inhabitant of this earth. 
When I perceive I can live no Ges 
1 will ſend you a laſt letter. It is your 

«duty to remain here; you have children, 
« whom you muſt not deſert. I know no 
“other cauſe of regret for your ſake, ſhould 
6 misfortune in future befall you. 
he under no concern relative to the ex. 

« pences of my journey. I have the watch 
ee which you gave me, as well as the ſix gui- 
ce neas with which I was to have paid the 
tailor; and my feet will ſtill render me the 
©-ſame ſervice they performed thirty years 
ago, when we travelled er through 

ce Poland. 4 

ee Were we not, even then, much 5 

N pier than princes, who are whirled luxuri- 
*© ouſly in coaches ue their deſolated 
6 countnes ? 5 1 

ee I leave you the journal of 5 fingular 
76 Wieapediinn which I preſerved, that it might 
recall to your mind the incidents well worthy 


| * of finding a place in the hiſtory of your life 


May you live in health and happineſs“ 


r | | % May 


8 * 23 3 WS : 
«may you live diſtant from courts, and un- 
cc embarraſſed by public affairs | for the di 
« charge of which you are but ill-fitted by 


4 your dauntleſs candour. They would but 


bring you into new troubles.” Quit Aix- 


« la- Chapelle alſo if you can; you are * | 
© teſted by the monks ; hypocrites will never 


« want: occaſion to injure you, and, in your 
et decline of life, will find the means to rob 


4 you of that repoſe you have fo well de- 
e ſerved. God preſerve you from their ve- - 


* nom. I tremble while I recollect this, ac- 
te quainted as I am with your daring ſpirit. 
Let me intreat you to become ſorne- 


te treat you to act leſs generouſly toward an 
« ungrateful world; in fine, let me intreat 
« you to become more prudent. 


« Should we ſee clearly, and think nobly, 


« yet were it beſt to ſigh, be filent; and wiſely 
ec to enjoy: 2 act, and ſo ſhall nothing be 


wanting to your tranquillity. Avoid Vi- 
* enna—There, thoſe who have Heghlly 255 

* acquired, will illegally endeavour to main: 8 I 
| #4 rain / themſelves in the poſſeſſion f four. 


« eſtates.” 
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£ eſtates. The empreſs acts under the guid- 
i ance of her prieſts, from whom you can ex- 
pect nothing but contempt and perſecution, 
- Be the paſt a leſſon to you, and a guide 
0 for the future. Hope nothing from unre- 
te lenting princes; riſk nothing for the barren 


c © honourof rendering them ſervice; let your 


< future motto be, I ſeek only virtue. 
e We have almoſt run our race; we both 
« ſoon alike ſhall ceaſe to be; but we both | 
« are acquainted with death, and ſhall ad- 
e vance to meet him with a ſerene front. So 
© Jong as I have life I ſhall be ready, at all 
times and on all occaſions, as I ever have 
« been, to part with that life 1 in_defence ot 
« your injured honour, 
-- © Tn. this reſolution, and impreſſed with 
« the livelieſt gratitude, this day departs one, 
8 "mo. to his laſt breath will remain 
« Your friend, 
2 ALEXANDER SCHELL. < 
It may well he ſuppoſed I was dns 
affected by this farewell, and by the manner 
of! it ei when I had no means of con- 
Fig > veying 


Ex he! 


4 26 ) 
veying the money to my friend, neceſſary to 
perform his journey. Some few days after, L 
was obliged to go to Vienna. While I was in 
Frankfort, I, by chance, met in the ſtreet the 
worthy Schell, who was there endeavouring 
to gain intelligence concerning his parents. 
We continued two days longer together, and 
I did every thing in my power to diſſuade him 
from purſuing his journey, but in vain. It 
was with great difficulty I could prevail on 
him to accept twenty guineas, by the aid ef. . 
which he might arrive, with ſome what les Mi 
fatigue, at his place of deſtination. At length, | { 
we both took an eternal and laſt ale. and 
parted. N 2 : _— . 
4 About three wks . Unie che 15 9 
following letter from him at Vienna i 


7 


— 


« Dear friend, 5 — 

e Frankfort you obliged 1 PETE. = 

| * twenty guineas, money which belonged: rv WM 
; * your children, and che depriving yourſelf || I 
* of which was, moſt probably, of great in- YN | -- 
— Sc 
* compenie your benevolence, ay yogi. = 
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1 
ce tuous man, participate the ſenſibility, the 
« pleaſure, the good, which accompanied 


| 4 theſe twenty guineas in the cottage of a 


poor peaſant! May the benedictions be 


© verified, with which your name was pro- 


te nounced by an old man of eighty- two, al- 


moſt expiring with hunger, in company 


* with his wife, and the remainder of his 


ce family! Benedictions, uttered with eyes 


«'raiſed to Heaven, when their long-loſt 


e ſon, Schell, fo unexpectedly entered their 


ce wretched cabin, and with him brought the 
ce means of aid and conſolation ! 

Oh, noble Trenck, that I could deſcribe 
te the ſcene ſuch as it really was.! then, in- 
ce deed, ſhould you weep. During four and 
te twenty years, my parents had never re- 
te ceived any intelligence of me, and ſup- 


e poſed me dead. I knew they had been 


cc ruined by a law ſuit in the imperial court, 


£ and I would not add to their misfortunes 


er by informing them of my own. 
5 « My father had diſcarded me from his 


« heart, after having heard I. had fo lightly 


46 _ the Pruſſian ſervice after being 


WE. ; 1 6 told 


Id 


4 | 
& told that my name was nailed up to the gal- 
e lows at Ghz!” 1 1 


« My mother had wept ; but the afflictions 


« of her family, and the poverty of her other 
60 children, had effaced from her memory him 


«whom ſhe had formerly hoped would be- 


* come the ſupport of her Hs and the 


« prop of her old age. 1. 


« My eldeſt filter 1 lag ant * 


« with hunger, in her bed, where ſhe had 
twelve years lain paraly tic. The youngeſt 4 
« was inſane, and her diſtracted fits were = 
« ſometimes ſo violent that ſhe was e | 
to be tied down. | my * 
« My eldeſt brother, mio. had choad 
« the rank of major in the Pruſſian ſervice, 
2 was broken in conſequence of my adven- 
ce ture at Glatz, and is, at preſent, a corporal '$ . 
ce in the ſervice of Denmark, where he has Eo 
ce taken another name. My formerly brave, 
= and now ancient father, all in rags, and af- 
« flicted with the dropſy, was ſeated i in an 
e old arm chair; and my aged mother, of bf i 
te ſeventy, was obliged to act as ſervant, nurſe, 2 E 


Fc and Provider, for the whole: houſe, 
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* A. the time char! arrived, ſeveral days 
« had paſſed, and they had nothing better 
r than dry bread for their food, waiting the 
© end of the month. You have been inform- 


ed that the prince, by whom they were 


c ruined, granted them a penfion of nine 

' © florins per month“! For this they were 
« obliged to pray for him, thank him, and 
# tremble in his preſence. 

% They had no fire, and thefe poor old 
«© people were crouching clofe together, half 
naked, to keep each other warm. That 
t very day they happened to mention their 
« Joſt ſon; they were exhorting each other 

« paticntly to endure their afffictions; and 

< white thus ſuffering, I entered their hut, 
10 made myfelf known, and brought chem 
ce ad. | 
God of Heaven! where are the words 
«that ſhall deſcribe what I felt ?—I ſtood 
„ motionleſs, at beholding wretchedneſs like 


. TP. and dumb! They were dumb alſo. 


-« een recollected ] had guiĩneas, 


| has twenty ſhillings, 


_. 7 ; 
. | | | « and 


0 29 
lde chem on the table. — Is this mo- 
« ney thy own, my ſon ? ſaid my mothe 


8 
5 es, mother, anſwered I, they are honours. 5 25 9 
ably acquired; I bring chem to yield Wes” | 
_ * momentary ſupport. | 
_ . * Surpriſe and joy fluſhed in every Fs 
my aged father bathed me with his pater - 
nal tears, and my mother hung, weeping, 
treated ſhe might once again make a good 
« meal, and her ſtill more unfortunate ſiſter 
« leaped. and capgreds... without Koowiag 1 
5 here fore. ; 
e Aﬀer we had in ſome degree recovered Ml 
| A our proper ſenſes, and I had briefly an- 
, s {wered their inquiring queſtions, a fire was Mi 
k made, and meat was put down to roaſt. 
Ves, my friend; the family ſeated them- 
$ « ſelves round a table, that had long not been 20 1 hi. 
« ſo loaded, and I had the pleaſure to regale 4 
ec them with your money, to revive my p- Þ | 
Fo _ © rents, languiſhing in miſery, and on the = 
"> * borders, of the grave, and to change the 
« paternal malediction into the Rnceren ble. = 
« {ings and * W 
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. 
On To you am TI indebted for this day of 
: cle brighteſt, the happieſt of my life ; 
for had I not had your money, 1 ſhould 
never have returned to the houſe of my 
ce father. Tis true, alſo, I never ſhould 
have been a ſpectator of wretchedneſs like 
<their' I and ſhould have died teckleſs and 
indifferent. 1 now have : an additional re- 
e ſon to live; I have parents to provide for, 
* * and they ſtand in need of proviſion. I will 
. «haſten to Alexandria, haſten to obtain mo · 
- © ney for their ſupport, for now only do 1 
= begin to be reconciled to life. 
4 ſhall not infofm you in what place | 
5 5 ſound this moſt unfortunate family: vou 
4 would deprive me of the ſatisfaction of la- 
36 bouring for them. I well know the bene- 
« yolerice of your heart, and I well know 
«you have nothing you ought to give. 
Vet you ſhall be informed hereafter, and 
| « ſhall become my ſucceſſor, in order that 
0 1 may die untormented, when I feel my 
4 end approach, and ſhall be no more able 


= ” to afford them ſuſtenance, - 


* 1. continued with them nine days, and 
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« three entire guineas were expended in 


© making ourſelves merry. Yeſterday I left, 
« fifteen upon the table, with my watch, and 
« 2 letter, as I did when I took my leave of 
you at Aix-la- Chapelle, and 0 avoided 


the too great pain of parting, '/ 1» | 


I now proceed on foot toward ben 
cc © and certainly. with more true courage — 
« Alexander himſelf, when marching, at the 
t head of his victorious army, toward Babe 
* lon, Never were guineas better expended, 
never employed to a more holy pur- 
« poſe, than thoſe you gave me at Frank- 
« fort. Henceforward I have but one inten- 
cc tion to fulfil ; and this, I hope, will be ful- 


« filled by the exertion of my talents at Ale · 


« andria, Money, my friend, is become a 


T5 thing moſt precious, though my poor pa- 5 © | 


« rents have learnt to vegetate on little. 
Live, my dear Trenck ! live in content 
oy and health! If, ſoon or late, you ſhould 
return to your native country, may you, 
« after a tedious baniſnment, acquire wealth 
* to render thoſe you love happy. If ever 


TE go. ſhould wiſh to bene fit the : children of 
26 8 . 
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6 32 ) 
3 Waldau, recolle& what I ſaid to you in 
8 6 the foreſt near Hammer, when you would 
have taken vengeance on an .unfeeling, 
1 or, perhaps, only a fearful brother-in-law. 
May the Almighty grant you this humane, 
« this Chriſtian conſolation. I hope here- 
* after your proſpects will brighten, and I 
* honour the philanthropy of your heart. 
« Forget me not, I will write to you when- 
t ever I need your aſſiſtance; do you write 
« to me only once a year, and let me know 
-* any fortunate event in the ſituation of your 


4 affairs. This letter will be ſent from 


„Ulm. 1 have written it in Switzerland, and 

a friend will put it into the poſt. May your 

i yirtues preſerve you from new adverſities ! 

and may heaven, or earth, reward you be 

T 

As TI have lived, fo ſhall I die, 

Tour grateful, 

=> And, molt aſſuredly, 5 
Four very Keithful friend, 


oh ALE XANDER SCH ELL,” 
Secretary to the regiment of Sou- 


ter, at Alexandria, in the ſer- 
vice of: the king of Sardinia. 


"Since 


tad 


Since this letter, I received in view. 
from- him, all written in the ſame fiyle: 
ln one of the laſt he informed me that an old 
lady had bequeathed him effects, to the value 
of a hundred and fifty ducats, by will. His 
Joy, at being able to ſend that ſum to his 
parents, who were then living, was inexpreſ- 
fible, Theſe letters I have loſt, and, indeed; 
they would only unneceſſarily. add ag ne 


length of this narrative. {4 
Aſter a ſilence of two year I nene 
the ene; e 2 


« The dying Schel to his friend Trench. "1 3 } 


When this i to your hand 1 
* ſhall be no more; my term 3 
« draws to a concluſion : never did nn 
dear friend, forſake this ſublunaty world 
c with more tranquillity than I ſhall in à few 
2 hours; and after I have once more, with 2} 3 
tt as much preſence of mind as I am capable 
« of, ſent you this laſt e 1 ee 
a ** 
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1 The laſt years of my life have paſſed 


oF undiſturbed away; almoſt had I forgotten 


« that the name of my family was Schell, 


having for forty years aſſumed that of 
Leſch, and having, without regret, bidden | 


ce adieu to all honourable titles. 
« I beheld you happy, my friend, and I 


<« leave you in peace and content, My aged 
e father and mother have been two years 


te dead. I enjoyed the pleaſure of procuring 


e them neceſſaries, and even ſomewhat more, 
e during their few latter days of life. My 


- © paralytic ſiſter died about ſix wecks ago; 


ee and the poor frantic girl knows not that 
<* ſhe wants any thing, therefore wants not. 


She lives merrily in the mad-houſe, and 


_ * imagines herſelf to be the holy Rebecca. 


« The woman whom I loved has lately 


- &« married a young huſband : may he make 
508 her happy ! This is not a moment to in- 


daulge jealouſy. 


« am at this inſtant racked by the . ; 
« nor 1s that all—I am in a conſumption ; 
6s and theſe diſeaſes combined. have ren- 


83 3 F 7 3 ? | 0 & ; c dered 


F 


« ſician has obſerved Finde ymptoms 
« of my approaching end; I myſelf am fully, 


4 ſenſible of them, and, in a few days, « or In, | 
« a few hours, ſhall ceaſe to ſuffer. evi 


* 3 „ 


I have now nothing to hope, and nothing 
te to fear. In this letter I ſend you the laſt, 
« tokens of a long and ſincere pena 
“ My dying ſoul will {till live in you, nor 
© ſhall I be all dead, ſo. long. as. you ſhall. 


« continue to live. My expiring wiſhes for, . q | 


c your proſperity transfix themſelves to this 
% paper——they take their flight from my 
« brain, like a dream, at the moment of my. 
« diſſolution. Live while you may, and 
« haſten not, dear friend, to follow me. 
Honour, fame, and poſterity, to ae 

* « things wholly indifferent. 1 die UDKNOWN, » ; 
© and my name dies with me. Beware 
« of the priſons of Glatz, Magdeburg, and 
Spielberg! Schell dies, and KY NUR find : a 
Schell no more. 25 1 

„ leave no one behind. me. whes dents; 
* in need of your aid, or whom Jam in duty 
* hound to recommend to Nous Mgt 
© <6: TEE... no 


3 3 


« dered me a living ſlceleton. My phy- "2 I 


—— 


I 


4 © a6) 

: : 0. no, my friend! I am no longer any thing 
to you. Could I partake the ſenſibility of 
60 your heart, it would but occaſion me fruit- 
it Jeſs regret, and diſturb the repoſe of this 
te laſt farewell. CAE 

- © © Repine not, weep not, rather laugh; let 
the laſt moments of the crazy Schell be a 
ce ſubject of mirth ;—he himſelf Eas laughed, 
« on the world's great theatre, beholding the 
« deepeſt tragedies ;—lavghing he quirs the 
. fene, and the curtain for ever falls. 
My ſenſes are overpowered, they ſlum· 
« ber, my eyes are inchned to cloſe, and my 

L ſoul withes for reſt: 1 foon ſhall ſleep, and 
4 "er! Neep without dreaming, nor ſhall 1 ever 
A © rife from this bed, to enjoy waking dreams. 
« Oh Trenck, my laft thoughts are friend - 

< ſhip, gratitude, and the moſt ardent prayers 
« for your proſperity. 

Ee” 280 dies, i 

* ALEXANDER, once SCHELL, 
= e at preſent LESCH. 
Z 74 ee 1 _ pans a ESE: 


* = Oo TOP, :! ⁵ I ous Cy TY Oro j —_—_— 
3 . = — 
— * rm r N 


The ow day I received ite Wee 
8 1, 1 wrote 


ew) 


wrote to the regiment; and ths fied Was 
back was, that he had been found dead in 
his bed the 26th of May, having written 


farewell letters to his colonel and his friends, 


by all of whom he was regretted. - His 


captain had made a collection of his heroic 
odes and his ſatires, written in the Italian 


language, which may ſome time perhaps ap- 
INDEED another name; and if they ſhould, 
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de to 3 and * 1 , 


and my honour, with reſpedt to aſſertions com. : a 


Tained in, and offences that bave been taken 
at, my writings. 


1 w 1 by 
4 1 AY 1 : 
W- * 4 5 "I 
* 
N F 5 
0 T the fear of arther difpleaſia ane © 
ing © 


wicked and the vile; not the dread of 9 
ſtill „ by ſharpers, monks, penny ty 


intriguing, 


Peace be to thy manes, i Schell! 9 
Thou wert worthy a better deſtiny ; for the _ Ii 
foibles of thy youth were injurious only: to Il 


„ 


1 
intriguing courtiers, and paltry knaves; no- 
the dread of illiberal and abortive criticiſin; 

nor any, nor all of theſe, here give birth to 

' apology or juſtification. I have more ſeri- 
ous. employment, that of at Jaſt enjoying 
content and eaſe : of terminating a career of 
difficulties, chains, and puniſhment, unpa- 
ralleled with glory. I will no more ſtand 
forth the raſh opponent of ignorant millions. 
It is honour: ſufficient for me, that the wor- 
thy, the virtuous, and the friends of men, 
have been my protectors. Had IJ, indeed, 
only injured this ſmaller part of ſociety, the 
number of my enemies had not been ſo 
great, nor had they been fo all puiſſant: 
| neither would they have been ſo baſe in ar- 


1 tiſfice, fo irreconcileable in hatred. I ſhud- 


der and ſtart back from the precipice, when 
I contemplate the abyſs into which, by raſh- 
ness, or perhaps fortitude, not to be ſhaken, 
I might have been headlong plunged. 
The daggers of ſharpers, gamblers, and 


(- | = monks, all were drawn. Thoſe noble gentle- 
men, who, offended at my eſſay on © True No- 


1 e had'now with their patent titles, pur- 
9 _— chaſed 


8 


TY C9.” 
: - * « A 
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chaſed noble "2" I would have been ah x 3 
were diſpatched. Heaven was promiſed from 
the pulpits as the price of heretical blood. 
Heretic, be it ſaid apart, is the epithet be- 
| ſtowed on thoſe who dare openly attack the 
avarice and ambition of prieſts. The good 3 
old matrons prayed for my ſoul, as for one 
miſerably conſigned to perdition. The de- 
ceivers, and the deceived together, cried— | 
« Crucify him! Crucify him!“ 


a” 
Wh; 


- Unſupported, among theſe e * 


was all.—I will write no more. 


Loet other German moraliſts now enter F 


the liſts; let each perform as much 48. have 


done; and let them not retire from toil, till 


they have reaſons equally coercive to adduce, 


So ſhall: our country ſoon awaken from her 


flumbers, ſoon ſhall learn who are the exe» 
cutioners, the torturers of reaſon ; ; ſoon ſhall 


ſhake off her groſs prejudices, and, by the 
promotion of ſcience, ſhall riſe great and 


- worthy: of herſelf | Her practical Chriſtians 


all: then be more virtuous than were her 
1 dener 


1 4 
— —— 


—— 


1 
* 
D * 1 1 ' 
0p = ——— ly get ”— N 
* ——— —E— 


2 41 13 - 4 
* N : ' #I; F 
8 hr rcltn * 9 „ 
*h —__ * 


= 4 7 A 
— 
- 4 l 
We 


I TI — 
1 


gar, long I lived. Good men approved and 
applauded my writings ; but beben 
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boldday Gints: church dignitaries ſhall 
tremble in their ſtalls, and the renown of 


the ancient German ſhall revive. 
Io obtain a purpoſe fo glorious, have I 
halted with zeal, deſtructive to . 


but, be the conſequences what they may, .it 
were ſinful to repent. dy 


Such being my reſolution, I may here be 


conſidered as an expiring author, who, re- 
| pertant ſmner like, takes a mournful leave 


of the fraternity of reſormers. Thereſore 
do I ſtretch out my hand, deſirous of recon- 


_ ciliation with all who imagine themſelves 
injured by the truths I have told, or who 


have been angered to behold themſelves un- 


"maſked. I hope they will not be fo cruel 
as to demand I ſhould beftow flagellation on 


myſelf, becauſe I erected myſelf a preacher 
of repemance, 'without having firſt ſtudied, 


under a Jeſuit mountebank, in formd theolo- 


Lia. As my irritability is well known, and 
ts I never condeſcended to petition princes 


f . themſelves twice for what I thought my due, 
de adviſed, good firs, and pardon me 


i quickly, or 1 thall . 


td my 


E 


( N | 
my old vice, and defend _ and mY 
with all the fury of a deſperadoe. | 

Kind reader, thou indubitably kane 
conſtitutional diſcaſes are not ealily cured, _ 
therefore wilt not expect I ſhould forget my _ 
nature, and ceaſe to ſpeak and to maintain 
truth. If I ſtrike wide, when battling to 
bring down folly and vice, pardon and diet 
me better So ends my preamble * . "uy 

In the firſt vol cen e dh d 

dication to madam Juſtitia gave ſo much = 
offence at Vienna, that it was prohibited. — 
Whenever in Vienna they ſhall think proper 
to do me right, I will then n a full and 


2 


An abſtra& only of what follows in the German 
is tranſlated : much of it relates to the baron's other 
works; but as thoſe other works, iv fact, form a part = 
of his hiſtory, it will probably not be diſplealing to 

obtain ſome information concerning them.. The 9 ; 
ſtrongeſt paſſages and thoughts have been ſelected, = | | 
the neceſſary. liberties of a free tranſlation taken, and M0 
tranſpoſitions of ſentences made, ſuitable either to 1 4, 
connection or to the ſybjeR, 7. „ "to 3 
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public reparation to the inſulted honour of 
this good lady. N 


R 


My ridicule on the parchment titles of no- 
bility, in the third volume, has ſo much of- 
fended many of our moſt ſerene Dons, that 1 
expected ſome one at leaſt among them 


x 


4 would have mounted his Roſinante, and me 
q kilve defied, detractor and caitiff vile, to mor- 


tal combat. - 
Fortunately for me, I was deceived. They, 
honourable gentlemen; leave hardy enter- 
Priſe, and dire defence, to the ſleeping bones 
of their anceſtors. They can ſerve the ſtate 
in night-caps and morning-gowns; and his 
excellency, the lord high-cook, can ſagaci- 
ouſly iſſue orders that the hare. ſhall be 
roaſted, which his ſerene highneſs, the maſter 
of the hounds, has heroically vanquiſhed. 
Happy conſequence of wiſdom in govern- 


4 | ment! To you, ye ſcions of nobility, do all 


Places of honour, profit, and power deſcend, 


ro, as is by right of birth your. due. Innatcly 


* are br to think and act nobly were 
8 . ſuperfiuous. 


— 


5 ( 43) 
ſuperfluous. Why ſhould you defer or 


inſtruct baſe burghers, or raſcally hinds, who 


moſt humbly, moſt dutifully, are bounden 
to labour and e that Tae _ ſleep and 
fatten ? IE 

What raſhneſs was it in me to write on 
Honour! I, alas! had forgotten that honour, 
and honourable office, depend on the capri- 


cious will of an arbitrary monarch, who alone 


is the fountain of honour, the judge of ho- 
nour, and who alone honour can confer? 
Wherefore did I dream of merit, genius, or 


the native honour of the heart? Fi ie on ſuch _ 
| ignorance ! Yes, ever honourable worthies, 


it is but juſt I ſhould humbly crave forgives 


neſs; I, who have written thus unwittingly, ll 
without permiſſion from the powers that be! 


But ye are avenged, and I am puniſhed. No 


titles have I; no ribbands, ſtars, or glorious i 


badges. Theſe, ſo groſs was my concep- 
| tion, [ ſuppoſed I might have had, and have 


remained an honeſt man 
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I have attended at levees; have dats in * 48 
anti- chambers; have there converſed with Ml 
ancient officers, like me, — alſo. 8 
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Their cicatriſed wounds were ineffectual 
pleaders. The ſpruce gentleman- uſher held 
their names unworthy to be pronounced in 
the royal ear. We diſcourſed on the beſt of 

all poſſible worlds, and iron tears ſtole down 

their manly cheeks. Reaſoning, with bitter 

conference, as we ſtood, we have ſeen a 

ſumptuous vehicle approach, drawn by fix 

ſeeds, proudly champing: before it were 
running footmen; behind, hey-dukes and 

' merry-andrews; and within yes! his 

excellency.! Stately ſtept he forth, by ſlaves 

ſupported in the dangerous deſcent. The 
ſwarming crowd proſtrate themſelves. Yet 
no grim Turk is he, but beardleſs ſeventeen. 

The buttons of his coat were each a diamond: 

over his mighty ſhoulder no gorgon ſhield 

was thrown, but gracefully the broad ribband 
hung. From his pocket pendent was a key. 
All wondered; all aſked—* Who is he 

_ &. that approaches thus with cheek inflated ?” 

Not Boreas, gentlemen—nor Eurus No 

his highneſs, his ſerene highneſs ! a prince 

W * 125 of the empire | a knight of the or- 

I 1 hamberlain, a privy eller ; the 
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ſon of a- uſurer! a lord of eight millions! 
millions which he nobly expends, thus to 
become great! thus to be dignified ! thus to 
be ritled ! Great as he i is now, wang ſhall he 
| be when of age? Bo | 
For one fo mighty, 1 l wall be an 
incumbrance, and thought ſuperfluous ; there 5 
fore hath he written to Rome, and Reme 
ſhall ſend him a father-confeffor, who ſhall 
_ relieve him of the labour of thinking. Pa- Ft 
dua, too, ſhall ſend him a buffbon, with 
black gown and tie wig, who ſhall take 
eſpecial care of his eſtate: Let others aQz 1H 
it is for him only to enjoy. _ 4 4 bf 
Parting from my honeſt n , wake - 
went, deferibed what I had ſeen, for I am 
afraid I never ſhall forſake old habits, but! in- Ip | 
treated the friend to whom I wrote” never 0 ü : 
make my letter public. world, = 
might doubt the ſincerity of my Wes 
Hay, might call this my recantation à fatite! 
a libel! Heaven forbid, my friend For = 
God's fake tear, burn my letter !—flis highs. - 18 
neſs can pay referendaries, advocates, and 
eurators, better than I. I may once again. 
— 8 | become 


5 (46 ) 
become mad—No, no, I will humbly peti- 
: tion.—1 will not increaſe an evil I cannot cure. 
I Toerr is human, but obſtinately to perſiſt 
in error were deviliſn.— Therefore pardon, 
pardon I repent! I will be very good in 
future! My children ſhall not be taught to 
think, for I will provide them with an abbe, 
or an Ex .jeſuit, and they ſhall be educated 

for highne ſſes and cardinals. 

Les, noble Zetto, Kronſdorf, n and 0 
ye other nobles, from A to Z, I deſerve ah 
mighty wrath.— What refuſe to pay for 
your patents of nobility! So well too as 

I knew your worth -I am juſtly puniſhed, 
> —God cternally forbid I ſhould object to 
F your high and noble dignities; I affirm you 
more ignoble in nature than the rudeſt of the 
| rabble—l call you the peſt of ſociety Oh 
no 1-—No, no, no !—T hough you are in the 
| houſe of correction, you have noble ſucceſ- 
ſors, and 1 will write no libel by inuendo 
4 —lleaven bleſs your worthy worſhips ! ! 
Edt the mob bow down before your patent 
titles may your welfare be preferred to that 


ol. Juſtice and Je common-weal! 1 
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ws ye, noble eccleſiaſtics, whoſe alla - 


enki power, trafficking in indulgences, can 
purchaſe ' earthly titles, till your heavenly 
ſhall be.ripe—Ye, who living luxuriouſly, 


yet are certain to die bleſſed ! I hold it fit 
and ſafe here to promiſe. you I will daily re- | 

peat three Pater-noſters, and eke three Ave- — 
Marias; not deſirous ye ſhould read in my 2x 

ſceptical heart all 1 think of ye.—1 know ye : 9 


peruſe not ſuch heretical writings as. teach. 
the duties of the citizen and the man. 
I aſk not your prayers, for, ah 100 Well 


know my poor ſoul has long been conſigued _ 
to perdition—T having even dared to doubt 1 


* - 


that ye are holy ! [ 
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the ſtates of Auſtria, ] was actuated by the © 3, 
_ pureſt and beſt of motives. I openly aſſerted <4 1 
what were the deſerts of the judges of che 
courts; and all Vienna exclaimed againſt the 3 4 13 
raſnneſs of my writings; z yet was it afterwa 4 BL. 1 at 
ſeen they were but prophetical. Experie c — 4 = 
has novghs; a me ene To eee * 1 af 
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abuſes of adminiſtration of juſtice is even 
more dangerous than to reform thoſe of re- 
ligion. How may a private individual make 
the attempt, when the monarch himſelf, fo 
"multiplied, fo rooted are theſe abuſes, dares 
not? Such is the true ſtate of affairs, 

over which I figh and draw the curtain. 
Sinctrely do ] pity thofe who need juſtice. 


In this fame volume I have written con- 
cerning the inviſible vaſſalage of Bohemia. 
Of this J cannot repent, although the angry 
monks have condemned my ſoul to ſome 
millions of years of burning in purgatory. 
But in purgatory I will be content to burn, 
certain of the prayers of all good men for my 
Tpeedy releaſe. Fill this vaſſalage of the 


= mind i is removed, never can the people know | 


the rights of men. Pray, brethren, pray, 
that the fingers with which 1 write this 
may not be changed into a devil's ela! nay, 


<4 though ye ſhould be monks, pray! for I cer- 


= * ſhould tear thoſe unfortunate friars, who 


oy 


ſhould fall into my ws moſt unniereifullgd _ 


guilty of a crime more enormous than? 


nous than the ſeven deadly fins colleQivelys 
Thave ſaid that a gambler by profeſſion could 
not poſſibly be an honeſt man; and that, by 


his ill-gotten gains. Herein have 1 moſt © 2 | 
groſsly and abominably ſinned againſt the hoi 
catholic church, as the faro- table, for the 


ſupplicate the infallible prieſtly -agiſtracy_/ 


: I deſerve, as their high mightineſſes in their © 
Thiſtian charity Ham, to be everlaſtingly 1 SY 
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And, with reverence be it ſpoken, your Life 
theran devils are all as mercileſs. as your 


Franciſcan. t 
: * „ — Me. 8 3 leg | 
1 havs alſo, in my Künne from Spa, beer 


2 


the whole decalogue can afford; more bels 


fair deduction, neither could thoſe who ſhare 


godly plundering of ſtrangers, is there pub= 1 . 
licly licenſed by the biſhop. Therefore, as a 


good Chriſtian ovghr, do I muſt „ 
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for forgiveneſs, wretched ſinner as L am i 
who have publicly dared to doubt this infal-⸗ 
libility. What, though | have written a no 
torious truth, Kill, ſince this truth offends, 
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7 n 
raalted. I had forgotten that they have power 


in heaven; that there they are ſaints, and only 
| remembered that on earth they are raſcals. I 


will write no more on the poiſons of Liege, 
the intrigues of courteſans, the curſes of play, 
but will enjoy ſome ſew days of reſt on this 
fige the grave. I will ſuppreſs the groans of 
a heart chat has been rent, becauſe it could 


not nN the follies and the vices of man. 


The Macedonian t is a poem that, by 
che daringneſs with which it was written, 


y might, indeed, well draw down the-vengeance 


of tyranny. The conſequences of my rafh- 


neſs have been bitter. Frederic acknowledged 


* 


0 


I had written truth; but Thereſa demanded to 


now by whom] had been authoriſed to write 
auth. The poem was prohibited, but eſcap- 
G burning. Honeſt men lamented the daſ- 
dlineſs of their fellow ſlaves, who crouched 
I baſely aided the ravagers of the earth; 
Ale zealous republicans rejoiced. The world, 
"however, ſeems to fink deeper than ever into 
the ſlough of ſlavery. We grovel in the duſt, 
_ offer up ine ffectual prayers that God 
. would 


= - * 
wks be pleaſed to preſerve us from heroes 
and their rapacity. Alas! -new Alexanders, | 4 W 
Tamerlanes, and Frederics, ſhall . and 
__ find new coadjutors. 
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I have alſo, 1 my works, ſaid, 
chat the handſome ladies of Alz- la- Chapelle 


graciouſly ſmile on their handſome young fri- 


ars, and that the noble burghers, their huſe 


bands, wear their budding honours proudly; 
for with them it isa principle that men cannot 
be too much loaded with honour; they there- 4 
fore hold themſelves juſtified in aſſuming titles 
to which they have no claim: good reaſoh is 
there, then, they. 5 ſhould not be defrauded: of 4 p 4 
an honourable appeLarion ſo juſtly their due 


I pretend not that, even at Aix-la- Chapelle; 


the ugly are not virtuous ; but it is exceed 2 b 
ingly true, that they are aſhamed of hens _ 
vinue-" 2 

For my own 3 221 clue india * = 
women, and have been careful not to offend Ba - it 
the handſome, ſo that matrons with me pro- =_ 
_  ſperity, exceptthoſe whoſe conſcĩendes ate put 

ny N guardianſhip, and they indeed © 
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_. frown, mumble anathemas, and ſink me to 


the loweſt of the infernal regions, there in 
eternal darkneſs to affociate with the accurſed 
Luther, and the heretic Voltaire. | 


* pe eee N 1 


4 : 


I mul Aer remark; Fes Hadi al my 
writings, there reigns a manifeſt and decid- 
ed hatred agaiaft knavery, deceit, and ſu- 
perſtition. In the country where I reſided, I 

beheld a herd, an army of prieſts, wallowing 

in luxury, reigning with worſe than deſpo- 
tic authority over the minds of all. What 
rational and thinking man but muſt ſhudder, 
muſt lament aloud, that ſuch multitudes of 
God's creatures ſhould-be thus chained, ri- 
veted in ignorance, by a hoſt of idle impoſ- 
tors, who are, or ought to be, paid to enlight- 
en and inſtruct tuem in all che duties of men, 
but who, on the contrary, live in pride, and 
debauchery, ſuck their very blood, deſtroy 
moral virtues, fraternal and true Chriſtian 
1 duties, and promiſe heaven to the moſt 
abandoned of. Fillains, to o profiigates, ne; 


and aſſaſſins! 3 | 
Oh 


„„ | 1 
Oh God !—How' diſmal, how 'dreadfuk 
is the proſpett! where bigotry has the po] - 
er and the will to kill all the ſeeds of natural 
reaſon! Vet this I beheld wherever the 
ruling prince was a churchman. This I be- 
held throughout the whole Auſtrian ſtates. 
a ſpectacle made my very heart weep: - 
blood; I beheld the Pope, and all his armed 
en as ommpotent in Vienna as at Rome. 
I beheld and wrote. Thoughts friendly 
to the human race inſtinctively flowed from 
my pen. I forgot my own ſafety, - irritated 
the worſt of paſſions in the worſt of men; "ages 
could I wonder I had enemies? 
Irreconcileable in hatred, a prief parks _ 
as wretch who has dared to diſcover” his 3 E 
wickegael and fraud, through ſucceeding _ 
generations, till his name and race be rooted 
from the earth: nor ends here, but, inſatia * i 
ble in revenge, after inflicting” all earthly = 
pangs, delivers him and his over to eternal 3 
' torment. This is what is properly called 
the vengeance of the miniſters of the merei- 
ful aa n Be 
Sorry am } that I could not more ee. 
— „„ ._ 
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1 
| wally aid the poor, deceived, enſlaved world: 


it is under the el of carat witch- 
craft! BY TM 
Inſtead of prohibiting the intermarriages 
and multiplication of Jews, princes would 
effectually ſerve the world, and diminiſh the 
blood fucking fwarm, were they to oblige 
every man to take the following oath before 
he were made a monk. 
That the candidate for this ſtate of ſanc- 
« tity is totally incapable of rendering ſervice 
to his fellow creatures; that he is unfit for 
© a ſoldier, mechanic, or huſbandman; and 
te that he is wholly deftitute of powers, bodi- 
66 ly or mental, to make himſelf uſeful} to 955 


A 


1 * yet to Fear concerning the 
two firſt volumes of this hiſtory, in which I 
have highly offended v various ſpecies of RA 
cel men. 
PFrrederic the Great, who: by that breath of | 
his power, entailed _— arg me, who 
1 We” =. 


* 


655 ) 
gave me ſufficient cauſe to ſpeak truth undiſ⸗ 
guiſedly, will, certainly, in his now enlight- 
ened ſtate, behold the moderate manner in 
which I have juſtified myſelf, with very dif- 
ferent eyes to what he would, had he, while 2 
on earth, peruſed ic with all the perverſity _] 
deſpotic obſtinacy, and clouded by the preju- 
dices of human weakneſs. He now is una- 
ble to prevent my publicly defending that 
honour which had been publicly injured. 

L have ſpoken of him with caution and re- 
ſpect. I have every where excuſed the er- 
ror of a monarch who, being man, was by 
men deceived. Probably he had reaſons for 
not doing me juſtice, which I ſhall nevet -- 
recite, as I will not involve the reputation. ok. 
a friend in my own unfortunate. RY 1 
May he, therefore, reſt in peace. That pos 4 
terity which may erect monuments ta 
fame certainly ſhall raiſe. no pillar of 1 | 
over my grave. This is honour ſuſſicient to 
one unremittingly perſecuted by him, and J 
treated as a malefactor. He is gone am 
here. Tis honour ſuffic E that the r reig n- 
98915 monarch has given unf ſtricted privilegs | | ; 
* 3 | 
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to circulate this hiſtory through his ſtates, 
and that a hoſt of witneſſes to its 'yeracity are 
ſtill living. | 1 
Of what happened to me at Vine I Lhe 
loudly. complained, and boldly written; but 
I have written truths, —truths which the re- 
cords and acts of court will prove, truths 
which the preſent monarch has privileged to 
be publicly circulated in this work. This 
royal privilege, at Berlin and Vienna, is 
_ equally honourable to the n and to 
my veracity. - = 

'The emperor, indeed, has not c thought fir 
to ordain a reviſion of my cauſe, He muſt 
believe the report of his judges, and muſt con- 
tinue ſo to believe, though he ſhould after-. 
ward condemn theſe 2 to 4 the 3 
ſtreets! | 
The honeſt man does not Waben bicaſelf | 
2  nflible, readily acknowledges, when con- 
vinced, he Has been in an error, and is neither 
too unjuſt, nor too proud, to repair the evil 
be has committed by pronouncing a haſty 
a ſentence. - Let rag hope there are judges 
who, hereafter, dra down my warmelt 
5 2 ts bleſſ- 


1 (8 
bleſſings, — their predeceſſors have merited 
my heavieſt maledictions | 
I have alſo ſpoken of general og | 


A perſon had intended to have printed his 


7 As 
b 
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correſpondence with the Great Frederic, but: 


deſiſted from the undertaking, becauſe I had 
not ſpoken of him with proper reſpect. 
Should this perſon, when he ſhall publiſh! 


ſuch correſpondence, wiſh to write an eulo- 
gium on his hero, I; can ſupply! him with A. —_— 


few anecdotes, which will greatly tend to 
illuſtrate his true character 2 
I was my ſelf acquainted with nine worthy 


officers whom he had ruined, and obliged o 


deſert, by his tyrannical conduct. 
1 am well informed of his eruelties toward 


the townspeople of Glatz, whom he e 


to be mutilated and hung. The whole coun- 


try was a witneſs of his barbarity; and although 15 


| 4 


he was loyal to his ſovereign, he ſtill wes a 


tyrant whenever he had the power. W ith 
reſpe& to myſelf, he treated me, while tis! 


priſoner, "1 in the meaneſt nner. 
His conduct toward the 
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it. K public, do his memory but little 
honour. The defenceleſs dead, however, 
ſhall by me be no more named. I deſpiſed 
him living; and men, who act ſo baſely, me- 

rit contempt alſo in the grave. 

Many of the ill deeds of my deceaſed ene- 
mies I have mentioned, becauſe they were 
before well known: many of my living ene- 
mies I have ſpared, and N perhaps, may 
| | give me thanks. 

TI To the poſſeſſors of my Sclavoniah eſtes 
. 1 wiſh good appetites at my board. They 
ſtole them not, but inherited them from fa- 
thers who were deſirous of leaving heirs rich 
in land, and poor in honour. One of theſe 
ſucceſſors of my couſin was, not long ſince, 
confined in the Spielberg. The others are 
not happy. It is poſſible a time may come, 
when my children ſhall ſay—* Begone * 
Fou have long enough enjoyed the Trenck 
e eſtates; it is now our turn!“ —— Happily 
- never yet beſought an alms at my own door. 
The honourable burghers of Dantzic, who 
gave me up, and ſuffered me to be plundered, 
ae 2 ad PEI their ſucceſſors * make 
1 . 


* 
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reparation, as far as is in their Power. Weis 
garten, and Abramſon, are dead alſo. I pity | 
the hangman, who, by ſome unaccountable 
chance, was robbed of his perquilites, for 
Weingarten died a natural death. 46S 


Jaſchinſky is living. I forbore to. viſit 4 


him when at K6nigfberg, for I would not 
remind him, in his old age, of what muſt hang 
gloomy over his memory. He has my for- 
giveneſs. I cannot refrain, however, he: ©: 


2 


berg, he loſt his underſtanding, and became 
lunatic. The whole town was witneſs of this 
ſtrange event. I have, alſo, fully diſcovered 


he was, as I ſuppoſed, the forger of the letter | 0 


which, in the year 1746, was the cauſe of ; 


my ruin. His motive was intereſt : he wass 
indebted to me three hundred ducats. ARS 


part of my rich equipage the preſent ge- 
neral Baron Poſadowſky bought of Jaſchin- 


ſky himſelf ; and he further received. a ſums | 4 


granted him by the king, that was deducted 
from my W eſtates. He. is till! in- 
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relating how ſevere are the puniſhments. of * 8 of 
bad conſcience. When I arrived at Königs N 
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Now I am apologiſing, it is but juſt I 
ſhould- intreat forgivenets of ſome few in- 
viſible perſons, whom I cannot but have of- 

fended ;—and firſt, the ſeraphic father, St. 
Francis. Pardon, holy fir, for having ren- 
dered thy whole order contemptible ! Who- 
| ever, like me, has beheld theſe odoriferous, 
though not ſweet · ſcented, ſeraphines, at their 
giluttonous tables, their wine barrels, and their 
Lt} confeſſional chairs, will, if he. be wiſe, paſs 
on the other ſide of the way. Thee, holy 
Francis, I intreat to take them to thy own 
abodes; rob this unworthy world of ſuch a 
godly crew; and ſuffer that, fifty years hence, 
their names only be remembered ! Thou 
' beſt canſt inform us, how well pleaſed the 
Father of the World muſt be daily to hear 
- ſuch multitudes of Herculean ſaints employ | 
themſelves, and importune his ear, with the 
eternal repetition of Ave Maria! Axe Maria! | 
Ave Maria! | | 
What thou wilt ſay to wins arch enemy of 
man, Satan, when he, and his infernal adju- 
tants 1 come, laden with the ſins of thy 
| "7 | e 


18 


ſeraphines, and, inſulting, lay them at the 
foot · ſtool of divine Juſtice, I know not. 
Neither can I ſay, when the heavenly hoſt 
have, per contra, gathered together the good 


works of all thy tribe, what balance ſhall re- 


main for the ſupererogation mac eltab. 
liſned at Rome. 


If Wüst, zander; and virtue, brit good 


to man, then have I occaſioned much diſ- 


quiet to thoſe vaſſal fiends that are ſtationed 
by the mighty Lucifer, as centinels, to wateli 


or patrole the earth, for the general weal of 
his empire. My writings have incited the 
reader to act like a good Chriſtian and an 
honeſt man; the doctrines of monks are 
more friendly to their cauſe, and give theſe 


©, - 


induſtrious devils much leſs trouble. 


= 


Moſt humbly, therefore, do I ſolicit par- 
don from the horned Belzebub, the grim 
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Mammon, and the terrific Belial, conſefing Þ 


their potencies: I never was a catholic | 
1 . ſuch as they admire, 
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From my guardian angel Ii intreat forgive- 
neſs for all the trouble 1 have given him; 
and it certainly has not been a little to guard | 
a Trenck from daſhing his foot againſt a 
| ſtone, or his head againſt the axe of the holy 
Inquiſition. He has well filed his duty, 
and deſerves eternal reſt, never more to un- 
dergo a taſk fo arduous. 

I doubt, indeed, he has been guilty of one 
Ses overſight. He certainly permitted 
Satan to inſpire me with the deſire of taking 
up the pen ; nay, afterwards, ſuffered him 
to guide my hand. Wherefore did he not, 
"like Luther, take up the ink- ſtand, and 
throw it at his head? I then ſhould not have 
written ſo raſhly againſt gamblers, monks, 
and deſpots. It may be, indeed, he endured 
a a preſent evil to ſecure a future good. Satan 
JOG: have been outwitted. „„ 


1 
83 


ot the Almighty (with Grows: awe 125 
reverence I ſpeak) I implore forgiveneſs, if, 
when. under affliction tod ſevere for man to 


25 ; 2 N g To . : 22 F 


0 Cay 
ſupport, 1 have doubted erroneouſly con- 
cerning the ſyſtems of men, which repreſent ' 
the great Firſt Cauſe as a human creature, 
| ſubject to the worſt and weakeſt of human 
paſſions ; ſubject to anger, malice, revenge, 
ambition, vanity | Let me hope that, if I 
did not poſſeſs ſufficient underſtanding to 
diſcover truth, that will not be imputed to 
me as a fault. Thou ſurely wilt not con- 
demn me becauſe I am unable to believe 
thou ever madeſt a creature that was BS: _ 
_ doomed to eternal deſtruction . by | 

Of wicked men 1 have aſked mercy, 1 
having written ſa much againſt the evil of i 
their ways. Fo thee, God of benevolence/, . 
I intercede for grace, for that I have not 
written more. The faculties of man are 
only divinely ws when emploppedt in, A 
the cauſe of virtue * 


CON- 

The baron further adds a a MGcatieh of himfelfß, 
againſt M. Archenholtz, a German critic, who had 
_ taxed him with miſreprefentation concerning Eng. 
land. He affirms the affair to have happened as e 
. Rated i in the ſecond FORy r many ſevere res be " DE 7 
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Leeipt of bribes from different courts, T. 
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I have at this moment Genen to ah; 
now when this volume is completed, that 
I was received with eſteem and . honour 
in my country, ſuperior to all that. can be 


{ TRE | - 
4 £ F * 


marks on the Engliſh and their laws, and ſays, that 


when he went to the cuſtom-houſe to pay the impor- 


tation duty on his Hungarian wine, the officer pre- 
ſented him the Goſpel to kiſs, and ſwear that it was. 


all for his own drinking; and when he refuſed taking 


an oath ſo ridiculous, the officer called a porter, de- 
fired the baron to give him a ſhilling, and the porter 
kiſſed the book in his ſtead. He adds, this was in 


compliance with an act, which at that time prohibited 


the importation of French wines, except for indivi- 
dual conſumption; and fatirically. remarks, that in 
Rome one man js hired to pray, in London to ſwear 
falſely, for another. 

The baron alſo acknow OE himſelf obliged to 


the learned geographer Buſching, who has corrected 
E his error of dates; promiſes to profit by the remarks 


of his critic in a future edition; pleads haſte, errors 
- of the preſs, and a lapſe of years; and adds, as an ad- 
* ditional hiſtorical fact, that Beſtuchef and his lady 


were in oppoſite intereſts, and both were in the re- 


imagined, 


(. 

imagined, by thoſe who have not themſelves 
been witneſſes of this reception. Content 
and happy I journey back to Auſtria, The 
good king has done me juſtice, and heaped | 
favours on me; I have received my cenfif- 
cated eſtates, - and am in hourly expectation 
of the rents of which I have been forty years 
deprived. | 

| More I ſought not; poſts. of honour * 
cannot there accept. Nobody ſhall accuſe 


me, in my old age, of being ſelfiſh, or liv- 7 I 


ing detrimental to that ſtats of Which I have 
now. been ſix and thirty years*a ſubject; al- 


though it has moſt ſhamefully mal- treated 
me, and continues ſtill to repay me with in- 


gratitude, I leave behind me. a gracious 
_ monarch, who knows my heart; I leave che 
beſt of reputations, innocence vndoubte a N 
and am convinced the Pruſſians love me, ON | 


and will be the friends of my children, 


The object of my journey is accompliſhed; _—_ } 
I can now, in the decline of life, enjoy ho- 


nour and caſe, and, as a good man ſhould, 
can meet death with a {rrale, | | 
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Bord LY, and without dread of that 


danger which ever threatens offenſive truths, 
the former volumes of my hiſtory were made 
public. 


* 


To ſatisfy the curioſity of every company, 1 
In paſſing from - | 
one to another contradictions, gaps, and 
falſe embelliſhments crept into my ſtory. 
This determined me to write my own hiſ-. 
tory; which has met with ſuch approbation 
throughout Europe, that tranſlations of it 
into nine different wn; have been 8 85 


was an inſupportable taſk. 


3 tranſmitted tw mes. 7 1 — 5 
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What would have had the appear- 
ance of romance in my life, I paſſed over; 
and the unbroken narrative of forty-eight. 
years' ſufferings would have filled a fa 
greater number of pages, had I been ani- 
mated by oſtentation or literary pride. 8 
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1 
Affurediy I ſhall be pitied when I declare, 
that bookſellers and pirates alone have been 
enriched by it: I have had the honour, they 
the profit. For this reaſon I hope they who 
wiſh to read this laſt, and unqueſtionably 
- moſt important volume, will be ſo good as 
to apply for it either directly to me at Ham- 
burg, to Mr. Schniebes, the printer, at Al. 
tona, or to Mr. C. W. Myer, bookſeller, at 
Berlin. Malignant people have falſified the 
contents of the former volumes, and muti- 
lated my work, in order to render me ob- 
noxious to blame and evil repute. | 
Hence I requeſt the public to buy the 
original of this volume at leaſt, to avoid im- 
| poſition. Such 1s the nature of its contents, 
that in many places its publication will not 
be permitted, and on me it cannot fail to 
bring perſecution. In countries where that 
z the caſe, it behoves people to apply directly 
to me, to receive copies with ſafety by the 


. means [ſhall adopt; as bookſellers generally 


fer a ſhameful price on prohibited books. 
Falſchoods moſt aſſuredly will not be found 
in this volume; but it is written with 
n 75 6: freedom, 


1 


(95+ } 


freedom. Why ſhould whole nations never 
be permitted to know what monarchs of 


private individuals with to conceal. from 
them? An honeſt man ſhould write the bio- 


graphy of deceaſed potentates without reſerve, 


for the inſtruction of the living. I have de- 


picted the emperor Joſeph as he actually was. 5 


Whilſt under his government Brabant rebel- 


led, Hungary prepared to revolt, and gene- 
ral diſcontent prevailed throughout almoſt all 
the provinces of his dominions: whilſt the 
commencement of the reign of the truly 


noble-minded Leopold, and his art in ſetting 
bounds to the univerſal commotion, are cer- 


rainly inimitable, and muſt eterniſe his fame, 

as he preſerved Auſtria from infallible diſ. be 
memberment: poſterity | ſhall learn the 

truth from at leaſt one impartial hiſtorian; | 


and receive the proper key to events ſo i im- 
portant. Such was my purpoſe when 1 
took up the pen to write tins volume. | 


From theſe, the preſent emperor, Franchi 


mk worthy ſon of Leopold, and pupil of 5 5 4 


ſeph, I will take example; choofing the 
ies for imitation, and EY the bad as a 


War 9 
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| 5 
warning. He knows me well: he knows 
why I write in juſtification of myſelf, and of 
his truly great father. He is certainly no 
deſpot, who would ſuppreſs truths, that glim- 
mer even amongſt the writing of hired pa- 
negyriſts, who can never wholly conceal 
what many men living have beheld, though 
few have followed all their windings, and 
traced them to their ſources; and ſtill fewer 
would venture te make them public, or de- 
cide on them openly. He is not ignorant of 
my exertions in Hungary to ſerve Leopold; 
he is conſcious how much I contributed to 
the convention of Reichenbach: he is aware 
that his father promiſed me, on the firſt di- 
viſion of the fiſcal eſtates in the Bannat, ſome 
indemnification for part of the valuable Hun- 
' ganan eſtates I had loſt; but that he could 
never fulfil this promiſe, leſt he ſhould con- 
firm the Hungarian clergy in their ſuſpicion, 
that I had done and written every thing with 
his private conſent and approbatien, 
Mp To him is well known alſo the mean re- 
venge that was taken of me, unprotected, in 
| Fluagary, in October 1791; and for which 
| I received 


6 

1 received no ſatisfaction; as death bereft me 
of him from whom I had every thing to 
expect. His penetration, his noble princely 
ſentiments,” his humane mind, will, om read. 

ing this book, find a balm for my wounds, 
and give little credit to them, who, by taking 
it to pieces, will extract poiſon, reputing 
what appears to my diſadvantage, and art- 
fully concealing the good, and that concate- . 


nation of cauſes which adage” to we = 


effects ſo injurious,” | = 
Princes like Francis, poſſeſſed of the tele 7 

5 ings of humanity, and inclined to beneficence, 7 

require only to have the means of doing good: 


indicated: probably, therefore, my children? 


will obtain what I have ſought under three 


monarchs to no purpoſe ; namely, the favour : 3 


of a judge who will inquire into my ppg | 
ſions, inveſtigate my rights, and make a re- 
port like an honeſt man. If this; be done, 


I have not laboured, I have not ſuffered in _ 


? * * a. 9 


vain. But ſhould my enemies prove vi o- 15 
rious, it was my duty, as a father, to jottify 20G 


myſelf to the impartial public; bold % 4 


face every danger that OE mals; 
„ . alone; 


1 0 74 ), 
alone; and at length, wearied with cares and 
honeſt labours, to ſeek beyond the confines 
ol the grave a righteous, God ; leaving to 
poſterity an example how ought to act and 
| write a worthy; member F of ſociety, who, g 
. Ike me, has waded through the mire of this 
world, and learnt to know men and mon- 
archs amidſt the ſtorms of fate. 

With philoſophic coolneſs and indifference 
Enow await, the term of my troublous life, 
ſteeled againſt every poſſible event; and in 

the laſt ſcenes of my tragedy will J ſuſtain, 
unchanged, that character which, I aſſumed 
in the firſt; | If I be hiſſed in Vienna, elſe- 
Where I am clapped. True critics only 
know the actor's worth: the approbation of 
merry- andre ws, llaves, drudges of the church, 
court- flatterers, or imbecile reviewers, have 
I. never fought. | | 

Three years ago I concluded the third vo- 
mne of my hiſtory, with my departure from 
Berlin for Vienna: and little thought I then 
that a fourth would follow, as the remainder 
2 my wintry days I had deſtined to domeſ- 


te peace. But fate has not md, my name 
12 1 alt | i | in | 


„„ 06 
in the page of reſt: it has enrolled me in 
the number of knights- errant, doomed in- 
ceſſantly to wander throughout the earth 
without ever taſting the cup of fortune. 
When age has now ſilvered my locks, I amn 
expoſed to events in this tumultuous world, 

in which I could take a willing part, were I 
in the ardour of youth or the vigour of man- 
| hood; and my reaſon 1 is obliged ta exert „ 
its powers to reſtrain me from reſolves: to 
which my reſtleſs activity would gladly im- © . vn 
pel me, whilſt I have a fair opportunity tai. * E 
ſhow. the gods of the earth what an honeſt 

man groſsly injured, what an ill- treated vic-" 8 0 | 
tim of juridical courts, what one whom unte 2 | 
feelingneſs and perſevering barbarĩty hayes 9 
rendered an avowed enemy to all arbitrary _ 
power, 1s capable of undertaking, is e = 
of carrying into execution. 2 pi: 

This fourth volume, therefore, w will hi: _ 
moſt remarkable and inſtructive of my hilt _ 
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dtary, do honour to my moderation, ſoſtenthe 2 

. revengeful, gratify the curious, and d ano — 5 i 1 
I ſtate that I have ſacrificed my fortune my: 9 
= ** ental duties, and wy deareſt Th ö 1 
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b 
rather chan. ſully theſe locks, grown grey 40 
probity, or expoſe tlie honour of my charac- 
ter to ſuſpicion, on occaſions where there 
was a poſſibility of my being reproached 
with fickleneſs or forced uniformity. 
The preceding volumes prove beyond 
contradiction that I have been moſt ſhame- 


fully the victim of a monarch's deſpotic 


power. But who would ſuppoſe it poſſible, 
that, under the reign of a Leopold, an arbi- 


ttrary ſentence of a miniſter or a judge could 


be executed upon a man, who had ſerved 


the ſtate-three and forty years like me? 


Yet this has been done; and I have lately 


extricated myſelf with honour, and Ry 
ſhamed my enemies. 


Did ever defenceleſs ſubjeR o obtain oe F 


mote glorious victories over the powerful 


hierarchy, and over the ſovereign of three 
hundred thouſand ſhedders 1 human blood, 


than I 


B the grave of F rederic, at Porſlam, 4 


. food crowned with laurels, and the inexo- 
55 e gutocrate lay at my feet in the duſt. = 
2 — hove 4 bald: the pug when. an oppreſſed 
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people Ad to ſhake off the yoke with he-- 
roic bravery, and make their tyrants tremble: - 
I might have partaken i in the glorious deed; 1 


but I refrained. . ; 
Before the door of my erifon' in Magde- 


burg I have ſeen: graſs growing; and the 
juſtice of William converted it into a e = 


to my honour. | 


In Paris I beheld the Baſtille, the a _ 
of virtue and freedom, taken and deſtroyed; | 
and the bloody head of its once omnipotent 
governor, Delauny, borne. about on the ] 


point A 


Members of the eourts of juſtice of Vis, 1 
enna have I ſeen with the beſom of the houſe i 
of correction in their hands, countiag their 
beads to obtain abſolution for the villanies = 


they practiſed againſt me. 6 ESP 


I 'faw the moſt unlimited and, in Ew = | 
rope deſerted by all his courtiers, ſupplicating . 


the national cockade in the town-houſe of i 


Paris. I faw princes pale with fear, and the 
favourites of a court, trembling, take flight, 
whilſt firm and true patriots {| purned: deſpotic* 2 1 x | 


_ 1 rel the great partiſan of unlimited- 
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n the emperor Joſeph, depart this 


:hfe as mean as poſſible, after having diſ- 


gracefully repealed all the commands he had 
iſſued to his Hungarian ſubjects. | 


What delight for an inquiring mind, that 
perceives things as they are, and could aſſiſt 


n ſpreading the flame it had contributed to 
illume, which had wonderfully purified the 


air from the ſighs of ſlavery and the miſts of 


Prejudice! Golden times! to your heroes 


will poſterity erect altars of. Sratitude: and 


happy do I deem myſelf in ſeeing this epoch 


arrived, and being able, from juſt data, to 


tt i Gicockebal- 267i nations If they, 
Who have now the felicity of the people in 
4 their hands, do but remain W * 


| er as I have Hd ſaid, did 1 chink 


this fourth volume poſſible. Mere accident 
drew me from my villa ge, and brought me 
lately on the great theatre of the world, 


where I found myſelf exhibited with ap- 


g plauſe, and had opportunity to act the moſt 
. 1 chat I could wiſh myſelf to 
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vouchſafe me an anſwer. The * 


EIS 2 
True relations, capable of diffuſing: light, 
ſhall fill this volume. The bats may ſhriek, 
but ſcreech-owls will ſtill brood quietly.. K 
have inſpected with an eager thirſt of know - N 
ledge, examined with deliberation, and recit- 
ed faithfully, without the leaſt fear of giving I 1 
diſſatisfaction; though from perſonal circum- 1 1 1 
| ſtances I ſhould have diſguiſed or concealed Mi 
many things that may expoſe me to freſh | 
perſecution. But, habituated to conflictg, 1 | 
I neither retreat nor tremble where x Eo 
threatens; and the duties of a citizen require 
free diſclofure. To name choſe, ho by : 
falſe information oceaſioned my laſt miſad- 
venture at Buda, which does little honour to 15 
the ſupreme military court for its precipi- 1 
tancy and deſpotiſm, was a juſtice I owed co ⁵⁶ 
myſelf. With all moderation, as the grofely 
injured party, I have written to thoſe gentle- 5 
men to acknowledge their baſtineſs, and at 
leaſt acquaint the monarch with the true 
but their haughtineſs, which would maintain 
their infallibility, has hot allowgd them to - 

eports of 
the e papers had wounded . 3 
„ * hence 
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whence it was incumbent on me to open the 


eyes of the world, deceived by falſe rumours, 


and appear before it in my true form. 


Formerly perſonal offences were decided 
by word and piſtol. As a knight I would 
enter the liſts, and expoſe my grey hairs to 


the combat, as cheerfully as in the warmth 
{of youth. + But fince the times are changed, 
and legiſlators have thought proper to ſup- 
preſs duelling, I come capariſoned in proofs 
and arguments to make good my cauſe be- 
fore impartial arbiters, and undauntedly 
axtrvait judgment, where every one may ven- 
ture to ſpeak truth and give a juſt deciſion, 
Vithout reſpect to rank or title. If theſe 


alone decide, I have relinquiſhed the paltry 
title of major with honour, and Trenck's pew | 
has well defended Trenck. "hee 


ps rock to ry the habet bounds, 
Nor heeds the chafm that yawns beneath. 
The brave thus danger ne'er confounds : 
Ober leap'd the gulf, he graſps the wreath. 
> gaſtard, ſtill withheld by fears, | 
«5 Nought can achieve, nou ght can obtain, 1 
| 5 ſpends his youthful years | 
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cod CLUDED the third' volume C of — 
1 my hiſtory with my departure from bc! lin, bl 
in Avguſt 1787, after the king had beſtowed = 
on me a penſion of twelve hundred dollars f. 

He, who has read the ſtory of my fate, will | 
| not wonder, that received this as a balſam 4 
for my wounds. | Ar that time J faid, that my 1 
hereditary eſtate of great Scharlock, which = 
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had been confiſcated, was reſtored to me- 
but this reſtoration never took plate. I was . Ml 


too haſty i in embracing a hope, that hadevery 
appearance of certainty ;. and muſt now relate _ 
the circumſtances that fruſtrated the good _ 
intentions of the king. ; — 
In the year 1745, when 1 eſcaped "FEY my 1 
priſon at Glatz, F rederic the Great, incenſed 
1 0 me, had Wen my 1 
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general Fouquet, with a exvokey „let 
n paſs by default. 
As an honeſt man, I candeclare before God 
and the whole world, that, immediately after 


my flight, I wrote to the king, from Bohe- 


| mia, and prayed him to examine the juſtice 
of my cauſe.” But I received no anſwer. In 
the mean time, whilſt I was wandering about 
the Poliſhdominions, I was proclaimed in the 
_ Gazette, if I may believe report, asa deſerter ; 
and was actually outlawed, and my property 
confiſcated, whilſt I was certainly ſo circum- 
ſtanced, that no newſpaper of Glatz 
| could come to my hands. | 
- Conſequently the judgment of * ouquet, 
in the abſence of one of the parties, was with- 
out diſpute falſe, illegal, and arbitrary, and 
can by no means be cited to my prejudice. 
Had this judgment been deemed valid by 
the preſent monarch, Icould never have ſhown 
my facein Berlin with honour during hisreign, 
. far leſs could I have been invited to the king's 
E table, frequented the drawing-room with an 
- exe&t countenance, and publicly have taken 
a0 airigg with the royal family. Theſe cir- 
| cumſtanees are ſufficient t to annul the ſentence 


ys 


bal at Glatz: 95 theſe therefore a am re- 
ſtored to my family rights. + 

But as the benryokdat monarch referred me 

to his miniſters, to ſee what could be done it 

my behalf, one of them diſcovered, that the 

. reſtoration-of my confiſcated property woulc 

ſtigmatiſe the memory of Frederic the Great! 

with an act of public injuſtice. He conceived 

it betrer, therefore, that the king ſhould gra- 
cioufly beſtow on me a penſion, and neither 
annul nor confirm the judgment of the court 

of Glatz. The latter could not be, whilſt the 
hiſtory of my life was publiſhed with' licenſe 
even at Berlin; and the former Rill eſs, 26 

tare prudence forbad lt. 
i What could 1 do? My leave of ee 
| l Vienna was nearly expired; and 1 
friends adviſed me thankfullyataccept the 
penſion, which vindicated my honour, and 
to take a future opportunity of returning o 
Berlin to ſolicit the ceffation of the decree, 
which confiſcated my poſſeſſions, © or t6 ts be 

indemnified for them by the eit of forme | 4 

equally valuable eſtate. 5 Rs 4 | 

Still there is another obſtacle ns way: 

Eight years after the edict the Kio She 1 
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on the petition of my two brothers and feu- 
dal heirs, beſtowed on them my eſtate, to be 
divided between them. The younger paid 
the elder the value of his part in ready money. 
4 of theſe the former has died and left child- 
ren; the latter i is {till childleſs, and in actual 
poſſeſſion of the eſtate. 1 have neither right 
nor deſire to take from him what was given 
him by the ſovereign ; and the heirs of our 
deceaſed brother would not be by any means 
1 more ready to conſent to it. 
For redreſs then I ſhould: 1 to thoſe 
ho gave away my eſtate, in direct violation 
gf the feudal rights eſtabliched in the country, 
which were thus anihilated with reſpect to 
my guiltleſs offspring. lam now juſtified, 
and my innocence is publicly acknowledg- 
ed yet have I ſuffered ten years impriſon- 
ment. Frederic gave me at length my free- 
dom; bur he gave me not back my eſtate. 
| Thus my puniſhment was double. Now let 
me aſk—who is to indemnify me ? He cer- 
tainly, who generouſly received me again in 
Berlin as an honeſt but ill-treated man; the 
== politics of whoſe miniſter adviſed him not to 
44 annul * decree, that confiſcated my eſtare, 
| Out 3 
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out of regard to the: Howie > Frederic che 
Great, but to indemnify me in ſome other 


way. Has this been done by a penſion of 


twelve hundred dollars? —Certainly not—far 
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he not only has my — which lets for five 1 


thouſand Pruſſian florins*, never been reſtor- | 


ed to me, but it is alſo for ever loft to my 
children. - | 


It was copbilcated 3 in the, year 1746. Its | 
rent, up to the preſent year, 1792, would 
amount to two hundred and thirty thouſand 
Pruſſian florins principal money, without 
reckoning intereſt. Not a farthing of this 


have 1 received, and my penſion amounts 


not to the intereſt of this ſum. 1 am now an 
old man, and have little proſpect of enjoying 
even this penſion long: and when I die | ſhall Þ| 
not have the conſolation to leave to my heirs . 
what my fore-fathers have poſſeſſed in Pruſſia a 


for theſe centuries, and tranſmitted to me un⸗ 
impaired, that I might, i in like manner, tranſ- 
mit it to my deſcendants. Let an impartial 


world decide, whether haye reaſon to be 3 


quiet and content? 1 1 Go 


FAY 


8 2 About 5784. T About 17,250]. 8 
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True it is tne preſent king owes me no- _ 


15 


- ——_— «bd — 3 n Cn 9 2 — — 2 
o 4 C , l & 


4 . wv . 
. ˙ r 
4 : 4 Ri 


: * 
} I 1 f OE £4 M0 3k 
- 3 ' * . 
. * 3 En 5 
.. s... ̃⅛—AUUx—x—x— r 
P . ˙ BOP A e e eine Po AI or OE AER eb ad et 


ws zo s ok 2 ; Af — * 
rr 


sh hi nl wet Pres. 


— * 2 


r 


E. 4 % ) 5 
thing; ; by him I was never OBE, But 
| he acknowledges the injuſtice done me in the 
former reign. The exchequer of Frederic 
took from me my eſtate ; the exchequer of 
William ſhould reſtore it to me again. Yet 
this has not been done. The penſion, I own, 
does me honour: but it fetters me in my 
undertakings, and renders me ſuſpected at 
Md ienna, as no man can ſerve two maſters, 
his, and no other, is the true ſtate of the 
caſe. To the king I am not unthankful. His 
deſire to give me ſatisfaction was good; and 
the feelings of his heart were certainly noble. 
= With his own eyes he beheld my ſufferings in 
Magdeburg, and was aware of the ſource from 
8 1 . which they unde ſervedly flowed. Should 
= any honeſt man in Berlin read theſe lines, let 
him ſay to the king, that chere is ſtill oppor- 
tunity to indemnify me, or my children, by 
-- Tome other ſeigneurial eſtate. This would 
| not impoveriſh his treaſury ; and all who have 
read my hiſtory, who know my zeal for him, 
would unite with me in honouring his name. 
As for the miniſter who withheld his benefi- 
2+: cent hand, 15 n chat he may. find for the 
2 a ſervice 
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ſervice of his country. many men of my | 
ſtamp, and know better how to reclaim them, 5 
and bring them to his lure. ln Gf 
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1 had now nothing more to do i in Berlin. 
Having an opportunity, however, 'of acting 
as a true German patriot, though during the 
courſe of three and forty years J had met no 
reward, or tavour, or Juſtice in Vienna, I 
made an attempt to bring about an alliance- 
between the two courts, for I knew that un- 
leſs a good underſtanding between them were 
fecured, no durable peace could be expected =_ 
either for thoſe powers, or for the other Ger- 
man ſtates. - Prince Reuſs, te Imperial am- : 5 
baflador, - wiſhed i it from his heart; and the 
firſt ſteps I took were ſo fortunate, - that, by 0 
means of ſore conferences which 1 brought 
about between him and the miniſter count 
Hertzberg, the preliminaries were drawn up; . 
and actually diſpatched to Vienna; but no 
anſwer was returned. Prudence alone with- 
holds my pen, otherwiſe could I here difcloſe 
to the world a ſpecies of miniſterial cabal, at 
which every honeſt man muſt ſnudder.. 
Some future day, perhaps, L ſhall-difcover - 


* 8. on — " 
A d * ” . d. 


nr on dra. es = TOES FS Lars 1 |» ig be Fre Fr EG os 


- * * : 
A \ 2 
* - * 1 3 < WE WY 
— r S p 4 To * 
LS + 3 © Sas ERIE r 


oth 


of 
£ - 
4 © 1 
D — og ths : * - 
EEE 
2 ECG . 


— 


s 7 Ts 
Pe Bah +5 Ig 7 
PE 


- N ” - 
— — > ECTS.» . * or Tyre, <A. 8 8 

pq . AA ——+S Pra % a 
PFF 2 


þ r gt rope note te e RP eB RR gt EY 


EEE OI 


6 
PI 
1 
W 
: 
5 8 


1 
che truth, when my ſituation will permit 
ſo to announce it, that every patriotic Ger- 
man may read, and know it“. Let it ſuffice, 
for the preſent, that pride, or envy, hurt at 
the idea that an untitled, individual, without 
credentials, ſhould effect more than miniſterial 
wiſdom could accompliſh, fruſtrated the 
whole of my ſcheme: SS 9D 

Tx now haſtened to Vienna; + bad an ence 
of the emperor ; ſpoke to him as on ſuch oc- 
caſions Lam accuſtomed-to, ſpeak; and what 
wasthe conſequence?---Nothing forthe ſtate : 
nothing for myſelf. . I folded my arms, and 
remained at court unnoticed. Joſeph had 
then no doubt but thay with his three hundred 
thouſand iuvincible warriors, he ſhould find 
Berlin an eaſy conqueſt... I ſhrugged my 

' ſhoulders when he told me ſo. At Berlin 
caballing againſt me ſoon. began; for. men 
ke me muſt be baniſhed. from the confidence 
of kings. My friends wrote me word of this, 
and I anſwered : lata on 85 

Mens ſibi bene conſcia, 73 8 ride : 
© The mind conſcious of rectitude deſpiſes 


Towards the end of this volume the baron again 
bear of this circumſtance a little more at large. T. 


wing | 


6889 bl 
hing report. Though ingratitude on all; 


hands be my reward, never ſhall I repent a 
noble action. Bur I ſhall not attempt the ie 4 
again: in future I ſhall remain indifferent to 
both courts. | This is the ſole revenge I ſhall 
take of little minds that parade the drawing» - 
room, proud of ribbands and titles; yet muſt : 


| bluſh with ſhame when their eyes meet mine. 


In Vienna I now enjoyed that triumph 
which an honeſt man always obtains over thoſe 
who can ſtoop to baſe actions. I could carry 
my head erect, whilſt the well known hiſtory 


of my life had made many tremble, had 


filled many with ſhame, and had convinced 


the numerous band of petty tyrants of the law _ 
that I wanted neither courage nor opportunity 
to ſtrip off the maſk from every enemy to 
virtue, and hold him up to public ſcorn. As 


ſkulks the rapacious vulture at fight of the 


eagle ſoaring over his head, and ſhudders, 
and quits the helpleſs dove, leſt himſelf ſhould 
be pounced; fo flunk before me my Vienna 
| foes, after two of their reſpectable colleagues 


were forced to ſweep with bridewell-beſom 
the ſtreets of mat ait in which they had long ; | 
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with impunity diſgraced the honourable ſeats 
of juſtice, ſteeping in tears the cheeks of in - 
nocent men, who durſt not call by their pro- 
per names villains ſo high in credit. I alone 
had ventured it, and had attacked the neſt of 
hornets without fear. I had depicted them 
openly in my writings, before they had been 
condemned to public puniſhment, as a warn- 
ing to others. Hence they who were con- 
ſcious to themſelves of deſerving a ſimilar 
fate feared leſt I ſhould find occaſion to 
make their names equally notorious. But 
my temper is not revengeful: when their ſo- 
vereign- judge thinks. fit to puniſh them, and 
to purge his court of ſuch vermin, they will be 
ſufficiently known without my intervention. 
In the mean time I have had the ſatisfaction 
of receiving the thanks of two referendaries. 
Il aſked one mean, ſhameleſs wretch, for 
what he thanked me ?—He called me a gene- 
- Tous man, whom he had perſecuted without 
knowing, and thanked me for not having 
mentioned his name in my writings.—The 
other was baron Walſtedten. Is it poſſible 
to enjoy greater ſatisfaction? May all ſuch, 


of heil wives, whillt their medien, profane 


LED ) 


g the pandars 


the ſacred robes of juſtice, be obliged to re- 
linquiſh the latter to men of honour,” and. 


proudly parade their golden hinds, with ſplen- 
did equipages, before the eyes of a juſt pub- 


7. knowing and deſpiſing them as I do. 


Peace at laſt I now found; and T was left 


free from attacks. In many countries it is 


well for a man to make himſelf feared, and 
to evince, that there ſtill exiſt perſons capable 


of boldly waging war with little men in great 
offices. True it is I was ſtyled à reſtleſs 


mortal, and a ſingular being; yet that reſtleſs 


mortal was every where received with ho- 


nour ; and cheerfully will I ſubmit to be 


or the degree of favour in which he dane at 


court. Gxllert ſays; :?: nf OE 


A prince's favour doſt thou proudly boaſt ? i 8 
Say, is not merit's value on him loſt? © 
-  Stript of his title, would his praiſe be fame? 25 
Would it not ſtamp diſgrace upon thy name? 


ft cou bea fred to nt ant 
Ws „„ 3 


deemed ſingular by thoſe who eſtimate a 
man's worth only by the weight of his purſe, 
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according to the dictates of juſtice, i in a place 
at court, to me the diſgrace would be, not 
to Want, but to fill it: he who knows and 
feels his own dignity will be ſought aſter, and 
need no patron. The mean · ſpirited candidate 
for court favour fawns or worries himſelf 
into notice, decelving all who truſt kim, or 
who are incapable of reading mankind. The 
patriot and man of honour remains quiet in 
his village, and chooſes and acts as I have 
choſen and act. 

I now haſtened to Zwerbach, 2 till No- 
vember 1788 remained at reſt in the boſom 
of my family. At reſt I remained, but not 
in idleneſs; for the father of eight children, 
who educates them himſelf, and has ſons in 
the army, unable to ſupport the character of 
officers on their bare pay, wants not employ- 
ment; / eſpecially if he have to fill up old gaps 
made by agents, attorneys, counſellors, and 
other gentlemen of the long robe: 

In November I undertook a new journey 
to Berlin, once more to try what could be 
: done in my behalf. Here I perceived in the 
ſpace of a ſingle year ſo many changes, ſo 


* 1 
Cc : 
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many cabals conteſting together, and Jo ma- 
ny cauſes militating againſt my undertaking 
any thing, that 1 deferred my deſign till ſome 
more favourable opportunity. His majeſty, 
however, I found diſpoſed to ſerve. me; and 
indeed he granted me every thing, that, as 
affairs were circumſtanced, I thought proper 
to aſk. - Even eſteem was not denied me at 
court, or by the miniſtry. 8 | 
On leaving Berlin I went to Schildberg 
near Soldin, to my niece von Waldow, took 
my youngeſt ſon, whom I had left the year 


ren, and carried him to Deſſau, where I left 
him to be educated at the eee as” 
it is calld. n : 
: From Deſſau I ſet off bor Dreſden. There | 
the prime minifter, count Marcolini, ſhowed Eh 
I me a mark of diſtinction and a civility rare 
in Saxony, coming to me himſelf to the inn, 


to the electoral family: and I muſt conſeſs, ; 
that in general every poſſible honour was paid 
me at Dreſden. The market · place, where 1 
1 1 1 | ae 


% vp 


before to proſecute his ſtudies with her child- 1 


conducting me to court, and preſenting ne 


n n 
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dwelt, was conſtantly crowded, and wherever 

I went the people followed me with loud ac- 
: clamations. Bend 

ö On my journey, I bald my 1 to 

4 "HEM of Saxony, duke of Courland, at El- 


3 ſterwede. Here alſo I was graciouſly receiv- 


ed; as I was by the reigning prince of Deſ- 
ſau, whoſe little territory is one of me happi- 


eſt in Europe. 8 
Hence I repaired to Königstein, to U 


the worthy old general count Solmes. He 
knew of my coming, and, notwithſtanding . 
the rain, came down to the foot of the ſtu- 
pendous rock to meet me. With a hearty 
embrace, he gave me that look which at firſt 
fight eternally rivets two noble minds. Hap- 
py. day! that permitted me to enjoy the plea- 
ſure of obtaining the friendſhip, of one of the. 
nobleſt of ſoldiers, of an old man loved and 
honoured. by all. We ſpent only a angle | 
day together: that day, however, was well 
filled up with converſation. At parting, the 


E_ +. tears fell from our eyes, and each of us ex- 


: * within. coded: were we not 
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fo near the grave | If it be permitted me. 
to ſee him once more. in this world, I cer- 
tainly will not fail again to viſit Königſtein. il 
| This vaſt rock is not a. fortreſs, that an 
enemy mult ſubdue before he can conquer 
Saxony. It contains but a ſmall garriſon, 
incapable of making a ſally; and ſerves oni 
to ſecure the records of the country and pri. 
ſoners of ſtate. Königſtein is the Baſtille . 
of Saxony; in which many a brave man has 
pined out his life in durancſe. 1 
When I was there, parts of the rock: were x = : 
blown up to form caſemates. In doing this, 2 
was found a dungeon bored in the ſolid: ſtone. 
to the depth of ſixty fathoms. At the bot- 
tom of this dungeon appeared a bedſtead. on 
which a ſkeleton repoſed, and by its ſide the 
remains of a dead dog. Mournful fight for 
a heart poſſeſſed of the feelings of a man. 8 i 
How ſavage the tyrant that can invent ſuch; iſ 
tortures for his fellow-creatures, and can lie 
down on his pillow, conſcious, that, in a hole 
ke this, a man is ſlowly conſuming the lamp 
of life; feebly ſupported by vain hopes of „„ 
compaſiion ! Even now the, * of. bw 
| 1 8 priſon TH, 1 
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priſon confine three PR not unworthy of 
notice. 85 


One of theſe was private fecretary to the 


court of Saxony, and, in the year 17 56, be- 
trayed the ſecrets of the Dreſden archives to 


the king of Pruſſia. He was taken in Poland; 
and has now been four and thirty years in a 
| dungeon —he ſtill lives—but his appearance 
is more that of a wild beaſt than of a man. 


Another is one colonel Action. He Who 


is acquainted with the ſecret hiſtory of Dreſ- 
den will remember the horrid poiſon ſcheme, 
Which was detected, but was thought proper 


to be kept ſecret. Action was the chief in 


this conſpiracy. He was by birth an Italian; 
poſſeſſed a Calabrian hEirt ; was a bold and 


handſome man; and was the favourite of = 
dowager electreſs.— This is a ſufficient key ID 


to his hiſtory for thoſe who are deſirous of 
knowing what is become of Action, who 
has ſtill many friends in Dreſden, and enjoys 

more liberty than his fellow priſoners. 
Where he 1 is, however, he muſt die: but he 


is a great villain, and cannot accuſe his i im- 
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The third is a fine young Swede. Six 
years ago he was arreſted at Leipſic, at the 
private requeſt of the king of Sweden, and 

brought to Königſtein in a maſk. When he 
was taken, he defended himſelf like a kon, 125 
claiming his right to be protected by the 
| laws of nations. This man is excluded from 
the light of day. No one ſees kim; no one | 
ſpeaks to him. And on pain of death no 
one muſt know what his name is, who he 1 is, 
or that he is there. From what I could : 
leatn, he is no criminal; he has had ng trial ; 
but ſome ſtate or love intrigue at the Swe-". 
diſh court has brought on him this fate. Pity 
him, reader! he has no deliverance to hope 
but death: for the elector has promiſed the 
king of Sweden, that he ſhall never more 
behold the beams of the fun, He is\now? 
under thirty years of age, and the worthy 
governor cannot ſpeak of him without che 
tear of compaſſion in his eye: he ſhrugs his 

ſhoulders, looks up to heaven, and ſays •— N 
It is the elector's order, and I muſt days 0 

God help him!“ A 


It is not difficult na wha pad: in 
1 VOL, 11. 8 „ 
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| my- mind at the thought of tied a video, Y 
when I could only caſt a diſtant look at the 
grave were the unfortunate being ſighs for 
deliverance. There is then a Baſtille even 
in the humane country of Saxony, the ſo- 
vereign of which has a heart n of the 
nobleſt feelings! 3 
But patience, unhappy Swede! When 1 


lay in the Baſtille of Magdeburg g. g, the mighty 


Frederic the Great ſaid - Whilſt my name 
is Frederic, Trenck ſhall never [ſee day.” —- 

- Yer. circumſtances fo fell out, that he vie 1 

| ſelf ſet me free: after which he lived three 
and twenty years, and ſtill bore the name of 


Frederic. Every priſon has an entrance: 


and who can tell but that this Swede may 
ind an exit alſo.” W hen the Baſtille was de- 
ſtroyed, a man was liberated, who had daily 
| © bedewed its ſtones with his tears for forty 
F years, for having written in the thoughtleſs- 


neſs of youth a ſatire on a court ſtrumpet, 


| er * 8 It is a horrible 
8 1 | thing, 


3 This „. we believe, is not ſtrictly accurate. 
e * the author refers to * Maſeres de 


. 
A that any one may intercede for a c1i-” 3 
minal condemned by the laws; but for a pri- "2 2 | 
ſoner of ſtate 'no one muſt ſpeak, no one muſt 
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endeavour to mitigate his doom. Dreadful ' | 1 
reflection for every honeſt citizen, who, when i 
he hears ſuch a ſtory, cannot help thinking - = 
to day it is thy turn; to-morrow perhaps 1 


$07 i ons 5 


mine, if ſome miniſterial cabal be formed 


againſt me, or my gracious ſovereign be 
| perſuaded to an undue ſtretch of authority. 


Happy the people that know how to op- | 
pole an everlaſting barrier to the exertion of * 


IP ee fe Here I mug draw the 


„ 4 
la Tude; an account of ohofe life is publiſhed, > —_ 
was detained five and thirty years in priſon on account == 
of a youthful imprudence relative to madame Pom-* 
padour ; but he was releaſed. ſome time before e 1 a 
taking of the Baſtille. T. VV © * . 


* Does not the baron allude to our * corpus, 2 4 0 
act? That, however, has been ſuſpended: but can Ha E 
any circumſtances juſtify its ſuſpenſion? Ms not the 42 
precedent, particularly if repeated, big with d: 
to our liberties ?—danger, with which the trifi ing be⸗ 
nefit to be expected from its faſpevlioggIys A 
8 be put in competition? J 


* 


6100) 
Curtain. —Pity the good-hearted governor, 
> , Who dares not in the leaſt degree alleviate 
- the ſufferings of the victim committed to his 
charge. My blood curdled, when departing, 
I caſt an eye back on the grave of a living. 
being; and when J recollected, that I too 
was in Königſtein, I looked forwards, with 
terror, leſt the door ſhould be ſhut on me 
likewiſe. With a heavy heart l returned to 
Dreſden; it was ſull when from afar Llooked. 
b back upon the rock; yet J rejoiced that I 
wes neither priſoner nor keeper. there. N 
My defign was to return immediately to 


© 4 Vienna, I had already heard, however, at 
3 Berlin, that I was almoſt idolifed in Paris: 
chat every man in France had read my hiſ- 
”” tory: that all the new faſhions there were 


3 l Trenck: that almoſt every night I was 
exhibited on the Pariſian theatre, to crowded 


= Houſes, as a martyr of arbitrary power: and 


that a frightful figure of me, as large as life, 
* publicly ſhown. for, money. All this. 
"was confirmed to me by a friend at Dreſden, - 
who. perſuaded me to go to France, 3 5 
. 3 This I foon reſolved on, ang 
8 7 haſten i 
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haſtened thither. At Frankfart, ee 
Which had many times in my life paſſd 


—— manner, and was received with tri- 


umph, as my ſufferings had been felt for 


fince my life had been read. 


Feaſts and balls were given me. br he 


wits town was in motion ʒ and ſo much 


Hove and eſteem were ſnown me, that I ne- 
ver ſhall forget the pleaſure I enjoyed there, 


and cannot refrain from here offering the 
ae inhabitants my hearty thanlss. 


1 now repaired to Straſburg, and in every [ 


town upon the road I met the ſame honours. 
In Straſburg I ſaw at once that [1 was. | 


fallen amongſt a people endued with/ ſenſi 
bility. The concourſe to ſee me was gene- 


ral. I was overwhelmed with ne, 4 g 
Balls and feaſts were given in honour of me- f N 

All the beauties of the town appeared in 

full luſtre: they ſurrounded me; and ww 


dancer turned me with his partner. Inf 


no man upon earth was ever better- welcome 


- Unnoticed, I was now looked on in a very 1 9 1 
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ed, more kindly treated, or more oourte· Y i 


— 


e 
Count Flaxland, the W me 
to accompany him to the play. The pie e 
announced for performance was Baron Tren „ 
but che police countermanded it, at my re- ö 
| . queſt, to prevent tumult, as the people had”? 
3 already crowded me almoſt to death. 


Me entered the French theatre with ſome 
of the firſt ladies of the place. Scarcely had 
I taken my ſeat in the box, when the orcheſ- 
tia welcomed me with drums and trumpets, 
end the pit with clapping and Thouting Vive 
le baron Trench ! Long live baron Trenck! 
+ was now obiiged to come rome; and 
thank the people.” "0; F424 B08 ; 
= - After ſtaying about an hour, we went to 
ie German theatre; where I ene 
| the ſame honours. f 
| The evening cloſed with a bal; and mn 
. mouths of the fineſt women I was grati- 
N fied with: the moſt charming impromptus. 
At ſupper, ſongs made in honour of me were 
dung. I can ſay with truth, that my fortune 
. as indeed enviable; nor could I repent my 
ten years impriſonment at Magdeburg, as it 
- - an the Way to my preſent en 


N 
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( 
ments. Having remained a week with theſe 
noble friends, with a heart oppreſſed with 


1 gratitude, I quitted Straſburg, which I never 
ſhall forget, and where I actually fancied y- 
ſelf in the paradiſe of Mohammed, ſo many 


divine beauties ſmiling on me with melting 
eyes, and expreſſing with every look rg A 


they wiſhed the renovation of my youth. 
Happy the man who ſhall feel theſe like 
me, when age has ſilvered his locks ! Yes, 
in this ſplendid city I truly felt that one ſuch 
a day as I eryoyed there was well worth no: 
only a wiſh to live, but even to ſuller the 
greateſt misfortunes, if by chem ſuch a re- 
ward could be obtained. ke 10 7 
- Quitting Straſburg wick 1 baden 
on to Paris. In Nanci a thouſand people 
had expected me for two days; ; and the re- 
ceivers of the tolls and the _— Hd 
taken much money by way of preſents, that 
they might make my arrival known. 


lipped through, how ever, in the duſk; when 


nobody expected me. As vanity” is not my 
foible, I can declare, that my preſent Jour- 
„ in which 1 am generally ſought-after, * 


bo "Mb « 2 
2 - . * h WW "&3 * 
* ” 


7S. 
1 
2 
. = 
I. 


1 Ph 


45 i F 4 | | bled, SD 4 


£ I 3 EE + 
4 *%. 1 5 > F5 A 
l K * 


9 . 


— [IIS P - Ho wy a PX . £4 & - * — is 
by i 272 8 „ i wt * | as 


2 
"i 
2 
"I 
v3 
+ 
%., 
Fs 
- 
4 
7 
bh 
F 
1 
4 
W 


« 1 4 » " 
er I PIRIIN ——rrrð’i — dex, 


61049 
| obſerved, and importaned, are not p 


.. * 
In the middle of Fehmarß 4 i at 
[Parts where, at different periods of my liſe, 
I had already been five times, wholly unno- 
ticed. I was adviſed not to make my ap- 
pearance at public places, left I ſhould be 
farrovnded and obſtructed from the curioſity 
of the people. The whole city had ſeen, 
pitied, and admired me at Curtius's; who 
had exhibited me as large as life, in my 
chains, together with Frederic the Great, at 
the Palais Royal. Two plays had been 
written with the title of Baron Trenck, that 
for three months had been performedalmoſt - 
daily. One of them was particularly calcu- 
- lated to promote a ſpirit of revolt againſt un- 
limited monarchical power, as it tended to 
jexcite in the audience firſt compaſſion, and 
thence led them to a deſire of vengeance. 


It was performed too in ſuch a manner, that 
tit could not fail of awakening in the heart 


thoſe emotions, which, at that critical 118 

riod, the people were wiſhed to feel. 

ee all Paris was, for the moſt part, p pre. 
e 1 eee 
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beds in my favour; and, by O's 


hiſtory and of the ſtage, the name of Trenck 


was generally known, The wiſh to be actu- * 
ally convinced chat this Trenck Was ſtill + 


alive, had ever lived, or was not the mere 
hero of a romance, was ſo prevalent When 


I perſonally viſited Paris, that no one but an 
eye-witneſs can conceive how eagerly every 


one preſſed ro diſcover to me the whole 


feelings of his heart, as it had been affected 
by my fate. And this was not the thirſt of 
novelty alone, which is commonly ſatiatedd in 


three days, for I remained ſix months in 
Paris, and to the moment of my departure 1 


experienced the ſame love and eſteem as a 1 


my arrival ſeemed carried to exceſs. on 7 


— 


The day aſter my coming, curioſity ledme 
to viſit incognito the Palais Royal, Where 
Mr. Curtius was exhibiting me in wax tothe 
people. I went up him, and ſaid S, 1 
ſaw baron Trenck himſelf a few years ago, 1 

and 1 perceive this figure no more reſembles 3 
him than it does the Great Mogul. —Hle 1 
poked at me with a mixture of ſurpriſe ang 


5 8 and aſſured * on his N 
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aha he well knew baron T RET 1 
and that he had modelled the face of his 
by - figure from the baron himſelf at Frankfort. 
aid nothing before the company, but 
took him afide into another room, and diſ- 
covered :myſelf. — The poor fellow was 
aſhamed and frightened ; offered in excuſe 
| the artifice of people bf his profeſſion to gra- 
tif the curioſity of the public; aſſured me 
{that he had gotten a great deal of money by 
me; that he had ſent a ſimilar figure to Lon- 
don with the ſame view; and prayed me to 
favour him with half an hour's ſitting, that : 
he might copy my real face. This requeſt, 
| | however, for ſufficient reaſons, I did not think 
fit to grant. The original being now at 
"Patis, the figure would no longer anſwer 
the purpoſe of Mr. Curtius in that city; fo 
it was conveyed to Madrid, there to _ 
; cure him money afreſh; i {4 
Scarcehy had 1 b-en three ag: in Paris, 
5 n all the city knew it; and I received vi- 
b Ats or invitations from all the people of con- 
+> ſequence in it. Ladies too came, excited by 
| I 8 "i to ſee me. 171 * no reſource b 
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to follow the ſtream, and to ſpend the who 
day till midnight in company. Wherever I 
dined or ſupped, all the friends of the family * 
were invited, that they might have a ſight 6 
me; and aſter meals the company crowded Eo 


round me with the ſame view. Thus infix .- : 
days I was generally known; and for the _ i 


whole ſix months I was actually perſecuted, 
having engagements on my hands for ä . 
month to come. Every dinner was a feaſt. 
In moſt houſes the deſert was enriched, in 
honour of me, with alluſions to my impriſon- 
ment and adventures, with triumphal arches 
and laurel crowns. The ladies ſung airg 
compoſed in honour of me, and preſented? * 
me with laurels. Sometimes the ſcene was 
fo affecting, that the whole company ſhed 
tears; I myſelf wept at the firſt ſenſations 2 
of joy and gratitude. - The concluſion was a 0 
general embrace, expreſſive not of curioſit / 
gratified, but of the emotions of the heart: 1 
Thus flowed my days amidſt the tumultu. 
ous noiſe of the great world, and with ſucnk 
marks of honour and friendſhip, as certainly». = 
no ieren like me- ever before Tau : 


3 


N 
id France. No martyr to the freaks of for- 
tune ever ſurvived, and enjoyed greater re- 

wards than I. To obtain the univerſal love 
and unbounded confidence of a people, and 
the laſting friendſhip of a nation always 
dermed capricious, is a ſingular phznome- 
non in my caſe, and would render me vain, 
could I entertain ſo ridiculous à paſſion as 
vanity. In all companies the chief place was 
commonly ceded to me. And as in France 
| the ladies ftamp a man's current value; as 
my natural cheerfulneſs was wonderfully pleaſ- 
ing to thoſe who expected to find in me a ſu- 
perannuated moroſe old fellow, mulanthropiſt 
ſoured by misfortune; as [ ſtill ſhowed myſelt 
a a pleaſant companion, and was not incapable 
of rendering myſelf agree able to the fair ſex, 
by thoſe bons mots and ſmart repartees ſo pre- 
valent in French converſation, my reception 
was the more favourable and more general. 

Count Olivadez, who lived at Paris by the 
name of count Pilo, was one of thefirſt-with 
| whom ] dined. + This worthy old gentleman 
| came himſclf to fetch me, and carried me in 
= 1 to his you where I was 


. oy recerves: . 


| - 9 —— - 
__— — — — — E . 
a — neg — - ; * : 
2 —— — . | s - i : : : 
E OY y 4 
a 1 
* 


K 109 5 
received with drums and trumpet 
vocal and inſtrumental muſic, compoſe 
preſsly for him and'me.: 41-5 51 8 \ 


The count was a grandee ain one of 7 


the firſt. men in that kingdom, poſſeſſed 
eſtates to the amount of three millions a year, 
and is well known in modern hiſtory. He 
procured from Germany, at great expence, 
ſeveral families, whom he ſettled comfortably 
in Spain, with a view to augment. the in- 


duſtry and population of that country. 3 


Amongſt theſe, however, ſome were pro- 
teſtants. The count was wealthy, powerful, 
and a friend to mankind. This was enough 


for the Inquiſition. His houſe was ſearched, 8 | ; 
Voltaire's works were found in his library; 


he was dragged before the holy tribunal as 
a delinquent, was condemned and N ; 
his Property was confiſcated, and he lay four *} 
years in a wretched priſon, treated like the 
vileſt criminal, without the leaſt N of 4 4 
ever recovering his liberty, 1 

His hiſtory, which he related to me a . J 
peaks to be made known to the world. 


. it would be found _— that mae | 
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® "this and deteſtarion forthe 10 of St. Do- 
minic, and the lamentable ſtate of Spain; but 
I ave not here room for it. I ſhall only ſay, 


that the count found means to eſcape out of 
fte execrable-talons of the Inquiſition. The 
king himſelf. could not fave him; but he 
luckily fled to Paris with the loſs of a property 
of ſixty millions. Fortunately, ſome years be- 
fore his diſaſter, he had placed in the French 
funds a capital, the intereſt of which brings 
him about eighty thouſand livres a year: thus 
he has enough left, being childleſs, to live in 
Paris as a philoſopher in a ſtate of quiet and 
reſpectability, under the name of count Pilo. 
When a man who has felt the laſh of mis- 
fortune reads the hiſtory of another equally 
unfortunate, there ariſes in his mind a cer- 
E tain ſympathetic deſire to know him per- 
ſonally, reciprocally to compare their fate, 
E their evils, their eſcapes, their grounds of 
E conſolation. This Olivadez felt for me: on 
this account he ſought me, and heartily folem- 
niſed the day of our meeting ; when we both 
found reaſon bighly to value each other, and 
woeſteem ourſelves as raiſed omen above 
13 38 | | „ the 
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the common level of mankind. He was 


the innocent victim of the Holy Inquiſition, 
an infamous tribunal aſſuming the maſłk f 
religion; as I was to the ſtate· inquiſition ofa 
monarch, as unmerciful as a father inquiſitor. A 


We were both remarkable for having found 
means of rendering impoſlibilities poſſible. 
We have riſen victorious over our powerful 


enemies; we are free; and, thank God, we 


have loſt nothing but our poſſeſſions. Even 
now I bleſs the day that brought me his ac- 
quaintance and his. friendſhip; and wiſh that 
we both had the happineſs of ſeeing the de- 


ſtruction of the Baſtille ; and that we could 


alſo have learnt at leaſt, if not contributed to, 


| the annihilation of every bloody private. une E | 


” bunal, whether of church or ſtate. 


Olivadez was my friend in Paris; to his 


death I honoured him; and ever ſhall 1 be 


the determined enemy of al "thoſe | beaded 


and becowled raſcals, who could perfecute 
ſuch a worthy citizen. He died laſt yea 
but not before he had ſhown me the Tears af 
thoſe wounds which had been infligied "on® 
| him mags a of nx: 2 the ee, 
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of the 1 en. Gracious God! what is 
a monk, where' his power can rage uncon- 
"trolled! How little knows the world, even 
now, of thoſe unfeeling monſters! and how 
Jjuſt is my zeal, when I ſeize erery occalzon 
to unmaſk them! + 
I have now to relate another adventute, 
war does honour. to the national character. 
I dided with the Imperial ambaſſador, count 
| Mercy. The company was large. Next 
me fat a worthy old general, of the corps 
of engineers, who did not know me, and 
who converſed with me a conſiderable time. 
After dinner he aſked who 1 was. Scarcely 
had be been told my name, when he ran to 
me, and embraced me with enthifiaſm: his 
heart was full, and, overpowered by his feel- 
ings, he funk motionleſs in my arms. The 
ſcene was affecting to every byſtander. All 
preſent thought we had been friends in youth, 
ho had accidentally met in our old age, 4 
myſelf was aſtoniſhed and delighted. The 


84 general came to himſelf, and wept for 
joy at having obtained in this world the fight ; 


= of a man, of * from reading his hiſtory, | 


= 29 | he 


be had entertained fo highs dens He 6 
me by che hand, and I was obliged to accom- 1 
pany him home, when he retired to bed, ; 
and to ſpend with him the whole of the next 9 
dap, to ſatisfy all his inquiries. We are now 
friends, who mutually eſteem each other; and 
jet me here aſk my reader, Whether he ever 
ſuſpected that a Frenchman was capable of 
ſoch noble feelings for a native of Germany? 
I was now ſtrongly importuned to go to 
the theatre, to ſee myſelf repreſented on hie 
ſtage. Deſirous as 1 was of this, pradence 
florbad me. I was aware chat I ſhould meet 
with the ſame reception here as at Straſpugg. 
In the piece that bore my name che Great 
Frederio gathered no laurels; and, as 1 was 
in general ſtrictly obſerved, I would not give 2 | 
my enemies an opportunity of charging me 
with excels of pride, as it might have been 
imagined that I had gone for the N „ 
vecuiving public applauſe. 
Twice the manager had given out that 1 ; 
Thould be at the theatre on a certain day. 4 
The concourſe was fo great, that double 
you were paid for . in the FR. A did. 
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. not make my appearance, and r 
© occaſioned. a riot. At length, after I had 


been five months in Paris, I ſuffered myſelf 


to be prevailed on by a large company, and 
went with them to the play. The clapping 
was inceflant. From every quarter reſound- 
ed Vive le baron Trenck ! © Long live baron 
% Trenck 1”. Ar the end of each act I was 
obliged to come forward, and thank the peo- 


ple for the reception they gave me. At go- 


that I could ſcarcely get to my coach; and 


| . when it e off, 1 was Wan with loud 


huzzas. FR 1 
The firſt two En I ports not. ide 


be \Palais: Royals Aa 
went thither, and walked. up and down: un- 


known and unnoticed. Some of my ac- 


8 quaintance met me, accoſted me, and intro- 
duced me to a very fine woman, juſt arrived 
from Normandy. Scarcely had my name 


3 : been mentioned, when the people crowded 


round me from all ſides. I ſlipt into a houſe 


in time, and went out at another door. The 


lady, however, was almoſt preſſed to death. 


It 


5 (ms JF. 
It was whiſpered about, 4 the handiverls 


lady was my wife: ſhe was ſurrounded, and 
actually ſuffered much before ſhe vous reach 1 


her carriage. 
At length, as I ene! in 0 every 


ay, I was accuſtomed to ſpend many hours 
that I could ſpare in the Palais Royal, where 
the foundations of the whole revolution were 


then laying. Poſſeſſed of the confidence of 
the whole nation, it was eaſy for me to learn 
every thing I wiſhed to knew. I particu- 
larly Sec the club, or the meeting of 
Dutch and Brabantine patriots. "Theſe held 
their private meetings, debated, and every 
two months diſpatched ends nN 
to Bruſſels and Amſterdam; and as they 
were greatly intereſted in the revolution then 
ſeeretly fermenting at Paris, and ſpared nc 
money to know exactly what was going on 
at Verſlilles, their ſociety afforded me wal 
Wes opportunity of gratifying my curioſity. 
Sometimes I ſpent a few days at Verſailles, 


- wick I paſſed: my time very pleaſantly in 
e the greateſt intimacy with the real court 3 + 


party „ 8 [ ocenſionady preferred the 
5 e 
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ſociety of ſome of the moſt prudent members 
of the States-general, then aſſembled there, 


and was fo, happy as to enjoy their friend- 


ſhip. Thus had I opportunities of diving to 
the bottom of every thing that was contriving 
by either party 3 and could almoſt foreſee 
and point out the very day when the event 
that was preparing in ſecret would burſt out 
into operation. On this account I would 
willingly add to the preſent volume a circum- 
ſtantiaſ detaiſ of the Pariſian and Brabanrine 
revolutions, in ſeparate garratives; but they 
will probably ſollo in a diſtinct work, in 
which my readers will fee che naked truth 
placed in a juſt light, without any partiality. 

I was preſented at court by the Imperial 
ambaſſador, count Mercy. On this occa- 
ſion I muſt ſay ſomething, that will appear 

laughable to thoſe who are 'vnacquainted 
with the Etiquette of the French court. The 
_ king muſt not ſpeak a word to any foreigner, 
who is preſented to him by an ambaſſador 


” through his miniſter. At the ſame time it 


is next to an impoſſibility to obtain a private 
- audience of tim. This is probably an old 
miniſterial 


hearing what he, ought to know. NWMW‚?/ § õ(f 


verſation for ſome months; and I had been 


turned again, and came up cloſe to me, ſur- I f 


6 


the firſt place at her OM as a mark of par- 


: Cum)! — 
miniſterial artifice, to prevent the king from 


7 
KT 


Trenck had been a common topic of con- 
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aſſured that the king, who never in his life 
read a bock, had ordered my hiſtory; to be 

read to him, had been moved by it in mp yy 
favour, and wiſhed: perſonally to ſee me. I I 
When I. was. preſented to him, he ſtood ſfil! 
for atleaſt two minutes before me, ſurveyed 
me with attention from head to fodt, ſmiled!) | 
graciouſiy upon me, went to the door, te- 
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veyed me as before, ſmiled again, gave me a 
token of his favour by a ſlight inclination ol 
his head, and then went away, after „ | 
back at me when he came to the door. 
Now was I at once furrounded as by a = 
ſwarm. of bees, and all teſtified their joy on $ 
ſeeing me at court. I vas next preſented to 
the queen and royal family, and afterwards Y 5 
dined with all the foreign miniſtets at count 
Montmorin's, whoſe amiable. lady gave me | 


ticular diſtinction. As the L 1, ad 


18 1 2 


Pruſſian miniſters behaved to Mitch great 


familiarity on this occaſion, it added not 4 
little to my conſequence with thoſe who had 


read my hiſtory, in which I had depicted the 


alſo ſealed the truth: of my account, and 
added to the eſteem ſhown my perſon. 
$ One baron Bock had juſt publiſhed a hiſ- 


aſcribed to Mr. Fourneur. The publiſhers 


bad much reſemblance tothe original. 


-* 
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hands to ſet about a tranſlation myſelf, and 


behaviour of their reſpeQtive courts to me in 
nao favourable colours. This to my credit 


- tory of my life, in French, in two ſmall duo- 
decimo volumes, and had ſold ſeveral thou- 
ſand copies. This was in reality nothing 
more than a brief abſtract of it. Soon after 
| appeared at Paris what was called a new 
£ = ee three ſmall volumes, which was 


of both were very ſucceſsful; but neither 


Theſe having been eagerly purchaſed and 
e many aſked me if the tranſlations were 
faithful and complete. To this J could not 
avoid ſaying no: when I was aſſailed on all 


bac, an edition in my own name. The 
e was goods and ER: * aſſured 
me 


r 
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7 119 * 1 
me 5 chat I could not fail of ſelling ten hows! _ 
ſand copies in France. Thus undertook an 
Herculean taſk, living as I did, the whole da 
and half the night ſpent in the tumult of the 
great world, It was reſolved on, however 
and within two months I was ready witng 
three octavo volumes. To ornament this. 
edition, I. procured ten copper plates to be 
engraven by the beſt maſters; and the exũ- ij 
pence of the work amounted in the whole to y 
near ſixteen thouſand livres. A conſiderable: i 
profit no doubt was to be expected; but un-: 
fortunately I could not get it ready till three: 
days before the revolution: and now every» . = 
one was fully occupied in reading the in- ä 
menſe number of pamphlets, daily iſſuing; . 
from the preſs, to excite the people to: 
revolt. Delay -abated the ardour of that 
curioſity which had been raiſed: on my ac- 
count; and the great change in the ſtate 
led men to find more important employ- 1 
ments for their time, than that of. WO - 
"ing = 501 i 
Thus had 1 two aa nd: N on 7 LE F- 
hands, which, at _— liyres . would A 4 
ne ö | 4 have 1 
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this way: Fortune ſhowed+ me her malice in 


the metropolis. of France; but, compared 
with thoſe turns which I had been accuſtomed 


to receive from her, this was a mere trifle. 


On my arrival at Paris, T found there 


prince Henry of Pruſfia, who ſhowed me, 


as he had done at Berlin, that he thought me 


not-unworthy his eſteem. . Now on a ſudden 


ks deteſtable work of count Mira- 
beau, under the title of Corriſpondence ſecrete 
dium Voyageur Francais, in which the Pruſ- 


- fian monarch, prince Henry, and the whole 


of the: Pruſſian miniſtry, were abuſed in the 


moſt ſcandalous manner. It is true it was 
publicly burnt by the common hangman, at 
the command of the parliament; yet, though 


the author, printer, and publiſher, all of 
whom then reſided at Paris, were avowedly 
known, not the leaſt inquiry after them was 


made, not a fingle individual-was puniſhed, 


Fs 


and the book ſtill continued to be ſold in 
every ſnop without obſtruction. | 
Prince Henry, who was chiefly concerned 
ian, beheld this * with the con- 
878 tempt 


* 


( { "TAK: ) | 
tempt it deſerved; at the ſame time he aw 
clearly, that this ſcandalous book pleaſed the 
miniſtry, and probably appeared in Paris on 
his account, as he reſided in that city, and had 
won the heart of every honeſt Frenchman. 
On this occaſion he acted the part of a man of 
magnanimity, as he really is, and returned 
unexpectedly to Berlin. He had obſerved, 
however, in moſt companies, ſince the ap- 
pearance of Mirabeau's libel, the impreſſion 
ſuch writings made on the different under- 
ſtandings of their various readers. No one 
had more opportunity for this than myſelf, as 
every where I was queſtioned confidential 
reſpecting the ſubſtance of Mirabeau's work, 
on the truth of which many appeared firmly 
to rely. I did what was the duty of an ho- 
neſt man, when virtue is calumniated: many 
I convinced ; others accuſed me of partiality; :- 
and retained their doubts. T hus may the = 
reputation of the worthieſt man be injured by . | 
a knave, who will never fail to find many re- 
dy enough to ſwallow the ſlanders he invents. 
Even the court of Berlin itſelf, Which! 
undertook to defend a volunteer, —__ 2 4 
vo. ur. G  inflengh- 


na) 
85 inſtead of the reward 1 merited, objea to 
. me. | | 
That the noe of Aeta. whoſe 
bad character and malicious heart were well 
known, could do no injury to thoſe at whom 
he might diſcharge its poiſoned darts, and 
therefore required no defence. Every thing 
advanced by him would be diſbelieved; but 
what his opponent admitted would be conſi - 
dered and true: and Trenck had confirmed 
many chings which the court would willingly 
perhaps have had paſs unnoticed, and ſaid 
many things which-it would have wiſhed not 
to have been mentioned. Of theſe my ene 
mies accuſed me, and blamed my attempt. 


But they knew not the impreſſion Mirabeau 


had made on a foreign nation, where the af- 
fairs of Berlin were judged only from hear- 
- ſay; and this none induced me o n 
my anſwer.” 5 3 
As however my pen had 1 ee 
the repute of being faithful to the cauſe of 
truth, and incapable of being debaſed to that 
of falſehood by the temptation of wealth or 
Court favour; as ſelf never in the leaſt entered 
Et 28 1 5 


(5 9. 

into my thoughts, or biaſſed my n 
even where my love of truth had made me 

enemies, and expoſed me to perſecution, and 


would probably do fo ſtill; I repented of 
nothing J had written. Enough for me that 
my intention was good. I had diſplayed a 
villain in his proper colours, and had defend 


ed men truly great againſt ſcandal. Since 


we are all but human beings, no honeſt and 


ingenuous man will require of me, that, in 
defending even the beſt of men and of kings, 
i ſhould make them angels: I am no hired 


panegyriſt, and the diſgrace. of a flatterer 
If the pur 
poſe of writing be judged and rewarded ac - 
cording to the intrinſic value of an ever im- 
partial hiſtorian,. —if I be confidered as an in? 
dependent ſpectator, poſſeſſing philoſoph yy 
and experience of the world enough to con- 


Hall never ftain my. grey hairs. 


template with indifference the greateſt ingra=: 


tirude— this certainly I had not to expect for: 
a work, the end of which was honourable, and- 5 
the effect of which, en the mind of everx 


thinking reader, could not be injurious to 


_ how: notwithſtanding their. wu” 155 
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Il find cauſe to reckon amongſt the greateſt 


men of the preſent day. When, moreover, 
a great miniſter, whom, in the book alluded 
to, L have accuſed of a little ſelfiſhneſs, after 
having depicted all his virtues, his deſerts 
towards his country, and his perſonal great 
qualities, as they really are, is incenſed againſt 
me: I repent not whilſt I pity the man who 
wiſhes to be admired as faultleſs on the the- 
_ atre of the world: and wiſh him ſuch en- 
thuſiaſtic flattering panegyriſts, as he himſelf 
is in all his writings, where he endeavours to 
make his great Frederic a demi-god, and 


would willingly throw a veil over all his foi- 


bles. So writes not, ſo acts not Trenck. 
And though that miniſter wrote to one of the 
literati of the French academy, M. Mayeur, 

requeſting, that he would make uſe of all poſſi- 
- ble means 10 diſcredit my writings in France, 


and I might on this account accuſe him, as 


my. ſuppoſed friend, of miniſterial duplicity: 
yet my way of thinking and acting, where the 
voice of the public juſtifies and indemnifies 

me, is above it; and my conduct has ſhown, 
855 that 1 fear no low revenge from a man, who; 


Y: 


OTE 0 poſſeſſcs | 


( 225 ) 


poſſeſſes mind enough to eſteem him 1 1 
Gu ſpeak the truth to the teeth of the moſt _ 
powerful, and recants nothing that he has 


once publiſhed to the world. That man is 
always great who ſtrives with ardour to ap- 


proach perfection: on the contrary, he who 


fancies he has already reached its ſummit is 


little ; and ridiculous if he thinks to frighten 
by his dignity and power to injure men of 
my ſtamp, whom his benefits would certainly 
never induce to ſtoop to baſe flattery. He 


had in fact injured me when he undervalued 


to the king the intrinfic worth, the defigng 


the neceſſity, and the effect of my book. 
But let my work be eſtimated by the ſitu- 
ation in which I ſtood. Mirabeau is à dan- 
gerous man, that knows how to em ploy ei- 


ther dagger or poiſon. At the time when 1 


wrote againſt him in Paris, when 1 publicly 
declared him a villain, he was actually a de- 
puty to the ſtates-general, and had great , 
with the people. Courage he poſſeſſed not 
to call me into the field; but his plot was © 
formed to get me ſeized by a mob, and tied 
* to 1 polt. This was. _— prac- 
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ticable in the tumults that then prevailed, 
My party, however, was too great, and J ap- 
peared daily without fear in the midſt of the 
throng ; but well guarded againſt treachery. 
At Verxſailles, in the midſt of the aſſembly, 
I paſſed under his very noſe with a haughty 
and threatening air. Every body expected a 
quarrel; but the conternptible fe * ſhunned 
* preſence. 

When my work againſt hin was announc- 


e ed, as the revolution was juſt breaking out, 


and he was the favourite of the people, he 
gave my publiſher to underſtand, that bs 
houſe ſhould be razed, and he ſhould be 
hanged, if he dared to ſell a ſingle copy. 
The honeſt bookſeller was frightened, and 
declined having any thing to do with it. 
What did the covetous Mirabeau get by 
this? He ſecretly pirated my work, and 
his edition was ſold before my publiſher 
came forward. Thus my profits were loſt, 
and he reaped the fruits of my labour. I 
was told, indeed, that he had bribed my 
bookſeller privately to let him have the 


meets: theſe he had reprinted at Leipſic, and 


( 327 1) 5 
at the ſame tiine procured a German tranſ- 
lation to be publiſhed in the empire: thus 
my edition was ſuperſeded. By theſe means 
he ſought to gratify his revenge, and at the 
ſame time indulged his ruling paſſion, avarice, 
by filching from me what ſhould have been 
the reward of my N * Ow and wad 
vexation. 

His artifice did not ſtop W the bis fur⸗ 
tive edition he maliciouſly inſerted many 
words that perverted the ſenſe of the origi- 
nal, and threw blame on thoſe whom I was 
defending: thus it was, probably, that the 
Pruſſian miniſter, count Hertzberg, once 
my great protector, who; expected from i 
me no public blame, was eren 5 iex- i 
3 3 3 fi = 

Thus is the woah deceiidds No” FUR vile = 
tains find opportunities of playing underhandt 
tricks on worthy men. The ſame has been 44 3 
done even with the hiſtory, of my life, in 4 
malicious re- impreſſions, where,oby the in- | 
ſertion or omiſſion of a few words, the ſenſe 
of whole paſſages has been twiſted v m/ i 
prejudice, being altered to bare-faced lies HH 
thac nn the TIER had n = 


. 


- ( a8 [I 
of a ſtrict lover of truth, and ſtamped dif- 
credit on my writings. 
So in the year 1772, a evijceampilble monk, 
the arch- preſdyter Tevis of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
played me a trick, which, as it deſerves to be 
noticed, I ſhall relate. 2 (148 
I was then publiſhing weekly; a periodical 
walk, under the title of The Friend of 
Mankind.“ A tranſlation of * The Laſt 
Day,” from Y oung, was inſerted in it. I had 
given the ſheets for the approaching Saturday 
| to the printer, and had corrected them my- 
| Felf, when I was obliged to go to Duſſeldorf. 
The number was printed off, and iſſued. On 
mae Sunday, ſix preachers condemned and re- 
viled my writings from the pulpit, mentioning 
| me by name; held me out to the people as an 
dodutlawed freethinker and arch- heretic; blam- 
ed the magiſtrates that could permit the pub- 
lation of ſuch works in their juriſdiction; 
and actually ſtirred vp the people againſt me, 
as one who publicly denied the ene 
of the ſou. | 
Some friends 8 me of =O affair, 
| ch aſtoniſhed me greatly, as the poem was 
e verſion of Young, whocertainly never 
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diſputed the ſoul's immortality. I haſtened 
to Aix, and was ſhown the ſheets that had 
been given out. Here at once I found the 
knavery -i in the alteration of a ſingle ſyllable. W= 
The ſecond book, which deſctibes the re- 
furreQtion o of the dead, begins with the lines ; 


= 
- 


„Now man awakes, hy” Hon his filent bed, 
« Where he has ſlept for ages, lifts his head; _ 
« Shakes off the lumber of ten thouſand ' years, IF? 
« And on the borders of new worlds r 8 . my 
* New ſouled *.“ N 11 


— 


Inſtead ot new » fouled the printer bu put 
unſouled. Now any man of common under- 


We are here obliged to take a aal | u liberty with © il 
Young, in order to render the paſſage intelligible to 5 
the Engliſh reader. The words new ſouled are not in 
the original; they are a literal tranſlation of the ba- 
ron's neu beſeelt, on which the whole accuſation turn 
ed; by ſubſtituting in their ſtead harem wn | 
| fouled.. The lines were rendered in German: r 


Fun wacht der Menſch, und hebt aus benen 
ſtillen bette, 15 
Wo er johrhantert fchlief, ſein dapper Haupt em- 
| Er ſchuetretts, als ob er r nicht "auſyeſchlafen i hatte, 
Und tern in neuer r Welt auch neu beſrelt hetvos. . 


p (e.) 
ftanding, who took a view of the context, 
muſt immediately perceive that this expreſ- 
ſion contradicted the ſenſe of the whole, and 
could not belong to it. 1 

Taking witneſſes with me, I badge at 
once to the printer, and demanded the manu- 
ſcript. In this ſtood very properly net ſouled. 

The old man was honeſt, and much ſurpriſ- 
ed at ſo groſs an error of the preſs: : but his ſon, 
the compoſitor, was a raſcal. I fell on him 
immediately in a fury, and he endeavoured to 
exculpate himſelf by terming it an overſight: 
his une aſineſs however i {ufficiently remgrked. 

At this very inſtant came in a friend of mine 


Wo was a ſubſcriber, and always called for his 


copy himſelf. He ſhowed us the words new 
Jouled printed rightly. I then attacked the ſon 
ſeriouſly, and brought, him to confeſs, that the 
arch · preſpyter Tevis had come to him, and 
induced him, by a preſent of faur guineas, and 
the aſſurance of his protection, to cancel the 
ſheets that were more than half printed off, 
and inſett the word unſeuled. This was done 
dy workingat! night without the father's know 
= and only about twenty of the former 
were . which — —55 taken by ſubſcribers 
3 WhO 
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(Cm. 
who” had come for en the. re before 5 
publication. degotl Sd! 
Can Satan 9 255 more Wai 25 
: tricks than an abandoned prieſt, to injure aa 
honeſt man? The affair was now notorious 
throughout Aix; but the people had nee i 
been ſtirred up, and with them Wor are 
always ſure to be in the right. 
done id ere ed abe £ 
be clearly perceived how a wieked man may * | 
blaſtanauthor's character, by falſifying a ſingles 
Word. This has particularly happened to mes! 
in moſe editions of my hiſtory printed in the 
imperial territories. The treacherous, Mira: 
beau did me the ſame ill turn in Paris: π＋] ꝓ̃  Þ 
anſwer to his book was not quite finiſhed” * nl 
when 1 left that city; and when L came to 5 
read it over, I found in it whole paſſages that! 
could not poſſibly have been in my manuſcript, 
ass they never entered into my imagination; 
AY = ah leſs could they have flowed. from my; 
Printers, compoſitors, and editors. have 
tk bribed to attain certain purpoſes : and; 
this has actually happened to me. It is even: i 
renne. that the ro employed; bo me to 1 | | 
2 correct * 
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correct the preſs may have been gained. This 
I have thought proper here to remark; and at 
the ſame time to requeſt my reader, if he 
meets with ſuſpicious paſſages, not to forget 
what I now” premiſe for my juſtification. 
Mirabeau is a man capable of any meanneſs, 
if by it he can gratify his avarice, his pride 
as an author, or his luſt of revenge. He was 
too much of a poltroon to attack me with his 
ſword, when he ſaw me porſonally. With 
his pen le could not defend himſelf, for mine 
| had expoſed. and defeated him. His only 
weapons, therefore, were the laſt reſources 
| of a detected villain» On the other hand, 
truth and the public voice were for me. 
An acute judge of mankind; Mirabeau's 
envy was particularly excited by the pre- 
ſumptiof that my work would procure me 
* favour; and be of advantage to me at Ber- 
lin; and by falſification of a word or a line 
occaſionally, in his pirated edition that ap- 
peared in Berlin much earlier than my own, 
and perhaps by the corruption of my pub- 
cher, he fruſtrated all my hopes of advan- 
1 ßes and turned 10 my prejudice, © 
185 8 A They | 


£ | * 


| | © 8 30 
They who are acquainted with literary la- 
bours, may eaſily judge of the pains it coſt me 

to write in a foreign language, and afterwards” 

copy; with my own hand, four large volumes, 
within the ſpace of five months, whilſt, con- 
formably to the manners of Paris, I was ob- 
liged to ſpend the whole day till midnight in 

the buſtle of a numerous ſociety. This I did, 

and at the ſame time obtained the applauſe 
of the nation in a far higher degree than any 

German, who had ventured, as an author, to 
enter the lifts of French literature. The 

voices of the academicians, the learned, and i 

all the French reviews, were MI. for: E it 

me: this was honour enough./'/ - + + 5% i 

Nov to reſume the thread of my nattntipsse = 

To avoid repetition, I ſhall paſs over all the 4 1 0 

circumſtances of which I availed myſelf to 0 | 

promote my purpoſes, or gratiſy my curios: - 

ſity, as every thing relative to the revolution- 4 i 

appertains to my hiſtory. of it, and is there: | 

related. I ſay nothing more of the man 

teſtimonies of friendſhip J received from a i 

whole nation, for which I had done nothing. | 1 
Suffice it, I was invited to ſpend my laſt das 
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| Me. 134 ) 
in France, I was offered the poſt, of camp- 
marſhal, with a penſion of eight thouſand 
* livres*; and I might here have well pro- 
vided for all my children. Such an offer was 
never made me in a country for which [ have 
| | ſuffered every poſſible affliction, and lived 
and laboured two and forty years. But my 
ſentiments and circumſtances allowed me not 
to accept offers ſo highly advantageous. 1 
was fatisfied to leaye with general efteem a 
nation, in which the heirs of my name will 
find all hearts prejudiced in their favour; 
and to bear away the reputation of having 
facrificed all private intereſt to the deſire: of 
acting as a man of honour, who lives only: 
to ſname thoſe that will not know him in his 
true character. I was ſatisfied that men ſaw 
what 'Erenck could do and effect, when he 
thought fit to apply himſelf to any important 
enterpriſe. For men that know how-to: gain 
and. preſerve the love of the people in a 
foreign country are certainly not to be of- 
tended with run if 15 be n of 
TEM) 0 Kune inn 
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avenging themſelves, A opportuvity be bo 


not wanting. TE Mi: 29 oh 


That nothing was to be 3 from me, 


however, I have ſhown in the French, Bra- 
bantine, and Hungarian revolutions. The 
now humbled court- party regret that they 


liſtened not to my advice, given with ſince- 


rity, and after duly conſidering circumſtances; 


whilſt their victorious opponents embrace = 
me with brotherly love; though to obtain it = 
never treacherouſly betrayed the confidenee 
with which I: was treated by the friends of 1 
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the ancient government. This event, dur- = 


ing which I was accidentally at Paris, will Me 
ever remain a principal epoch in the hiſtory WM 


of my life.  Viruleatly as this hiſtory has 


been attacked by greedy printers and ob 
{cure - hired- writers, their pamphlets have 


produced little benefit to the publiſhers. . A 
man of honour. writes his name in his title- 


page, and anonymous ſcribblers vaniſh like 
moths that ſhun the light of day. I have 


publiſhed my, defence, and all my nameleſs 
accuſers are at once and for ever anſwered; 


if any one believes himſelf perſonally offended, _ 


( 136 3 

he knows where I am to be found ; 2 1 
do not 9 5 en to be long inquired 
Count Gravenitz, late aulic beer 
alone has ſought to vindicate his honour, 
Which he conceived to be injured, by my 
naming him amongſt the Zettos and Krue- 
gels. The good man, however, has for- 
gotten what I ſaid to him in his chamber, 
when he wos at the head of the aulic council. 
He then expreſſed his ſorrow and repent- 
ance for his deciſion, for which he had been 
paid by my opponent; and I generouſly for- 
gave him as a poor ſinner demanding pardon: = 
But when in his feeble defence he denies 


that he was in due form caſhiered, he is a 


Har; for all Vienna, and in particular the 
imperial agent Schroeder, have proved, 
| that, in the cauſe of one Palma, he ſuffered 
| himſelf to be corrupted. The ſame thing 
had happened before, on more occaſions 
| than one, but had been looked over, as one 
| hand waſhes the other: this time, however, he 
Vas ſuſpended, The only thing that enabled 
* him to hold up his head for a few TR under 


3 
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3 ( 137 * 
the reign of Thereſa, was his felling Luther, 
and going over to the only true faith, She 
dying too ſoon for him, his apoſtate fanati- 
ciſm was at an end. Ne then went to Hun- 


gary, and attempted to take in count Theo-. 


dore Bathiany by various projects; but his 
ſcheme failed, his deſign was diſcovered, and 
the count clapped the aulic counſellor into pri- 
ſon. After remaining ſore time in durance, 
he was ſet at liberty, and returned to Vienna 


There he ſpeedily received from the emperor - iſ 


the conſilium abeundi: in plain Engliſh, it 
vas recommended to him to quit the eity as 


faſt as poſſible, as the monarch wiſhed: not . iſ 
to ſtamp diſgrace on the court of juſtice, .by 
inflicting public puniſhment on one of its 


judges. He had juſt entered into a contract 
to ſpirit away a number of German ſubjects, 
to form a colony in Spain; and for this 
crime the worthy aulic counſellor, and dealer 
in human fleſh, was depoſed from the lere of 
juſtice, and expelled the country. 


That this was his real fate, I here Wan 8, bt. 
my honour ; ; and his raſhneſs, i in endeavour- | WW 
ing to juſtify himſelf, compels r me to make =_ 
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it known. As to what he ſays of my biſtory 
in other reſpects, it is perfectly indifferent to 
me whether he believes it or not: the appro- 
bation of a Gravenitz would not leſs diſgrace 
me, than his teſtimony juſtify. He who, 
ſeated on the bench of juſtice, could. fuffer 
himſelf to be corrupted by a bribe,—he who, 
| for love of gain, could ſell his countrymen * 
into flavery, is no longer to be numbered 
amongſt honeſt men, and deſerves not that 1 


would contaminate my pen with his name. 


I chere be any one in whom his ſuper ficial 
defence has excited favourable ſentiments, 
let him write to any agent of the avlic coun- 

eil, and inquire the reaſon why Gravenitz 
was diſmiſſed: his general character will then 
Proclaim what he is. His want of integrity 
coſt me eighteen thouſand florins , of which 
he robbed my chiidren for a bribe of a hun- 
dted ducats. Much good may it do him! 
The money I have already forgotten; and 
e it not from his ereus. 4 an y 
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1 9 
with to meet Mr. von Gravenitz in the 
courſe of my travels, and that he may de- 
mand a demonſtration: à paſteriori of What 1 
have written ;—he ſhall then meet with his 
deſert. | 9 * 
Having now ſeen every tung 1 nikadd in 
Paris, and my domeſtic affairs: calling me 
home, I went to the hotel de ville to M. de 
la Fayette, and Mr. Bailly, the mayor, the - 
only perſons who had then power to grant 
paſſports ; as in the general ferment the pri-. 
| vileges of forcign arabaſſadors were neitber 
regarded nor allowed. The paſſport of the ⁵⁵ 
imperial : miniſter, 1 in particular, could not 5 1 
avail me, as he had fied from Paris himſeiff 
for his own ſecurity. Both the leaders of == 
the armed citizens were my friends, and 
both urgently intreated me to defer: my 
journey, as no one could anſwer for my not 
being troubled and detained fifty times on the 
road by the armed citizens and peaſants; as 
at this period the ariſtocrats; and the chieis 
the vanquiſhed party were ede 
eretly to eſcape out of the kingdom. I con- 4 
£ tinuedefirm in my requelt; however; 5 bd 1 
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(140) 
they went into the office to diſpatch me. 


They ſoon brought me out my paſſport 
with great politeneſs; and Fayette ſaid, he 
"earneſtly requeſted me that I would go with- 
out any weapon, as no traveller yet, without 


exception, durſt carry any arms. Looking 
at hun ſternly, and with a countenance de- 


cidedly . of a ſenſe hs infult, I an- 


ſwered : 


Tt General, I am an officer in the ſervice of 
.* 4 e power, and whoever demands the 
"Ford: of Trenck ſhall die by its point.— 


not be in a paſſion, my dear friend, re- 


54 plied he. But what if a thouſand come ina 
body, and demand it ?—Then the. firſt that 

comes within my reach dies; and fo ſhall all 
dat cannot overpower me. They looked at 
me with amazement; took back my paſf- 


port; left me for a few minutes; and then 


brought me another, in which arms were 
not prohibited me. As a particular mark of 
eſteem, the number of my ſervants, or fel- 


low-travellers, too, was left unde termined; ſo 


bat 1 could eafily have affiſted any of the 
| NBA ove out of the One oe 
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But this I did not, *as I would; in no-wiſe 7 


fend choſe who had loaded me with friend- 


ſhip. I now took my leave: every one em- 


braced me heartily, but all doubted my ar- 
riving quietly at the frontiers, where every; 
ſpecies of licentiouſneſs was. tolerated,” and 
the armed peaſants ſwarmed on every ſide. 
Six weeks before I had demanded a pul 


port, and had taken leave of the whole city, 


to depart, on the roth of June. But, this, - 


was merely an artifice. I knew before-hand. 
nearly the time when the revolution would 


break out: ſo, that I might not be under a, 


neceſſity of embracing one party or the 
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> other, I left Paris, and returned privarcly;, 
remaining incognito at the houſe of Mr. 


Bochmer, jeweller to the court; the perſon. . 


who ſold the celebrated necklace to the car- I In 
dinal Rohan. From this circumſtance” had 

I an opportunity of diſcovering; the true 
hiſtory of that adventure, in Which madame 
la Motte acted the principal N and of. 

lar agg W : 

In this houſe I beheld in private every ttep IP 

ol the rede, without riſk. of being 9 
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which 1 ſhall publiſh a parti ula 
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forced to avow my party. But when the 
decifive blow was ſtruck, 1 appeared publicly 
amongſt the people, and was received, as be- 
fore, with open arms. Many of the unfor- 
runate, too, had J opportunities of ſerving. 

> With the more ſatisfaction did I depart for 
having witneſſed this grand ſcene, in which 

the deſpotic king of the French found, by 
experience, that a nation without a king is 
ſtill a nation; but that a king without a peo- 
ple is indeed an inſignificant being. Vet of 
an offended people, urged to actual inſurrec- 
tion, he only who then beheld revenge, rage, 
or deſpair, depicted on every countenance 


* throughout the vaſt and poliſhed city of 


Paris, can form an adequate judgment. — 
And, O my God! how little, how degecteg, 
how heartleſs, how diſquieted appeared then 


te favourites of a court, the proud inſenſible 


nobles, the heroes of the parade and anti- 
chamber, the jack-puddings and favour- 
mongers of the palace, whilſt they ſought 
compaſſion, pity, and protection from the 
leaſt of the people, roaming about with hal- 
| rers in their * * to tie up to the firſt 
Bock <p | . lantern- 


by 
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 lantern-poſt every miniſter and every blood- 
fucker: of the nation. Surely ſuch events 
muſt ſerve as warnings to thoſe who endea- 
vour to lead hood-winked kings by the noſe, 
and for their private ends would perſuade 
them that the wealth of the public is their 
property, that they are above all laws, and 
that they may ſport uncontrolled with the 
natural rights of man. | a 
From my ſoul I pray that n event may, 
by being properly nee give happineſs | 
to all France. 
That nation, prone to noble Giri "A 
ſerves not to be whipped and ſcourged to 
the duties of a ſubject. And with this wiſn 
left I Paris, regretting the neceſſity of my 
departure, as I would gladly have lived: and” 
died within its walls. | od 
At the barrier I was ſtopped wn a num 
ber of armed'citizens, and my paſſport ies 8 
demanded. But, on Ber ving my face; one 5 


of them exclaimed: This is our rien 5 ; 
Trenck: go on in God's s name; and take 


our beſt wiſhes with gan ; Kar need ee . 
Port in France! | | 
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Thus - was it Aike me hint the 
country. Wherever I mentioned my name, 


no paſſport was required; and even in the 


villages the armed peaſants trecogniſed me. 


I paſſed through Metz when the peopl# 


were raging in full fury, and burning the bar- 
riers. My equipage was German, and ſu- 
ſpicious ; while every paſſenger was: ſtrictly 
_ obſerved. But as foon as they ſaw my paſi- 
port, with my name, they let me go on ſe- 
curely through the collected crowd. 

About a mile from Verdun I fell in with a 


regiment of huſſars, commanded by colonel | 


count Peſtalozzi, on their return from the 
plain of Sablons. The officers knew me, 


and made room for me in the midſt of them. 


I was proceeding with the regiment, when 1 


was met by a coach full of ladies. The 


hen they arrived in Paris, related, that they 
had fallen in with me on the road as a pri- 
ſoner, attended by a party of huffars. The 

account as not improbable, and greatly 


25 alarmed y friends. In Verdun 1 was ſur- 
_—Founded- by all the officers. The biſhop 1 
wet heard of my arrival, and invited me to din- 
el. 01 : 8 ee. A | 
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ner. This invitation 1 thought proper to de- | 
cline, as I was travelling in haſte: but no 
excuſe was admitted; I was forced to make 


my appearance, and found the worthieſt 


prelate that I had ever met with in my life. | 
The company was large: I was treated as if | 

I belonged to the nation: and this day was 
certainly one of the pleaſanteſt I ever ſpent; 
Marſhal Broglio had fledhither, and remained 
inghe epiſcopal palace with his old 
friend. But the people got intelligence of ĩ ir, 
ſent a deputation to their beloved paſtor, to 
inform him, that his caſtle ſnould be pulled 


incognito 


down, if he afforded protection to the traitor 


Broglio. By the aſſiſtance of one of mx 
„however, he was ſafely conducted 


frie >NGS 
away, and fled to Luxe mbourg ; though pro- 
bably he knew not to whom he was indebted 


for this important ſervice. Overwhelmed . : 

wich teſtimonies of friendſhip, I proceeded to 

nts, where I had promiſed the duke 

a viſit. There I ſtaid four days, and EA 33 
every poſſible honouiufu. | 


Deux Por 


I was now on German ground, and had laid 0 5 1 
| aſide my French national cockade. The only | 
_ diſadvantage 
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diſadvantage I received frorn the revolution 
wWuas, that through my friends I had obtained the 
aal ſſurance of having my two eldeſt daughters 

rend provided for in ſome convent; 

but with the downfall of the court party «hi 

2 pect was rendered fruitlefs. 

Another circumſtance I muſt here remark, 

that ſhows the malice of my fate. A lady 

of Normandy, ho had an only daughter 
' Hfteen years old, and poſſeſſ d a paternal 
eſtate of eighty thouſand livres * a year, was 
ſo much taken with me, that ſhe offered me 
this daughter for my eldeſt ſon, and gave me 
ber word for the perſqxm nce. I wrote to 
| him at Vienna, deſiring him to quit that 
dity, and come to me as quickly as poſſible. 

He returned me for anſwer— That it was 

impoſſible for him to reſolve on any ſuch 
IHE fiep, as he was ſatisfied with his ſituation in 
1 Kuſtria, was beloved in his regiment, and 
would remain a zealous and faithful ſervant 7 
*. che enper or. 

4 then made the e to my ſecond 


vs 
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in the Pruſſian ſervice. He 
*rold me ThE his aim was to be a good 
Pruſſian officer; and that this was ſo much 
to his inclination, he wiſhed no other for- 
a; | r- 
Thus happens | it to the beſt of faber = * 

He ſighs, when his children, with blood boil- 
ing high, imagine happineſs reſides in the 
livery of a loldier, and ſees them with grief 
ler flip opportunities never again-to be ex- 
peed. Thus unfortunate was I in F rance, 
where the hopes of promoting the le, N 1 M0 
of my children were fo fruſtrated. Let Gy 
all my daughters had been wich me, I am 
certain they would have been provided fo $ 

as, from the enthuſiaſm I inſpired, few French- 
men would not have thought themſelves no. 7 
noured in becoming my &o- ſons. Beſides 
they were not deficient in beauty, aa, 
or perſonal qualifications for making a huſ- 
band happy: and their minds were bel 
by myſelf. Unluckihy they were not with 
INE: and the n eee 18 e 8 
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71 had in France another important advan- 
tage for the eſtabliſnment of my children 
In Ruſſia my mother had taken for her ſe- 
cond huſband a count Loſtange. Now, as 
the very reſpect able family of Loſtange is 
allied to the firſt houſes in France, with thoſe 
of Rochefoucault and Rocheaimont, all which 
called me dear uncle, and dear couſin, an ho- 
- nour ſeldom obtained by a German, nothing 
would have been eaſier than, bY their means, 
to have obtained huſbands for my daughters, 
who have nothing in Auſtria, where I have 
no relations, and were ſtupid national. pride 
requires letters-patent, that money without a 
ſhadow of merit can readily purchaſe at 
Vienna. Hence the duty of a father is a 
heavy burden to my grey haifs #* *for cannot 
t quiet in my village, when my children are 
= STown up, and are to be introduced into the 


| * - world. Againſt my will I muſt accompany 


them, and relinquiſh now my ſtrong inclina- 
tion for the tranquil ſimplicity of: rural life. 
On this account prineipally do travel through 
the world, ſeeking opportunities to be 85 ad- | 
N — . os. 
45 3 | ET” * On 


ba 


ſtretch to heat my account of the French 1 
revolution. Bot I avoided all company: - 3 
and, as the emperor lay very ill, he learnt, | 
from me, through the grand equerry, prince, |} 


did not diſguiſe the.troth. 7 


10 inform him of the Brabantine revolution, 


| be den and employed on | this occaſion the, * | 


LY 
PASS 0 


"2M | * 149 13 | | 
On my return to Vienna, at the end ol 1 
Auguſt, every one's curioſity was on the i 


Deitrichſtein, what he wiſhed to know, and. _ 
what probably "without me he could not | 
have known. To that gentleman alone 1 en- 
truſted all my ſecrets, without reſerve. Ire- +1 
ſpe& him, as I know his character; and, as 
he. ſaw the emperor daily, and jsaccuſiomed ' 55 =. 
to ſpeak. from his heart, 1 am ay that he 


* 


1 availed myſelf of this opportunity chiefly, 


as in Paris I had been enabled to 1 
the whole tranſaction. I demonſtrated to 

him, that Brabant was loſt without reſource. i 
To this the emperor paid no attention, think’ 
ing the whole affair a trifle of no importance. 33 
When I ſaw this, I retired to my country, ; -. 
leads: and ſent him an account of . ching - 
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following ſtrong expreſſion: If your majeſty 
does not not loſe Brabant within three months, 
J will forfeit my head from my ſhoulders. 
But, alas! no anſwer followed ,—Upon his 
death · bed he was aſked whether he had re- 
ceived and read my paper. His anſwer was: 
yes: Trenck was in the right, but I could 
not believe it, and it is too late.— remain, 
in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word, an honeſt 
man.—and what is my reward? Nothing. 
It is true the monarch would willingly have 
known from me every particular, for the 
purpoſe of farisfying his vengeance: but I 
was not his ſpy; and Trenck will never, _ 
ingratiate himfelf with a crowned head, be- 
tray friends who deem him worthy of their 
conlidence: knaves only, incited by avarice, 
are capable of ſuch actions. In Brabant_I 
had many friends: baron von der Hagen, 
governor of Bruffels after the revolution, was 
my wife's nephew; and T'am well aflured, 
| that the true Brabantine patriots, who are . 
not the tools of prie ſts, approve my conduct 
Vith reſpect to the revolution, and 1 will fe. 
2 main the friends of my chüldfen. eee 
WE . Nas 4 
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Now am I a citizen of the world, leaving 
vekiand me friends in every nation; and in 
that deſcription I may certainly melude the 


ago I was in Peſt, where diſcontent and mur- 


muring reigned, not without cauſe ; and the 


national. pride of the Haungarians was urge d. 
almoſt to deſperation. 


Let my friends, who. then b $a . 
hearts to me without reſerve, who laid before 
me all their ſecrets, reflect on the advice I | 


gave them. Was I not a true prophet, 


when 1 ſaid, Children forbear the time 18 | 
not yet come reſiſtance will be your ruin. ; 


Be patient, and wait a favourable opportunity, 


Within twice twelvemonths all the attempts. 


| honeſt people of Hungary, Three years. 


of your enemies muſt and will come to ⁵ 


nought, and Joſeph will retract every thing. 5 


that he now ſo raſhly ordain ? lb 7 


+. 


This ſatisfaction, too, have I krati to 7 5 2 } 
ceive, that he fulfilled my prophecy juſt i ns 
time on his death bed. What has been cf; 
* fefted in France with ſo much bloodſhed, 2 42 


Ry * we 


Hungary has obtained without ſacrificing che 3 
8 £3 5 | 
> life of a. ſiogle-citizen., Avail yourſelves of. i 
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- the opportunity, and take heed, that no ec- 
cleſiaſtical fetters be forged to FATE: the 
civil ones ſhaken of 


— 


27 
Principiis 410 ſero aki Leiter: 


Fr Eby, y Prevention! 18 better than remedy.“ 4 


v of opportunity offer, think on the uniaſ 


poſſefiors of the eſtates of Trenck in Sclavo- 


nia, which 1 loſt in the moſt ſhameful man- 
ner, Contrary*to all the fundamental laws of 
Hungary, whilſt the preſident of your exche- 


quer, with deſpotic power, rendered many 


families poor to enrich himſelf and his friends; 


and receive my children and heirs as lawful 
denizens of the kingdom of Hungary, whoſe 
75 father, notwithſtanding all the injuſtice he a 
>” "has experienced, will ſtill carry an honeſt 
4 Hungarian heart to his grave, that would have 


bled freely for your liberties, but now rejoices 


over the revival of your happineſs. Think, | 


too; on the merits of that Trenck, late com- 


© mander of the pandours, who did honour to 


his country. And preſerve in your archives 


- and- libraries my writings, particularly my 
true account of the French | revolution, 
_-. ET Re 5 


n 


iam 1: 
the Prieſt Unmaſked, the Balance between | 
the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical DOWRrh and the 5 
Macedonian Hero. 
A revolution in Auſtria, too, It 1 to „ | 
I was in Vienna when Jofeph, ſtrug ggling with 
death, beheld all his purpoſes fruſtrated, and 
had time to retract the greater part of them, 
before the flame burſt out. He died; yet 
for me he had done nothing; he had made 
me no reparation. Thereſa, at the end of 
her days, was probably inclined, to do much 
for me: ſo aſſuredly was the emperor. But, 
alas | they both breathed, their laſt in the 
arms of monks; and where monks find ad- 
miſſion, I and my rights have nothing to 1 b 
Important, however, were theſe two years, | 
that paſſed ſince I concluded the third volume 
of my biſtory at Berlin. They were as 
two years of triumph, in which I received in | 
foreign lands thoſe laurels that I had deſerved 7 | | 
in Auſtria, yet there alone did not find. 5 
| new reign perhaps may bring new days, in 
© which I may gather the fruit of my tols. 
Thus at leaſt I thought at the time; -& but the 
event proved otherwiſe. Now, therefore, I 
Hs Bend tall | 
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ſhall not ſtand ſelf- condemned, if 1 reſolve to 
ſeek a haven where my pen can, with free- 
dom, diſcloſe what it has hitherto contealed, 
and vindicate the honours > _ Wovory 

3 I am no more. | 
The reform-decree of the emperor Jo- 
ſeph had forcibly wreſted from every land- 
holder in Auſtria a third part of his property, 
and the defpotic proceeding of the officers 
of the directorial courts diſguſted me with 
tural't economics, in a country where no agri- 
cultural improvements could be expected 
from bailiffs, wo, frortr huſbandmen; were 

obliged to become lawyers; as on this head, 
not the former, they were examined at the 
diets. - Such people, however, are not to be 
had but with e expence, without the 
leaſt advantage | in regard to the principal ob- 
ject. A more melancholy ſituation cannot 
Well be conceived for a landed man in this 
country, who ſees all his expectations fruſ- 
trated; and from the new regulations his 
| peaſants will work no more, lince they can- 
not be cbmpelled to work. At the fame 
time, the | — number of recruits raiſed for 
+ : 1 the 
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the army deprives the N of its ofeful | 
hands, ſo that agriculture mult be negleRted 3, 


the ſcarcity of workmen doubles eXPENCES 3 2 


#7; 
and the taxes are rapidly augmenting. Thus 


with grief I beheld the remains of my poſ- 
ſeſſions, ſnatched with difficulty from the 
gripe of covetouſneſs, daily Hmniniſbing: 
and, as property has here no ſecurity, I muſt 
nov, grown grey with age, leave a country 
where I could not labour with farisfaCtion, 
ſacrifice my quiet to the duty of a father, and 
ſeek another port, which I had deſcried long 
go, when my aims were more humble. 
Forty- three years have I laboured and ſuf. 
fered in the Auſtrian dominipns, negl:Qing 
or refuling every opportunity of. obtaining 
wealth or honours, that, my memory right 


never be branded with the reproach of mu- 


tability: and I am rewarded with ingrati⸗ 
tude. Long ago, indeed, I ought to have 


been ſenſible that] was acting unwiſely When 


I let flip an occaſion, on which 1 might, 
have. left with "honour a country, "where 
prieſtly vengeance found its full range to 
keep m men of my ſtamp out of the field of. 


— 
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action. But thoſe years are fled, and repent- 

ance comes too late. Suffice it that I have 

"*K&ted my part with repute and general ap- 

probation ; and if it be not applauded at Vi- 

enha, Rome, or Madrid, in every other 

Country of Europe my reception has been 

enviable. My love of liberty, indeed, and 

the freedom of my pen, are not calculated 

to pleaſe every one; yet they have injured 
myſelf alone, and I repent them not. 

God grant that my hitherto ſtormy and 

unquiet courſe may at length peaceably come 

to an end. Lived I for myſelf alone, I had 

long ago been at reſt, and would have little 

regarded the third confiſcation of my pro- 

perty; but the duty of a parent has hitherto 

deterred me from this reſolution, though the 

face furrowed with age ought to do nothing 

that can render it ridiculous. We are now 

8 ata critical period. Within theſe two. years 

I have witneſſed events, which Lardently de- 

ſired twenty years ago, when I was ſufficiently 

| young, when I enjoyed ſufficient ſtrength to 

have taken an active part in them. Still, 

Nee I can be uſyful in this ſcene as a 

. 
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ſpectator, though feeble, or chop my curtain f 
with applauſe, or quit with approbation the 42 
theatre of politics. Certainly it is more be 
coming for one of my years to look on, 2 
applaud others, than to be hiſſed off s 
ſtage. My hiſtory will be read when La 
de no more. Whether its veracity be diſ- 
puted or not, a hundred years hence; When 
every eye · witneſs of it is dead, is a matter of 
indifference to me, ſince 1 have had the ſa⸗ 
tisfaction to obtain and enjoy, in the higheſt 
poſſible degree, the confidence 0 1 
bation of my contemporaries. — 
I have now to relate an occurrence, that 
confirms the unwearied perſecution of / Pf 
fare. I had received ſome money in Paris 
for my writings; and as no one durſ- tale 
more than five and twenty guineas „ 
money with him, Whilſt all the ene 
were endeavouring to eſcape out of the 
country, and the people were every Where 
up in arms, 7 gave my cafſi to the banker 
Pinet, my intimate friend, and took 4 
him a bill on Vienna. nie 
OF our parting he wept — ed 
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ORE and faid, —< Weſhall never ſee "ey 
other again, my friend. Il aſſured him that 


I ſhould ſoon return again, as it was my in- 


fention to ſpend the remainder of my days in 
France. With a ſorrow ful countenance he 
fepeated,—* I ſhall never ſee you again.“ 
My purpoſe, was to go ſtraight to Vienna, 
os firſt to pay all my debts, to ſet my af- 
fairs in order, and then to proceed to Zwer- 
bach to my eſtate; no more to mix in the 
affairs of the world, but to ſuffer my lamp 


to go out gently in the midſt of my family. 


When 1 arrived at the poſt- houſe at Kem- 


| melbach, which was but two hours journey 
from Zwerbach, I there found my wife and 


two eldeſt daughters, who were come to an 


auction. What an unfortunate meeting for 


me ! could not poſſibly avoid going home 
with them. A ſecret inclination to go on to 


Vienna rendered me uneaſy ; yet I ſtaid with 
them five — | 
On my arrival at Van] preſented the 


vill of exchange for eight hundred and ſixty, 
pounds. With what aſtoniſhment. was I 


ftruck, when the perſon to | whom } preſented 
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it aid, 6. Vou come too late, Gr EO Wt 


« we received news that Pinet has failed for 


« fifty millions of livres, and has ſhot are wi 
through the head! 1 
Accuſtomed to the N af Kh ME 
and enhardened againſt- them, 1 wonder at 
my own calmneſs, that I could ſtill patiently 
await what might be yet to come, without 
exclaiming againſt Providence, who had ſent 
my wife to Kemmelbach juſt at the moment, 
to divert me from my purpoſe of proceeding 
with ſpeed to Vienna. It is true that I was 
diſquieted in my mind the whole five. days I 
ſpent at Zwerbach, without knowing Why. 
Perhaps my good genius was preſſed hy 
Pinet's reſtleſs ſpirit to give me warning; but 
ethereal beings poſſeſs not the orgats of 
ſpeech, I was unable to divine its meaning. 
A preſentiment of approaching misfortune is 
a viſion, the operation of which on my ming 
I never could explain. Three days earlier 1 4 
ſhould have received my money at Vienna: 
but theſe Qlipped by, I loſt all, and muſt form Be 
new plans, engage in new. undertakings | o 
ſupply my neceſſities. Surely As veſſel 5 
Ta. 2 | 8 5 _ wrath. 
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wrath have I been appointed from ak eters 
nity to unceaſing labour and agitation. Rich | 
and happy ſhall I never be on this earth. 
The preceding uncommon incident I have 
related, merely to ſhow that good. fortune 
does not always depend on ourſelves “; and 
that the hiſtory of my life is a ſchool for 
thoſe who feel no reaſon to reproach them- 
ſelves with having been the cauſes that they 
are ſtrangers to eaſe and quiet. 
It is only incomprehenſible to me low 
Pinet, who had a ſincere regard for me, and 
gave me, when in Paris, great and convincing 
proofs of his friendſhip and confiderice, ſhould 
take my money, when he knew himſelf 
about to fail for fifty millions, and ſhot him- 
ſelf che fixth day after my departure. To 
me his conduct is inexplicable. Still I muſt 


* Perhaps it ſuows the very reverſe, and teaches us 
dat wie make our fortune good or bad. Had not 
Trenck ſuffered himſelf to be diverted . his pur - 
poſe, for the fake of gratifying the inclination of the 
moment, his money would not have been loſt. It is a 
grand leſſon, that evefything is to be attained by per- 
nee and the ſtemdy purſuit of our object. T. 


N e 
find new expedients to provide for my fa- I 
mily, and keep myſelf at ” far from-t the 1 
defired port. - 
The emperor Joſeph was not a man i 


me: I never ſought his favour ; I wiſhed not wv 


to ſerve him even in the moſt honourable 
poſts. His biographers durſt not write the 
truth; and my pen might be ſuſpected of 
partiality, were I to make it known. It was 
enough for me, that he was an undoubted 


enemy to literature, held all men of letters . 


in contempt, and had made a vow never t 
read a printed book as long as he lived. 
A deſpot certainly he was in the higheſt | 

pollble degree: conſequently my Macedo- 
nian Hero, and my free ſtyle of writing, 5 


of the preſs only becauſe he ſaw his people 
funk too deep in the mire of che groſſeſt ig- 
norance to fear the 3 of enlightened : 
ſentiments. e ng 
Had his education been different bb mige | 
have been a greater potentate, but he nevex 
would have been a great Man. Profound- 8 
mess was in no reſpect one of his;quillitiest 


1) 
thus ſuperficially he appeared to poſſe 
knowledge, but he never had capacity for 
going to the bottom of any thing. Vanity 

was his foible ; his temper was cruel and 
implacable; his countenance, expreſſive - of 
ſcorn, indicated a maſter who fancied every 
one his inferior. He wiſhed to be thought 
Juſt, without being ſo. Of his paſſions he 
had not the command; and neither nature 
nor art had formed him for the part of a 
| hero, at which he aimed. Naturally ſuſpi- 
VB cious, he could not but be ſevere and unfeel- 
ing to a nation actually ſunk to the loweſt 
degree of baſeneſs and depravity. Honour, 
patriotiſm, ſocial duty, magnanimity, virtue, 
honeſty, are not known even by name in Vi- 
* enna. Neither at home nor at ſchool, nei- 
| ther from! their parents nor maſters, do youth 
E learn or hear any principles capable of form- 
ing worthy men or good citizens. In every 
convent, in every place of pilgrimage, in 
* ey * indu e are to be 5 in 
WH ge eng is 5 a crime, even be 
= aggro ule him to bejtts 
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rupted, and paſſes an iniquitous ſentence, has | 
nothing to do but diſpatch a poor fellow wick 


2 ſm of money to the ſhrine of St. Mary, 


pray for him, and bring him back a full par- = 
don. Good deeds are ſet off againſt bad? 


the latter are indorſed to ſome other, like 


„ bills of exchange; maſſes are paid for with 


ſtolen money; and he who has lived fifty: 


years a villain, receives on his death-bed ab- 


ſolution from a prieſt in the twinkling of ann 


eye. Theſe are truly the religious principles 
of Auſtria, Contractors, officers of thę trea- 
ſury, commiſſaries, agents, and almoſt all MM 
who have opportunities of enriching, them - "W 
ſelves with the public money, plunder with! 
out bluſhing, without fear of puniſhment. 1 
The goodneſs and exceſſive indulgence of 

_ Thereſa encouraged thoſe who were openly 


known for robbers of the public. Joſeph 
endeavoured to put an end to ſuch practices 


by diſplaying the rod; but his attempt was a Wi 


jeſt, where almoſt all are knaves by rule: 


The chain in all the courts of juſtice is too | bl. 


wa linked: and where a monareb,;/who: 
wants acute diſcernment of character, muſt 
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chooſe from the many; where one protects 


another; where knaves have the law in their 


hands; where an honeſt man, if ſuch an one 


ſhould by chance be found, is condemned as 


2 viſionary by preſidents, expelled from the 
council as a reſtleſs diſturber, and forced to 
languiſh in inaction; new laws, with long 
and patient perſeverance, are requiſite to 
form a new national character.. 
Thus Joſeph was incapable of. effefting 


any grand reform ; for in a country ſo deeply 
ſunk in depravity, injunctions, ſcourges, and 
_ -,Executioners are of no avail. The whole na- 
tional character muſt be changed and new 
moulded: All eccleſiaſtics ſhould be ex- 


cluded from ſyſtems of education; for they 


teach according to the precepts of the Romiſh: 


church, which cheriſh vice and ignorance; as 
the wiſe have little reliance on prieſts, and 
the virtuous have no need of abſolution. 
Good teachers are at preſent wanting in the 
Auſtrian dominĩons; conſequemly it is im- 
prakticable to form good ſeminaries, For 


this at leaſt two generations are requilite ; 


- gs 188 R long life of a 
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Frederic, to ſee them ſpring up, grow, and 
bloſſom, to produce men qualified to fil! 
with advantage every department of the po- 
litical ſyſtem. To the conduct of ſuch al 
enterpriſe Joſeph was altogether | unfitted; 


He was for accompliſhing every thing by 


force. He ſifted nothing thoroughly; he 
knew not the true ſource of the evil; and 


made laws and ordinances before he had re- 
moved the obſtacles to their execution, or 


could aſcertain the practicability of his de- 


ſigns. What was the conſequence? An 
immenſe number of explanations, as his de- 


crees were obſcure and equivocal; litthe * 
ſteadineſs in enforcing them; and, at length, 
indifference” to the non- obſervance of them, 
or perhaps their repeal, followed by new. or- 


dinances, that experienced the ſms fate as 
the former. 0 


Never was the ts dupid price mote 
contemned, leſs valued, leſs beloved, or leſs 
obeyed, than Joſeph. Wiſe we muſt certainly 
allow him to have been in his way: but he 
was ſoon wearied of his undertakings, gde. 
terred, chagrined, and diſſatisfied; whilſt his 
5 miniſters and counſellors: followed the old 


f „ „ 


— — 
8 — 1 
3 


—— — 
* 


. 
* 


—— 23 
_ — ́—ͤ—)j— — Ew 
—— —— — 
— — — ys — 
W 


2 
y 
* 
» , 2 
P / 
mY —— = — 2 3 
— = — n 


. 
. 


» — we 4 -- 
r A * Ta. — 0 
„„ _ 
« - - — -—- WE 


300-43. 
taute, and no perſon of abilities affiſted lim, 
afmhe was reſolved to know and conduct 
every thing by himſelf. So circumſtanced, 
be was actually an enemy to mankind, and, 
* had he lived longer, he would gradually have 
F n the moſt unfeeling of tyrants. 
I! His daily intercourſe was with people who 
= 3 ſtill leſs than hitmiſelf. Of the ſciences 
that belong to the art of government, he had 
never made himſelf maſter. Occaſionally 
he endeavoured to emancipate himſelf from 
i - groſs prejudices: but they ſoon ſubdued his 
. 3 unculti vated mind; and they whom he choſe | 
>> for his adviſers ſpeedily gained an-aſcendency 
over his confuſed ideas, availed themſelves 
of his weakneſs, and, being enemies to man- 
kind, or ambitious of power, ſteered- him by 
their own compaſs, and left him in the whirl- 
pool of perplexity, ſtriving in vain to reach 
the ore. The more reſiſtance he found, 
the more he ſteeled his heart againſt noble 
and exalted ſentiments. His choſen aſſiſtants 
muſt be deſpots, tyrants, men de void of feel- 
ing. Theſe flattered his natural propenſion 
to obduracy, fortified his heart againſt every 
l 9 alone capable of rendering 
b: F 


— 


princes happy by _— ot 


and tyranniſed over the people in his names 


His pride would not admit of contradiction. 
Flatterers and deceivers prefſed round the 


E throne, and obfcured the truth. As all theſe" 
termed his obſtinacy firmneſs, and exaltec 


his arbitrar ineſs to the ſkies, as the ſole mean 
by which he would become the greateſt of all 


princes, and obſcure the glory of the great 


Frederic, in acquiring fuperior fame, he ſoon 
deſired to appear infallible, and to impart this 
infallibility to all his officers, civil and mili- 


tary, from the general to the corporal, and 


from the judge to the cryer of the court- 


Nothing could offend him more than to 
acquaint him that a judge had ſuffered him» _ = 
ſelf to be corrupted. This I found by my 
own experience. When I denounced to him 
the famous counſellor of the imperial chams 5 
ber, von Zetto, as a knave, he ſaid to me, 
A judge cannot, muſt not be in the wrong; 
ce otherwiſe the whole bench would ceaſe: to „ 
be revered, and become impotent. He 
te who offends a court of JE" Is rac of Fe 
an offence againſt me. „ 
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74 loſt by this affair thirteen chouſand flo- 
rins s, and was obliged to hold my peace ; 
whilſt Zetto was appointed to adminiſter my 
property, and moſt unmercifully fleeced me 
for twelve years; till at length, in conſe- 
quence of freſh crimes, he was forced to 
© tweep the ſtreets of Vienna, and died in the 
| houſe of correction. 

- To render the world thoroughly acquainted 
with the conduct of a Vienna court of juſtice, 
I cannot do better than depict the jadicinm 
militare mixtum of that place in its true co- 
lours ; which will certainly make every ho- 
neſt man ſhudder, and pity thoſe who have 
to ſeeks. redreſs from ſuch Judges. This I ſhall 
do farther on. i 
Circumſtanced as things were, Joſeph 
could not introduce any alteration. A few 
of the [judges and counſellors indeed; he ſet 
in the pillory : but this only ſerved to draw 
the links of the chain cloſer together; and he 
was ſo much the more deceived; more than 
any of his predeceſſors, who ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be guided by their ſpiritual directors. 
A from which to make a ſelection he 
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could. 


E 
could not find, and he wanted penetration to 3 
diſtinguiſh the villain wearing the maſk. of 
hypocriſy from the man of honour without 
diſguiſe: : thus he treated all with ſuſpicion, | 
was reſtleſs and fearful in conducting the im- 
provements he planned, and every thing was 


pen together in chaotic confuſion. 


He thought to remedy the evil by an 155 


menſe number of new laws, ordinances, and | 


reſcripts : : bur, as they were ill digeſted, am- 
biguous, or impracticable, none of his in- 


junctions were fulfilled or carried into ex- 


ecution. Thus the old proverb a Vienna 


law holds but three days —was confirmed, ö 5 = 
and every thing remained in the old way: nay; 4 


the perplexity was ſtill greater; knaves and 
intriguers had free ſcope, and deſpotiſm raged 
uncontrolled at court, in the nn and in 
the tribunals of juſtice. of 23.00 

Writings multiplied to ſuch a degfee, that 9 
it was difficult to ſupply the demand of paper: 


for the lawyers; and their proceedings ſerbed. : 
like the ſhades of a magic lantern; to amuſt, 
Anhovranſvering ny purple "NOINES 
C. tived, reſpecting N lordſhip, i in one year, a 
3 vor. . Boy Ho bende 
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hundred and thirteen ordinances and printed 
reſcripts from the regency and directory of 
the circle, of which not ten were applicable 
or capable of being carried into execution. 
What a young counſellor dreamt in the night, 
or fome projector, vagabond, or blockhead 
buzzed in his ear, was introduced in the 
morning to the council, and afforded matter 
for ſome new decree. 

It is well known that the ſeats of juſtice at 
Vienna are filled with two ſorts of men., The 
firſt conſiſts of young, wealthy cayaliers, that 
poſt through the lower ranks, quickly to be- 
come preſidents. At council theſe entertain 
themſelves chiefly withſtoriesof their amours, 
adventures of public places of amuſement, 
their-horſes, or their pranks at court. Their 
knowledge and ſcience. are in general con- 

fined to the keys of the bed-chamber; and for 
the moſt part they poſſeſs neither capacity 
nor inclination to ſerve the ſtate. Their ju- 

dicial functions, and the rights of the people, 
for which they were placed on the venerable 
ſeatsof juſtice, they leave to the referendaries, 
or the learned, as they are calldde. 
1 irs F | +46. 08 
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The latter are partly block heads, barely ac- 


quainted with the letter of the law; partly | 
wily pettifoggers, verſed in chicane. It is 


now generally known that men of this ſort 
muſt live by preſents and by their tricks 


The more capable an advocate is of diſguiſing 
che truth, and blinding the eyes of the judges, 
the more clients he gains. He, who undertakes 
to defend none but juſt cauſes, will certait 
acquire neither wealth nor fame at the har 
The cheat, the extortioner, the impoſtor, will 
pay. treble from money not his on, and is 
conſequently. ſure. of his cauſe; vhilſt the ho- 
neſt man ſeeks no favour; and is neither wills 
ing nor able to fee lawyers, or judges. u 

One of theſe advocates no ſogner gains/an/ + 


important cauſe t for ſome cavalier; or miniſter 


and preſident, than through his patronage he; 
ſteps into the ſeat of a counſellor. or referenda- 


ry. Well then for them whoſe advocate 4 is an 


old friend and colleague of the new made; ; 


counſellor !—but, alas, for thoſe who {eel ney 
literally their-right! It is, ings d. 


that ſentences are paſſed in che 


vote; but he who is eee, e 


nows, that very few it any off che counſellors” 
pe . read 
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read the documents; of eourſe they vote ac- 
cording; to the ſtatement” of the referendary. 

Colleagues like theſe reciprocally do good 

turns for each other; and he who leads his 

fellow blindly to-day, will be ready to be led 
by him as blindly to- morrow. The preſident 
is generally an ignorant old cavalier: and if 
by chance a ſingle honeſt man ſhould be 
amongſt the herd, and endeavour” to inter- 
ere vrhen he ſees the groſſeſt injuſtice on the 
point of being put in execution, his voice is 
drowned by that of the many, he is compell- 
ed to filence, and he is held out as a turbu- 
ent and odd mortal. As he gains no fees, his 
falary will not allow him to dreſs his wife 
with all the finery diſplayed by others in ſi- 
-milar ſituations; and, if her importunity and 
"his domeſtic neceſſities do not urge him to 
turn rogue, he lives in contempt. Such are 
- hal the proceedings * the” chambers of 
* . wy 

I have been witneſs to a FEY in ide "Ong 

e mixto, where, the referendary left 

his decifion in the cou ;cil-chamber, and ſub- 

ſtituted another in its ſtead. This was re- 
turned from the ſopreme militery court, 
397 3 1 paſſed 


* 
2 * 4 
3 


. * 1 
. 3 9 
* ._ Sw» 
: we. 


1 173 RP 
paſſed | in is form; and when it came to ws 


one before agreed on. The ſurreptitious 


ſentence was highly injurious to me, and par- 


. obtained it. The referendary, however, re- 


ineffectual. This very man is NOW counſel· 


court, where he inflicted on me a Rune 
ſtroke of his vengeance... 


Jo this muſt be 04 the e bag 


_ counſellors are debtors every thing muſt 


follow his beck. 37 
In other courts things are de e 
. in a greater or leſs degree. I Was an eye- 
; witneſs to one ſitting, when fſixty-four liti- 
y gants: and twenty two advocates waited at the. 5 
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read, all preſent found it different from the 


ticularly to my attorney, named Dorfner. 
He ſought redreſs, and by humble intreaty 


mained unpuniſbed, and his ſentence againſt 
me was carried into execution. I remon- 
ſtrated loudly, but my remonſtrances were. 


lor and referendary in the ſupreme» military 


ner is rich, keeps an office for lending money 5 
on pledges, and advances to the judges their 
quarterly ſalaries. Woe betide the man that 
has againſt him an attorney to whom the” | 
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en all of whom were diſpatched W 
three hours. Is it impoſſible, that in theſe 
cauſes the right could have been properly in- 
ve ſtigated ? Surely not. It follows, there. 
fore, that every thing muſt have been deter- 
mined according to the will of the advocates, 
or left to the direbtian * him who drew * 
the deciſions. ; 

Vigilant as be r was, hi OR Jo. 
pn do, notwithſtanding his good intentions, 
in a caſe where no partial reform could be of 
ſervice, where it was neceſſary to pull the 
whole ſtructure down to the ground, where 
coadjutors were wanting, and where amend- 
ment was labour in vain? Thus he fell upon 
palliative means, had a new code of laws 
formed, and yet permitted the old to remain 
in force. As long as the advocates could 


| - quote old and foreign juriſts in their writings, 


prolixity and contradiction aroſe, that ſpun 
out cauſes to an endleſs length. Beſides, all 
the laws were calculated to fill the ones of 
the advocates. | For example 
JLonce ſaw the attorney ae Readings 
in the hall of d court of juſtice, when he 
S003 64 bad 
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had eight ahd twenty cauſes to appear in that 
ſeſſion. He went into the council-chambern, 


had a hearing that did not take him up more ; 


than a quarter of an hour, came out, and 5 


went to another office, where the ſame was 
done for other parties. He had now ſolicited 
delays for twenty-eight clients, for each of 


which he charged three florins ; ; of courſe, in 


the ſpace of half an hour, he gained eighty⸗ 
four florins for doing nothing. In every 
ſtage of the proceſs he had a right to ſolicit 
delay three times, and the advocate for the 


oppoſite party had the ſame right. Thus 


the clients are fleeced, their ſuit lengthen- 
ed out, and the work of the judges am- 
Plified, _ 1 
Still more. According t to the calls of 
e which is generally known, the two 
advocates that carry on a ſuit for oppoſite 
parties are agreed before-hand who ſhall 
win the cauſe. The clients are only dallied 


with, and their purſes drained, whilſt the 

ſpoil is divided in a brotherly manner, Poſ— 
ſeſſion is here more than eleven points of the 
law z for he who holds any thing unjuſtiy i is 
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certain of gaining his cauſe, as he will be ſure 
to pay beſt to ſecure it. 


When theſe two advocates appear in court 
againſt cach other, they contend with incre- 
dible fury: but it is wholly according to a 
preconcerted plan; and, if the referendary 


de not in the plot, they contrive to throw a 
miſt before his eyes, ſo that che truth is com- 


pletely diſtorted. 5 7 

There is not a ſingle inflance i in Viana 
of an advocate's having been puniſhed, for 
having undertaken the moſt palpably unjuſt. 


cauſe, T hey have too many protectors, and 
are too intimately connected with the judges, 
to fear the pillory; and all the laws of the 


land are ſo contrived as to enable them to 


+ Yay the knave, and augment coſts, 


This is a true deſcription of the Auſtrian 


"Sls: where nothing but the dread of 
ſtarving could induce an honeſt man to ac- 


cept the office of a judge, in which, a help- 


leſs byſtander, he can only ſigh to heaven for 


vengeance, when he ſees the moſt Juſt of 
princes deceived, and feels his own power 


una vailing, oppoſed to that of the * 


. 


C 7 3». 

In this volume 1 ſhall adduce til more 
intimate proofs of theſe verities, which 1¹ 
have myſelf experienced, and which lie be- 
fore my eyes. Amongſt people ſodepraved, 


a prince is highly to be pitied, if he wiſti to 


perform the firſt of his duties, and render 
juſtice to every one of his ſubjects. He has 
the labour of an Hercules, an Augean ſtable 
to cleanſe. Nay, Hercules had only the dung 


| to evacuate ; but he has the beaſts alſo: and | | 


aſſes will bite and kick, and will beſpatter 
with their ſtinking excrements thoſe that at- 
tempt to purify their ſtallss. 


In Vienna there is likewiſe a claſs. 06. men 23 


called fanatics. Theſe appeaſe God when they 


fit in council by countipg over their beads, ang 


imagine they give him pleaſure, when they 


i 


#7 


have an opportunity of injuring à heretic.) 


As ſuch I was reputed at Vienna : hat won 
der that I was to loſe every cauſe?: 


The emperor, indeed, gives W to 


N 


every ſubje&: acceſs to him is free. But if 1 


any one complain to him of a court of Juf- 


tice, his petition is ſent to that very court. 4 
There complaints are. never read, never ina 8 


1 WwWuiuiec 


K 
quired into conſequently no information is 
taken but the uſual one, that diſpatches a 
thouſand memorials with little trouble. 
The demands of ſupplicants find no atten- 
tion: ſo that oppreſſed men have only to ap- 
peal to. heaven for vengeance and redreſs, 
The monarch himſelf has no time to examine 
things, the tribunals are void of feeling, and 
their pride is offended, and thus the caſe is 
totally remedileſs. 2 
Better is it to follow the toads of an 
Algerine fave, and ſubmit to every thing in 
ſilence, than to call out for juſtice and further 
inveſtigation, or complain of a judge. 
Por mere amuſement, or in conſequence of 
1 as a falſe accuſation, the dey, or ſome cadi, or- 
dels a ſlave fifty baſtinadoes. Perhaps the 
- guildeſs ſufferer cries out for juſtice. Im- 
- mediately a court is formed of ten other 
_ ſlaves, whoſe: code is teriveticordes,. or moſt. 
ſupreme. court's ordinance, or judgment. 
Aſſuredly theſe will not venture to ſay that 
the former ſentence was erroneous. What 
is the conſequence? The petitioner gets 
ag more, becauſe his n 
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was frivolous, and he has contumaciouſly re re- 


ſifted: his ſuperior. 1 lh: 


As to many others in Viewlis| Juſt fo has 


it happened to me, after T had actually de- 
monſtrated to a referendary that he was a 
villain. All dreaded me; they ſtuck one to 
another; I loſt every cauſe; and the whole 


neft of hornets combined to prevent me 


0 gathering any honey in Auſtria. 


The reader wilb now pretty clearly per- 
ceive why the emperor Joſeph was unable 
to effect any reform in the adminiſtration of 


juſtice; particularly as all his principles hac 


for their baſis deſpotiſm, which requires in 
a military government (as under his ſway 
Auſtria Was in fact to have become) a blind 


faith in the infallibility of every kind of ſac 


perior, that repreſents the crowned vicegerent 
of the deity upon earth, and would reign” 4 


with authority as unlimited as that of the” 
Lord of Sabaoth. 4 | 8 * 


Hie was well deer the woo ren Sbier 7 1 | 
of the nobles, who, in a limited monarchy, 


from the middle link between the throne 
er the people, as a proper barrier of de- 
. 18 5 fence,” | 


. 
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fence. On this account he ſought to gain 
the ſoldiers, the citizens, and the peaſants, 
and would ndt have been diſpleaſed had 
more Horias and Klotzkas riſen up in all his. 
provinces, to ſtrangle the nobles, and enrich. 
the treaſury with their poſſeſſions. And in- 
deed it would have been no great harm ; as 
the too wealthy Hungarian and Auſtrian lords 
ſerve only to devour the fat of the land, are 
of little uſe to the ſtate, afforded the citizens 
no protection, the learned no eſteem, and for 
= the peaſants are deſtitute of compaſſion. 5 
= Every ſymptom of oriental deſpotiſm 
could not fail to ſtrike the eye of the obſerv- 
ing philoſopher or politician. Every thing 
was conducted on the military plan'with vi- 
dlence and ſeverity. Profeſſor, afterwards 
J. counſellor, Sonnenfels, a converted Jew, who 
|. Was reckoned amongſt the learned only in 
: Vienna, quis inter cecos regnat luſeus*, alrea- 
dy aſſerted from the chair, and was villain 
—_—_ * anten n public en 


4 As he that has one "mM ace among me 
blind." 3 | | 
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that a ſubject has no property, and that every. 
thing depends on the will of che 1 
who is above all laws. . 80 N 


All men of common ſenſe ſhould unite Po 5 1 
buffer ſuch a public teacher to death : yet the 
groveling inhabitants of Vienna ſent their 
children to his ſchool, where the baſe babocn 85 
ſat ſwelling with pride, and fancied his name 
enrolled amongſt thoſe that give celebrity 4 
Europe, though nothing but the whiffling 
children of poor ſlayes knelt before his 
ſhrine whilſt he mumbled his- Alle _— We 
tany. 

But what followed! Tolephts . 


4 
9 


Throughout all his dominions he was 85 


the work of reform at the wrong end. Every 
where he ſuffered the impious doctrine of: 
Sonnenfels tg be preached, yet, notwithſtand-! 
ing, wanted to ſecure property to the peaſag ts, 
and take it only from the nobles. Hence 
diſcontent and murmuring every where aroſe: 
but the fear of an inſurrection need diſturb 
no man's flumbers 1 in Auſtria. Nay, were 
it poſſible to aſſemble together ! in arms tha: 
whole people of Vienna, there are two-means 
W 1 


Sy 

ol quieting them inſtantly: either x give them 
a public ball at court, with abundance of 
Poultry, paſtry, and confectionary for them 
to devour; or let a few of the police ſoldiers 
lay down one of the foremoſt, and apply a 
ſcore of baſtinadoes on his breech, the reſt 
would all become quiet, laugh at their cud- 
gelled companion, and go home to gnaw the 
remains of a capon. Even havghty cava- 
lers that chanced to be turbulent might be 
treated in the ſame manner. The next day 
they would go to court, as proud as ever, but 
trembling with fear, attended by their moſt 
magnificent holiday equipage, and very ſub- 
miſſively thank his majeſty for remembering 
them in his kindneſs. This is the true na- 
tional character, from which nothing is to 
be apprehended. Unfortunately, Joſeph 
thought to manage Brabant and Hungary 
in the ſame ſtyle: thus the former was loſt ; 
and had he lived two months longer, Hun- 
gary would have been the ſame; already 
the inſurrection was begun, and the German 
army was no longer at home there. 
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It was right of J oſeph to introduce an. 
3 | equality 
4 2 50 


( I 

equality of taxes and impoſts into Auſtria 
and his hereditary dominions: he ſhould have 
choſen honeſt and prudent men to have con- 
ducted an affair of ſuch. importance, and 

ſhould have given it a different form and ap- 
plication: for the inequality i is too ſtriking, | 
and too much at variance with common ſenſe. 
For example: I have a vaſſal in my lord- 

| ſhip, who, in taxes of every kind, pays annu- 
ally thirty-four florins, The. peaſant Who 
lives contiguous to him, poſſeſſing juſt, the 
ſame quantity of land, and of exactly ſimilar 
quality, pays his lord a hundred and twenty 
florins a year. The vexations of the Auſ- 
trian peaſants are horrible on many eſtates, 
the proprietors of which reyel in luxury at 
Vienna, and their ſtewards drain the poor 
farmers, whilſt their lords curry favour. to: 
protect and ſhare in their rapacit. 
If preſents to the officers of the direftories 
of. the. circles be propetly diſttibuted, the 
peaſant cries for redreſs in vain. The em- 


peror Joſeph appointed two advocates at Vi- 
enn, and allowed them e for the pur- 


2 . 


tdenths and other claims: and it was certainty 


iy more than a hundred and thirty thouſand 


( 184 ) 5 
| 8 of undertaking the cauſes of oppreſſed | 
- peaſants againſt their lords. Theſe privately 
received penſions from the tyrannic lords, 
and the peaſants that came to them with 
complaints were thruſt out by. the ſhoulders. , 
: Thus it is in Auſtria. © 
On the other hand, no way was thought of 
for indemnify ing the proprietors of land for 
what they leſt by the ſuppreſſion of their 


cruel to rob them of their property. J loſt 
by this twelve thouſand florins * „which I had 
paid for them, by agreement, in ready money, 
to the perſon of whom | purchaſed my eſtate. 
As no middle way was thought of, the beſt 
ſchemes, for which many millions had alrea- 
2 dy been thrown away in uſcleſs expences, and 


florins had been laid out in the articles of 
paper and tables of reform alone, unavoid- 
ably failed. Joſeph died juſt as he ſaw it im- 
| ga to proceed: and Leopold was obliged 
to repeal and alter every die Thus Rs 


.es 1.9750. | 
* continued 
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„„ „ 
continued in the old track; and the moſt 
admirable and neceſſary regulations vaniſhed | 


ine  - 3 ve I-25 


In Brabant a revolt broke outs ad ws pro-_ 
vince was totally loſt, becauſe it would of. 
fer no innovations in the fundamental prin- 
ciples of its conſtitution. 7-5 

The moſt laughable: part of the 905 was, 
ar the emperor. ſent for the moſt wiſe - 
honeſt men in Brabant, to teach them the | 
forms of juſtice in the directories of the eir- 


cles. Heavens, what a contraſt! There 8 


was not an individual amongſt them, Who 


did not poſſeſs more underſtanding, probity, . Þ 


penetration, and political knowledge, than Oo 
all the Auſtrian directors together, with che 
ceconomical, financial, and regency counſels 
lors inclufively. Theſe men took their ſeats 
under raw) inexperienced. youths, or corrupt 
perverters of juſtice, the actual tyrants of the 
country, to learn from chem to render Bras _ 


bant quiet and happy. How is it poſſible ta 


aſſimilate a Brabanter with a ſtupid Auſtrian? 


How ſhould Auſtrian ſeverity, and the impe- 


rious ſtyle of deſpotiſm, ever be-familiariſed* -; 
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„ 
to the free native of Brabant? Time proved 


the conſequence of the attempt, in the loſs 


of the province. 
What follows too is remarkable. 
When the emperor Joſeph faw the loſs of 


his beſt province, he was mean enough to 


ſend a ſupplication to the pope, who had in 


reality firſt lighted the torch of rebellion, 
that he might compel the Brabanters to return 


to their duty, by threatening them with ex- 
communication. In Rome- this was mat- 
ter of laugtter ; of every Ne it excit- 


ed the aſtoniſument. 
At the ſame time he wrote to the highly 


incenſed nation, that all the acts of violence 
of the commander in chief, general Dalton, 


and his miniſter Trautmannſdorf, were com- 


mitted without his orders, and that he would 


deliver thoſe two men up to them to puniſh, 


What incredible conduct for a monarch! Count 
Trautmannſdorf has openly juſtified hitnſelf in 
print at Vienna, and has made public all the 

' emperor's letters and orders, which palpably 


give the lie to his aſſertion. Dalton's adjutant 


deſerted, and carried the Brabantersan original 
95 letter | 
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letter ob the emperor, according to which 1 
general was not to ſpare the child i in the mo- 


ther's womb, was to ſubdue all before him, 


and to tie his priſoners, after the Tartarian man- 
ner, to his horſes” tails. With ſuch fickleneſs, 


irreſolution, meanneſs, and duplicity, acted this 


monarch, when he wiſhed todiſguiſe his faults, 


and appear different from what he actually 


was. On this occaſion I mult give the world 
another ſpecimen of his character, which i is 
known only to a few in France, 

I came to Paris juſt as the emperor we 
en and dined with the miniſter, count 
de Vergennes, in whoſe eſteem I ſtood high. 
Ina private converſation with him before din- 
ner, I aſked, What he thought of my _— 
reign, whom he now knew perſonally ?'- 
The count, who was not ignorant of my 
way of thinking, and ſpoke to me often with 


great confidence, ſaid, © He is a man without | 


character, a dangerous bad prinee, whom I 
4 would truſt even leſs than the king of Pruſ- 
© ſia. To induce him to proceed, I defend- 


ed the emperor. At length he broke out, : 


a told e that the monarch adviſed him to 
Ren Fn announce 
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( 398 9 
announce a. national bankruptcy, in order to 
clear France from all her debts: - 
Io this he anſwered: < Should ſuch an event 
e take place, your majeſty's own ſubjects in 
© Brabant would loſe more than eighty milli- 
ons. ö Do not let that deter you from a 
© bankruptcy,” anſwered Joſeph ;- © give me 
10 half that ſum, and you ſhall have my afſenc.” 
I was aſtoniſned, and gave up my defence: 
but I know that Vergennes had imparted the 
ſecret to ſome of the diſcontented Brabanters, 
and it continued not a little to occaſion diſ- 
truſt of him, and to excite that fermentation 
which ſoon after took place, 
Ihe emperor had alſo tdacled to Frederie, 
TAS of Pruſſia, at their conference in Sileſia, 
to divide the German dominions: and; at the 
time that the exchange of Bavaria tranſpired, 
be had concerted with France a diviſion 
of Germany, and the affair was agteed on. 
Theſe two circumſtances were the true ſprings 
ol the alliance between the princes of the em- 
Pire, of which Frederic had the art to avail 
himſelf, and to which Joſeph paid little atten- 
Lon. Theſe i important eee pledge 
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myſelf to the reader to be political Jeri of 
the truth of which I had opportunity to ſatisfy 
_ myſelf thoroughly, and wf ich can affirm on 
my word of honour. ' Under the reign of 


ſuch a prince, what was to be expected, but 
general diſcontent at home, and wars on every 


hand abroad, to quell that ſpirit of ambition 
which he had incautiouſiy betrayed ? 


The grand occupation of the court of Ber- 
lin was to obſerve him narrowly, to fruſtrate . 
his deſigns, and to ſeize every nen of | 


enfeebling the power of Auſtria. 
His pride had been ſoothed, and erroneous 
ideas of the invincibleneſs of his army had 


been impreſſed on his mind: hence on every 
occaſion he ſpoke of nothing but his three 
hundred thouſand warriors, and ſought occu- 


22 for them from every quarter. : 
By his flatterers he had been told that ks 
Vas born to eclipſe the ſame of Fred 
he really believed, that, on his appearance in 
the field, the ſun of the Pruſſian hero would 
ſet, Joſeph alone would ſubdue the world, 
and every potentate throughout the globe 
| would receive” laws from his mouth. The 
W Princes 
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princes of the empire, whom he could not 
bear, ſince prince Kaunitz had repreſented 
them as weak and contemptible, he would lead 
vanquiſhed to Vienna in triumph, like Cæſar. 
Theſe notions tranſpired: a trap was laid 
for him: he fell into it: and became an ob- 
ject of ridicule, The Palatine ambaſſador at 
Vienna, baron Ritter, was the principal tool 
employed by the court of Berlin to incite 
him'to the grand ſtep, which exhibited him 


| as the uſurper of the liberties of- Germany. 


I his artful; man, who had gone regularly 
through all the ſtages of the diplomatic office 
in Vienna, was well acquainted, from a ſix 
and twenty years experience, with the methods 
of doing buſineſs in that metropolis; an ac- 
ceptable companion both in female and in 
learned ſocieties; a true courtier, whom the 


4 4 old miniſter Beckerr had formed, and who, 


by his great influence amongſt the ladies and 
| ſpiritual: directors of the court, was ſo much 
beloved, that he was actually the organ of all 
tte foreign ambaſſadors, who were deſirous 
of making important diſcoveries, or had great 
8 . in view. »— in che kno 
nin - 
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mankind, he had ſo flattered himſelf into the: 


good graces of Joſeph, that he poſſeſſed his 


entire confidence, As Ritter was the boſom, 
 friendof Beckerr, by whom Joſeph was led, 


and who had the. welfare of Bavaria leſs at 
heart than his own, theſe two, inſtructed by 
the court of Berlin, concluded the convention 
between the emperor and the elector, who: 


was a weak man, in ſuch a way, that Joſephs 


was made to appear as an uſurper and an ene- 


my of the German ſtates; for the purpoſe of 


affording the ſubtle Frederic an opportunity 
of repreſenting him in thoſe characters, effec- 


tuating an alliance between the princes of the 


empire, and attacking him to advantage. 


This was the grand ſcheme; and the Ho ; | 2 1 


which Ritter well knew how to concert to 


draw the emperor into the ſnare, enſured its 
ſucceſs. With the conſent of the court of 
Berlin, Joſeph might have accompliſhed his 98 
purpoſe : but this was not the intention f 
Pruſſia; and the event fell out juſt as his ene- 
mies wiſhed, through the artifice of Ritter, 


who had ſuch aſcendency over the emperor, 
chat till his death he remained in Vienna un- 
8 3 bs eee 
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diſcovered and reſpected, filled his purſe 
from every hand, and ſhone the moſt ſplen- 
did luininary of the diplomatic horizon in a 
court of which he was accelerating the down- 
fal. What the well-informed Bavarians 
thought 'of him, or of the death of their 
-W ſovereign, the eleQor, who ſoon after ſigning 
the convention departed for a more honeſt 
world, is not for me to judge, or to make 
known. Suffice it, that a war with Pruſſia 
bdrcke out, and Joſeph's bewildered imagina- 
. tion was leading him ſtraight to Berlin. 
Accident at that time brought me tho- 
roughly acquainted with the whole intrigue 
of Ritter. The archduke Leopold, aſter- 
wazds emperor, arrived at Vienna, juſt as 
Joſeph had ſer off for Bohemia, to join his 
© army on its march. I had a great affection 
for that prince, came from Paris and Man- 
heim to Vienna, went to him, and diſcovered 
to him the whole ſecret; pointing out the 
great danger in which this war would involve 
Auſttia, the hidden deſigns that! knew were 
to be carried into execution during its pro- 
* greſs, and which would inevitably break out 
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on all ſides, particularly amongſt the diſeon- 4 


rented Hungarians. if 
His determination was: — 4 My dear 


« Trenck, to-morrow morning I muſt follow x 

ce the emperor to Bohemia, Write me a let- 
© ter, and ſend it off, by an expreſs, as if 1 

ce had ordered you to come to me in the 


ec morning, and, being gone before vou a. 
« rived, you had written this letter, the con- 
« tents of which you wiſhed rne to make 
« Known to the emperor. In it ſay Oy. 
thing that you have now diſcloſed to- me 
« with ſo much zeal, and will make ule of it 
to your advantage.” - 5. 1 en01 
| + obeyed his directions literally, 125 diſ- 


patched the letter by an expreſs, whom 1 
paid myſelf. N 


1 


At his return to Vienna, Leopold Ae 
ed me, that he received the letter, as he was 
mounting on horſeback with the emperor to 
ride round the camp. On Joſeph's mn 3 4 1 


ing its contents, he gave it him to read. 

The emperor peruſed it attentively, ſiniled, 
7 returned it to him, and ſaid, “ Trenck is 
certainly a charming write... 
is was the conſequence, this the effect, 
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of a diſcovery of the utmoſt importance. 
The event proved, that I clearly foreſaw what 
toon followed, and What would ſhortly have 
broken out, had not the ſagacious Thereſa 
Found means to achieve a peace. Such is 
the Auſtrian reward of a good action. Jo- 
ſſeph had too high an opinion of his ſkill in 
che art of war to ſuffer himſelf for a moment 
to doubt that he ſhould ſubjugate and give 
Aas to all Europe. The, experienced Ma- 
nia Thereſa almoſt by compulſion yielded to 
her ſon thirſting after fame, blood, and war; 
and permitted her forces to march, whilſt ſhe 
was ſecretly negotiating a peace at Berlin. 
Il.khree days before the actual irruption of 
tte Pruſſians into Bohemia, I wrote to Jo- 
| erh: a 
* Now UE cedteric; who was'to tremble 


len te mighty Joſeph took the field, 


wage war in earneſt. All his preparations 
: — only bugbears, to hinder the latter from 
—_— pc. efſion of Bavaria Another 
e will ſoon appear, ah 25 voy _ his 


2 eyes. 
Thus blinded. by ea n prejudice, did 


. 1 Joſeph appear on 


95-9 * 3 


fame in 1 though he cornin I; 


ſeſſed not the qualifications requiſite for per- 


forming the part of a hero with effect and ap- 


Frederic entered his territories under his noſe, 
and the timid Joſeph's ardour for marching 
ſtraight to Berlin vaniſhed in an inſtant.— 
Terrified at the attack, he intrenched himſelf 


opponent laid Bohemia under contribution. 
the actual breaking out of the war dreamt of 


nought but victory, ſaid at the head of one of 
his regiments, © My lads, prove yourſelues 


to get them filled with the booty. 


BY TEN , 3 . F1 


1 mlt vgn a man, who was fo firng 


Plauſe, as the event ſufficiently proved, — 


with his far more numerous army, whilſt his 


Certain it is, that the emperor, who before 


_ « the ſoldiers of Joſeph. — before che year is i 
<at an end I will lead you into Berlin“ 

Confidence in the young hero, and the ; 
Vienna rhodomontades, actually reached to 
| ſoch a pitch, that ſome inhabitants of that 8 

city followed the camp with waggons laden 
18 
with wine, for which they gave the officers 

m 5 
credit on the plunder of Berlin, whither they 
were to proceed with their empty. Waggons, 3 
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Perſuaded of the ſucceſs of the : expedition, 
that he loſt three thouſand florins, which he 
had advanced on no-better ſecurity. - As the 
imprudent always find ſomebody on 'whom 
to throw the blame of their own miſconduct, 
they. who ſuffered for their folly indulged 
themſelves in reviling Thereſa, for depriving 
them of the plunder of Pruſſia yy a e 
tate peace. 
That I was aſſured what a follow, a 
ſmhip- maſter of Ratiſbon experienced highly 
to his benefit. This man, named Keller, 
had purchaſed of the elector an excluſive pri- 
Vllege, in virtue of which no one but him- 
{elf was to tranſport corn on the Danube 
from Bavaria to the Auſtrian territories. He 
complained to me of his grievance, in that 
the Imperialiſts, ſince they had been in poſ- 
"ſeſſion of the ſuburbs of Ratiſbon, had grant- 
ed the ſame permiſſion to every veſſel with- 
out exception; and aſſured me, that he was 

| | ready to give two thouſand ducats to the 
1 -perſon that would get his old privileges con- 
xi 5 1 at Vienna. I faid to him, My 
1 = *friend, * Fo wil ach my counſel, keep 
| your 


(23 Wy 
your money: I will engage, that within fix 7 
© months every thing will be on the old foot=: i 
me ing, and no Auſtrian government witl give | 
« Jaws in Ratiſbon.” He took my advice, | 
and afterwards thanked me for it. 

I enriched alſo a poor bird - fancier in vi- 
enna, by perſuading him to teach all his * 
magpies, parrots, and ſtarlings, to ſay no- 
thing but 2 
| $6 The Pruſſians are beaten.” Bo | 
Preſently throughout. the town theſe birds 
were heard crying, like the Vienna politi- 8 
cians and idlers in every ſtreet and coffee- : 

houſe, The Pruſſians are beaten; and the 
man found cuſtomers in abundance for them, 
at twelve ducats a piece. . 0 Ab 

Such is the national character; anll at that 
time it was woe betide the man who ventur-. . 
ed to expreſs a doubt that Joſeph would | 
march ſtraight to Berlin, and annibilate- e Bf 
power of Pruflia. i = 

I propheſied differently ; ; rw 990 Nee , 1 
ed myſelf ſuſpected, and raiſed up mene 

on all ſides. The emperor himſelf, at tha 
breaking out of the Bavarian war, made me 
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the following propofal”— © Frenck, you 
have now an opportunity of being reveng- 
« ed on the Pruſſians. I will give you per- 
miſſion to raiſe a a corps, and to "RO the 

. country.“ e 

My anſwer was, —* 1 have r no reaſon to 
« revenge myſelf on my native country: 

« Hungary J have loſt an hundred times as 
much as in Pruſſia: Eight children have 
© now claims on me for fulfilling the duties of 
« z parent. If your majeſty will affore me 
that only a third part of the property un- 
42 juſtly wreſted from me by count Graſſalko« 
© Ai ſhall be reſtored to my children, if in 
ie courſe of the war I loſe my life in your 
s ſervice, Iam ready to employ my ſword for 
« you as a ſoldier, but not as a robber. Ts A 
ſcornſul ſneer was the ſignal of my diſmiſſion ; 
and the injurious reply he made, not to my 
face, but to prince Charles Lichtenſtein, an 
enated my heart wholly from him. 

„am now convinced that Frenck is 
. Nill a Pruſſam i in his heart, Which I have 
long ſuſpected: he is a dee 
eus too much,” 
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Such an opinion, uttered by a monarch 45 
equally ſuſpicious anc} revengeful, would have 
alarmed another perſon: but I remained a 
ſtranger to fear, in ſpite of every danger, and 
every- where maintained the truth, regardleſs 
| of his ſpices whilſt my conduct had the * 
M1 mof my own heart. | 61h 
Ehus circomitanced; k travelled | into Hum 
gary, inquired, examined, and ſaw a favour- 
able opportunity for acting an important 
part: yet I kept myſelf quiet, availed my- 
felf not of my perſonal advantages, preached 
patience and obſervance of their civil duties 


do the people, and acquired a n of 


the malcontents. 

From that time the emperor in general 
. avoided ſeeing me, delivered me over un- 
protected to the chicane of the Vienna courts, 
and ſought occaſions to make me hold my 
tongue: yet armed with honeſty I ſtood firm 
as a rock, oppoſed injuſtice, and contended 
againſt villany, whilſt, conſcious of my right 
and of my , my W diſdained to . 


. 5 
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8 had reaſon, however, to bs eren 0 _ 


. 
prudent, ſince, at the conference in Sileſia, 
the great Frederic had told the credulous and 
ſulpicious emperor, that he ſhould not con- 
fide in me, as I was a fickle and dangerous 
perſon This he ſaid, becauſe he knew that 
z had free acceſs to the emperor, and had it in 
my power to give him ſuch infarmatiol | and 
inſtruction as he might employ to benefit his 
oven country at the expence of Pruſſia, and 
to diſcover to him thoſe who were employed 
to ſeduce and miſlead him. : 

Thus I remained inactive ; and it was 
Frederic's aim to remove all honeſt and in- 
telligent men from about Joſeph, at a time 


When he was ſole maſter, yet ſhowed a deſire 


of information, and conſequently was in the 
way of ſometimes receiving good advice. 
Surrounded by monks and flatterers, 
prompted by vain boaſters, encouraged by 
petty deſpots, led by inexperienced guides, 
Joſeph could never become great, could ne- 
ver become an object of his apprehenſion. 
It was his aim to keep every thing as long As. 
> poſble 1 in the old track at Vi ienna, and % 
ä It e for any ſovereign. of 
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Auſtria to become a Frederic: and whilſt 

men acquainted with the world, perſons of 
honeſty and experience, and people poſſeſſed 

of genius above the common level, were 
kept remote from all influence on affairs of 
ſtate, or on the hearts and the education of 
young princes, the power of Pruſſia wduld : | 


ſtand ſecure. This was the real cauſe of my 


remaining idle during the reign of Joſeph. . 


In the beginning of it, however, I gave him 


ſeveral plans; but all of them were mutilated. . 
in the execution. My unſurmountable dete ſta- 
tion of the hearts of the court of Rome is well 
known. I had here a fine field before me, 
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and beheld with heartfelt pleaſure the freedom =_ 


of the preſs breaking forth, groſs prejudices ; 
vaniſhing, the gates of cloiſters opening, and 
the power of the prieſthood daily diminiſhing. 


But Joſeph could not diſburden himſelf of the 


prejudices he had ſucked in with his mother* g 


milk; and from the period: of the pope's viſit to 
Vienna he became timid and wavering. He re- 
turned to his beads, though he counted them 

in private: ſuperſtition gained the afcendency 
. oyer his mind: the powers of. learning and 


2 ſrience were inſufficient to cranial him 


0 
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from its ſhackles: he began to viſit the con- 
feſſional, and receive abſolution incognito; 
and in the ſame way made a pilgrimage to 
the ſhrine of Mary, on whoſe altar he offered 
a pair of golden eyes, in conſequence of his 
1 having recovered from an ophthalmy. Every 
one that attempted to diſſipate the miſt in 
which he was involved now appeared to him 
+ an heretic, and an enemy to his foul. On 
a . ſifting the matter to the bottom, and finding 
tit true, I took my leave of him in ſilent ſor- 
row, and lamented his dominions, faſt fink- 
ing back into the mire of ſuperſtition, from 
which they had been nearly extricated. 
Hie had undertaken great things ; ; more 
than was conceived poſſible; more chan all his | 
predeceſſors together. me 
In a truly heroic manner he attacked the 

hierarchy, and appcared determined to break 
All the inviſible chains forged by the court of 
Rome: but he did not purſue his deſign with 
firmneſs to the cloſe. He began his under- 
5 taking at the wrong end, wavered in its ext- 
cution, and, though incredible things were 
aQually performed in Auſtria, where ſome of 251 
the privy counſellors and miniſters 1 4 
4. et began 


t nx} 


began to read ſenſible books, ed aſking” 
the conſent of their confeſſors; yer much of 
this new creation rolled back into its old 


chaos, when people again beheld the emperor 


kneeling as a penitent ſinner before the prieſt, _ 
counting his beads, and Fax W | 


with jugglers in cowls. 

Monaſteries it is true were ſuppreſſed : but 
the monks, inſtead of being ſent to Rome, 
were diſpoſed of in towns and villages, as 


_ preachers or vicars, where they had: more 
opportunity than ever to ſpread their holy _ 
mummery amongſt the people, to whom they : 
repreſented themſelves as the perſecuted mar- | 2 
tyrs of religion, whilſt they bellowed forth 


their controverſial dogmas from every pulpit. 


The fame of Joſeph would have been more 
immortal than that of all poſſible heroes, had i 


he conducted with manly firmneſs the ſalutary 


work he began, and, to the no ſmall benefit 5 4 
of his dominions, completely: Fran pled the 
Roman hydra. But he only extotted a littie 


pelf from the clergy, and prevented 1 them 
not from doubly repaying themſelves out of 


the purſes of thoſe blockheads in whom 
tad the art to excite ety: 1 
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His weapons were too feeble for him to 
gain the victory, in the conteſt between rea- 
ſon and ſuperſtition. Thus he ſunk under 
the force'of cunning, and became a fanatic in 
private, whilſt he was aſhamed of his weak- 
neſs. I penetrated him at firſt ſight ; but he 
no where found help, for he ventured not to 
ſeek it. The artful ſpies of Rome did not let 
ſlip a favourable opportunity. With them 
co-operated the failure of his enterprizes, 
which his weak mind attributed not to his own 
miſconduct, but to the vengeance of the 
founders of the ſacred orders, whom he had | 
offended both in heaven and earth. He 
wavered, gave way, and, had he longer 
lived, the Inquifition had certainly -been in- 
| troduced into Vienna, and. he would have 
invented for it new modes of torture. Heaven 
be praiſed ! may we ſay, chat, entertaining 
ſuch notions, he died juſt in time, before 
the eccleſiaſtics, aſſociating i in ſecret, had in- 
troduced a general maſſacre into the Auſtrian 
_ - dominions, to rival the St. Bartholomew of 
<France. At ſuch a day he would have ſmiled, 
and ud have given the poſſeſſions of the 
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proteſtants, as an W to the ra- 


pacity of the monks. 


Yet has J oſeph the honour to be number- 2 
ed amongſt thoſe great reformers, who- me- 
it the praiſe and gratitude of poſteriy,for the | 


light they have emitted in an age of darknels, 


This great undertaking palliates many defects 
in his life; and on this account alone I re- 


ſpect his aſhes, that after ſuch a ſanguinary 


education, he had courage, even in the midſt 1 
of the fanatic inhabitants of Vienna, to com- 


mence an attack, which, had it been ſtedfaſtly 


followed up, might have had the happieſt 


8 effects on the human mind, and rendered eſ- 
ſential ſervice to the power of Auſtria. May 


heaven reward him for his good 3 intention, 
and guard his ſucceſſors from falling into the 
pit, in which Romiſh politics have beld ſo 


many kings fettered like abject ſlaves ! 


tria, before. I was perfectly acquainted: with, | 1 

the emperor : but as ſoon as he began to 

deem me a heretic, I foreſaw the conſe- 

quences of his weakneſs, and retired from; 

the court, lamenting the fate of ſuch.a fine. 
| country, 


{2% * : 


[ certaialy laboured with pleaſure in Auſ- 
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country, which blockheads knew not how to 
| enjoy. 

As Joſeph now grew daily wear; from 
de difcaſe he had brought upon himſelf, his 
cCionſtant recourſe to his beads could not di- 
miniſh his fear of purgatory; the dir ctors of 
his conſcience only threw oil into the fire, 
aud his own heart could not aſſure him that 
be had lived the friend of his fellow-creatures. 
His ſcruples ſo increaſed, that, for three years 
before his death, he was often heard repeat- 

ing aloud his Ave-Maria. Even when he 
| indulged himfelf in ſacrificing to Venus, on 
his knees he repeated a litany with the 
| | prieſteſs, that he might obtain abſolution. So 
deep did he ſink into the vileſt ſuperſtition 
V nlilſt alive; and he died, like the moſt ſim- 
ple capuchin friar, in the midſt of agony and 

terrour. 

No man upon earth ever ſuffered more in 
lis laſt days than the emperor, who beheld 
all hĩs deſigns fruſtrated before his death. The 

Brabantines, whom he deſpiſed, and for whom 
he would have forged chains, he ſaw actu- 
_ Sc off the yoke of his government: 
ä . none 


; 
* * * 
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hone of his deſpotic orders were obeyed: on 
the bed of ſickneſs he found his reputation 
funk as low as poſſible, white his ſubjects 
were preparing to celebrate his funeral with 
feſtivals of joy: all the commands he had 
iſſued reſpecting Hungary he was obliged te 
repeal: in every one of his political ſchemes 
he was duped: and he learnt what monarchs 


are who injure men of all conditions, and 
fancy themſelves infallible, * no one 


ventures to tell them the truth. 


Yet Joſeph deſerved a better fate; Grades "MF 
m many of his undertakings, his intentions 
were good, though they failed from his not. i" 
| knowing how to carry them properly into =_ 
execution. The free-ſpirited Brabantines 


ſhould not have been dealt with like grovel- 
ing Auſtrians ; the proud Hungarians, not 


like the ſtubborn natives of Bohemia. The 
Hungarian muſt forget his mother- tongue : 
before he could conſent to forego the funda- 


mental laws or privileges of his nation. The 


crown, the palladium of ſuperſtition, was 
| forcibly conveyed from Preſbutg to Vienna, 
in an ignominious 7 manner, ny" lie of the: BM 
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police: and this circumſtance, inſignificant in 
itfelf, ſtirred up a whole kingdom to revolt. 

The wilfulneſs of the emperor, ho ſought 
every- where to introduce a ſlaviſn military 
government, and tread underfoot the rights 
of man, alone occaſioned all the inſurrections, 
and all inſults, to which in his latter days he 
was expoſed. His perſonal enemies, and the 
| foes of his dominions, availed themſelves of 
the opportunity; whilſt his tyrannical coun- 
ſellors made a jeſt of the monarch, who; had 
loft the hearts of his people, and under ſuch 
eircumſtances engaged in. ruinous foreign 
wars. In Bohemia, in Tyrol, difcontented. 
ſpirits already began to make their appear- 
ance. The people of Gallitzir were reduced. 
to ſuch a point, that they had nothing to. 
loſe; and, driven to the brink of deſpair,. 
they were compelled. to arm in their own 

fence, againſt the villains, who, picked 
from the ſcum of all that was moſt abject, 
| ſtupid, and rapacious in Vienna, were ſent. 
to be their governors. The conſequences 
were eaſy to be foreſeen; and Joſeph died: 
Juſt in time to prevent the ſeparation of all 

Dane the 


05 
the Auſtrian provinces. Such are the effects | 
of ruling with a rod of i iron, when the deſpot 
has not the prieſthood on his ſide, and his 
army is engaged with foreign enemies. At 
a neceſſary epoch ſucceeded to the throne —* 
2 gentle Leopold, whoſe condeſcenſion, be- 
nevolence, and magnanimity, averted the 
threatening ſtorm, appeaſed the irritated 
minds of the people, and allayed his ferment= _ 
ing ſtates: whereas Joſeph might have been > 
termed | the ſcourge of the earth, had the 

ſchemes, to which his luſt of arbitrary power 

PT vrged him, been practicable. 
On this occaſion. muſt not omit to notice 
the celebrated diſpute concerning the Scheldt, 
which does the emperor little honour, and 
evinces that he ſought on all ſides drang 
to gratify his thirſt of glor x. 28 
One count Proli, a viſionary projecting, : 
and a mau of large promiſes, came to Vienna, 
and eſtabliſhed a company for trading from _ 
Trieſte to the Eaſt Indies. He found prince 
Kaunitz, the chancellor of the exchequer, 
count Hatzfeld, and ſome other wealthy great 
men, with the avaricious banker Fries, readyr 
to 
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to form a company with him. Not one of 
theſe gentlemen, however, had any know- 
ledge of ſuch a commerce. Count Hatzfeld 


| aſked me AC. 1 thought of it. My anfwer 


was : 
50 The Dutch are in polkähon of this 


trade, conſequently we muſt always buy of 


them. They well know before · hand, from 
their correſpondents, what goods we ſend 
out, and with-what we load our ſhips home. 

Now the moment they find the leaſt de creaſe 
of their trade, they will freight their veſſels 


with the ſame merchandiſe as we, and fell 


ir at thirty per cent. loſs: then will our 


bankruptey be inevitable. On the ether 
hand, they will ſoon. indemnify themſelves 
for this loſs, as their capital and credit will 


bear them out. Beſides, at leaſt eight ſhips 


muſt be employed in the Eaſt- India trade, 
to make the gain balance the loſs in caſe of 
an accident. When the Auſtrians engage 


m it with only two, therefore, if one of them 


be caſt away, there is an end of the trade. * 


22 knew, too, the character of count Proli, 
whe would take care to enrich himſelf at the 
5 expence 


1 2119 


expence of his partners. But no attention 


was paid to my advice; and within twWo 


years my predictions were fulfilled. 
The veſſels were laden, and, under the 


name of Kaunitz, proudly ſet fail. The E 


ſhip-captain Sampſon already threatened te ' 


Philiſtines of Holland that he would pull 
their temple of commerce about their ears. 


None of the partners, however, was prepared 1 
to lend him a jaw - bone, ſhould he need it, 


to ſlay his thouſands upon thouſands. 


Fhe emperor Joſeph himſelf entruſted the 2 


adventurer with half a million of florins out 
of the public treaſury. >. 

Already the ſhips; one of which was 0 
load at Offend, were expected back. 


Fries in the mean time had been GR 
of a toll upon the Scheldt. His avarice 


prompted him with the wiſh to fave this, his 
ſhare of which probably wo d not have 
amounted to a hundred florins. This trifle 
gave riſe to the diſpute concerning that river: 


Every ꝙecaſion for employing his arms againſt i 
IE a free people was welcome to Joſeph#-: He 
reſolved, before he ſaw, or even thought of 3 


_ 
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the conſequences. The menace was iſ- 
ſued, and all guaranties and treaties laughed 
at. Joſeph was determined that the navi- 
gation of the Scheldt ſhould be free, though 
he had not a ſingle bark to launch on its 
Waters. Holland aſſerted its right, and 
/ threatened to fire on the Imperial flag. 
This the emperor told Fries, and appeared 
undecided. The banker anſwered:—* The 
8 Dutch will never have courage to fire a 
« cannon againſt your majeſty's colours. 
But if they ſhould fire ?—I will give my- 
te ſelf to the devil for a farthing if they 
ce do. —“ Yet, notwithſtanding, ſuppoſe 
te they ſhould?” replied Joſeph, —< Then, 
C fire, for a war; and the conqueſt of 
“ Holland.” | 

The prudent emperor Stag the mer- 
ws 5 counſel. The Dutch actually fired. 
Thus the affront was given. Now was the 
army marched for Holland; and the preda- 
tory bands of Wallachia were embodied, to 
plunder every ducat in Amſterdam, But, 
alas !-all ended with diſgrace; they returned 
home with empty pockets; the expences of the 


war were laviſhed to no purpoſe; Fries' veſſel 
| 5 at 
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Vas caſt away before it arrived at the Scheldt; 
count Proli, the director, declared the gulled 
compafy bankrupt; and it was reported at 
Paris, that the queen of France Privately | 
_ conveyed ten millions of florins to Holland, 
to ſave the emperor s honour. He appeared, 
however, on the political theatre, as an uſur- 
per, and a perturbator of the public peace, 
who contemptuouſly trampled on the moſt 
ſacred articles of the treaty of Weſtphalia. ' 
As this diſpute about the Scheldt gave the 
people of Vienna ſcope to indulge the expec- 
tations of that vanity to which they are prone, 
and the emperor was already preparing for his 
coronation in Amſterdam, I went to Schœn- 
brunn, and paid a viſit to the head gardener, 


vad der Schott, a man whom I much eſteem- 


ed, as he poſſeſſed more real knowledge than 
many of the counſellors of ſtate. As ſoon as 
the firſt ſalutations were over, he ſaid: © The 
« emperor has juſt been with me, and ſtood 
talking more than an hour. Amongſt 


other things, I faid to him: © With'your 2 


cc majeſty” 8 permiſſion, I will write to Haar- 
. lem for a few ſlips of flowers. be em- 


2 ce F 


. * 8 
c. peror ſtarted from his ſeat: nis eyes flaſhed 
ec fire. *No,' anſwered he, you ſhall. not 
« write : within ſix weeks. I will fetch them 
. myſelf from Haarlem the head of my 
army.“ 54 28110 N 
The ace: * king the d oy 
knew the emperor, laughed heartily within 
bimſelf at his inconſiderate ambition, and en- 
deavoured to convince him that it was no 
eeaſy matter to proceed to Haarlem with an 
ll army ſo expeditiouſly. The monarch treated 
him with contemptuous raillery ; called him 
a Dutch patriot, and a blockhead ; declared, 
upon his honour, that he had already given 
orders for marching ſtraight. to Amſterdam ; 
x and left him much diſpleaſed, that he doubt- 
ed the ſucceſs of the expedition, and pretend- 
ed to be wiſer than he and his counſel. 
Thus opiniative was the monarch, with re- 
ſpect to his power and ſkill in politics, obſti- 
nate in the purſuit of his unenlightened con- 
ceptioras, and yet feeble in the execution of 
— - | 
© The diſgraceful. termination of the war * 
the Scheldr; which was actually occaſioned by 
n | the 
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che money broker Fries, was ſoon followed by 

the death of that excellent political counſellor. 
One after another, the emperor ſtopped up 
every ſource from which the banker's riches 
flowed. He had found out the way in Vi- 
enna to perſuade the court to encourage mo-— 
nopolies, and to lead the miniſters to prodiga!⁵³ 
indulgence and abuſe of the public treaſures. IM 
Nothing eſcaped Fries, and he had the art.of / 
blinding men, ſo that, like chaffinches in a 
cage, they would ling at court for him alone. 
He was the moſt avaricious miſer upon the 
face of the earth: yet, not ſatisfied with the 
honour of being the wealthieſt man in Vienna, 
he purchaſed the title of count, as ſoon as he 
was maſter of four millions, and elbe, 
when he had increaſed them to eight, to be- 
come a prince. f 
He was aware, however, chat the emperor 4 
obſtructed the farther accumulation of * EL 
wealth, All his attempts had hitherto: an | 

ſucceſsful. When one of his ſchemes failed 
for the firſt time, when he difcovered that 
it was impracticable for him to atrain to eight | 
ow and the rank of prince, he took the 8 1 

8 lat 
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16 
laſt reſource of proud avaricious ſharks; — he 
purchaſed a halter, and tucked himſelf up in 
his own palace. This is the truth of a ſtory, 
which ſo much pains have been taken to con- 

ceal at Vienna, and this the real end of the 
wealthy banker Fries. From my heart, I wiſh, 
that every one, who aims to grow rich by 
ſharping, monopoliſing, and court favour, 
may experience the ſame fate. 
1 could not avoid wiſhing the ſame end to 
the chancellor of the exchequer in Hungary, 
count Graſſalko witz, who reduced to poverty 
many worthy families, that he might pur- 
chaſe the title of prince for his heirs, thoſe 
uſeleſs members of the community. Me and 
my children he deprived of ſome millions, in 
deſpite of all the fundamental laws of the 
realm; and in ſending to his own houſe wag- 
gons laden with gold, filver, and valuables, 
for which he never accounted to the exche- 
quer, he committed an actual robbery. All 
Hungary knows that he was a poor charity 
ſcholar, never carried on any buſineſs, and 
yet left behind him fix millions. This ſum 
he could not certainly have ſaved out of his 
ſalary: 


A } 4-52; 
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In falary * conſequently he could not have ac- 


quired it by honeſt means.” | A ſigli eſeapes 2 | 


me una voidably. Thereſa ge ve him a com- 
miſſion to plunder, and his children have 


married into ſuch families, and are” allied to 
ſo many grandees, that it is utterly mpoſſi- 


ble for me or my children ever to obtain our 
right. He i is now dead ; and his ſon, at pre- 
ſent, a prince. among * princes, as a S. v. 


Dreek is amongſt jackpuddings, ſtruts in 
coſtly furs, purchaſed with the property of 


the family of Trenck, inſtead of going hum 


bly, as he ought, clad in Hungarian frieze;F 3 
wiſh him that heaven in which Fries 48*now | 
counting his ducats; and 1 pray that che i 
| heirs of my misfortunes may have better op- 
portunity to execute what my exceſſive highs  - 


mindedneſs led me to neglect. If the preſent 


monarch read theſe pages, may he do more 


than his predeceſſors in the cauſe of juſtice, 1 
and fulfil the duties of a prince, when I in m 


grave pity thoſe who muſt bow- before. the 
wealthy- privileged robbers of a court. The 
emperor Joſeph would not mal 
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too old, too long ill- treated, too well ac- 
qvainted with the world, to take freſh tumi- 
liatiog ſteps before a young prince, who will 
not impeach the fame of his predeceſſors for 
the ſake of doing juſtice to a man, who can- 
not lead an army into the field, and who neg- 


lected the opportunity he once bad to Male 


bimſelf of conſequence. „ 
But to. return to the biography * J Pr 
This potentate, Who only ſought occaſion 
ſor war, and with raw uncultivated talents, 
wiſhed to imitate the great Frederic, of wbom 


however he formed an erroneous judgment, 
ſuffered himſelf eaſily to be involved in 3 


quarrel with Turkey, to which he was led 
principally by the Ruſſian ambaſſador at Vi- 
enna, prince Gallitzin, whom 1. well knew, 


and always conſidered as the moſt dangerous 


enemy of the houſe of Auſtria ; yet was he 
the; oracle of the emperor, and inveigled 
him into that pit which N bude — 
the politicians of the north, 

The penetrating Suden dad ten years 
belore to his miniſter, who warned A 0 | 


. All 
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9 « All the endeavours in the world will not 
< keep him at peace for fix years: for in leſs 
< than that time, if he have no employmen 
ce abroad, he will turn every thing topſy- tur 
cc vey at home, and will have ee 
ce on every ſide,” _ 

He who knew that monarch as I did; a 
has been an eye · witneſs of his capacity, his 
character, his conduct, will perceive evident 
tokens of the great Frederic in chis juſt prer 
diction. Yet he ſoon thought proper, when 
diſcontent in general prevailed among the 5 
ſubjects of Joſeph, to bring a Turkiſh. war 

upon his hands, to weaken, him without tt 


ble, as actually happened; then to humble 
| im, and to become the dictator of Europe. 
Joſeph ſuffered himſelf to be 1 


z 5 8 broke looſe, and formed a plana 4s 
> BE of operations, that ruinedhis army; exhauſted 
| his treaſure, unmaſked the tragedy hero,. and. 
* expoſed him in his real ſtate . 
4 whereby he loſt all eſteem, power, and che 
s fame he ſought; nay, ultimately, his reputa- 
ſt ion, his honour, the love of his ſubject; an 


14 Ea al his life ; leaving to the heir of his: e 
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an Herculean taſk, to preſerve his dominions 
from utter ruin. His campaigns, his military 
operations, evince neither the great man nor 
the hero. Hiſtory records not another in- 
ſtance of two hundred thouſand men ſo con- 
| remptibly, ſo badly conducted, ſo inaftively 
led to the flaughter. No ſooner, however, 
had he quitted the army, and relinquiſhed the 
part of a hero, for which he was formed nei- 
thee by 1 nature nor art, to men who, taught 
Hy experience, underſtood the trade, but the 
face of things was wholly changed: and now 
Frederic thought proper to dictate the ne 
Plus ultra, and pm laws to enfeebled 
Auſtria. n 
The treacherous ſcheme of Grprifing Bel- 
grade in the midſt of peace, though it failed 
ſrom the ſtupid meaſures taken, will remain 
an Er blot in the hiſtory of the rights of 
nations. No man of honour can attempt to 
juſtify 1 it; and here the heart of rn ſands 
ally 1 
_ Indeed a ſtriking contraſt was obſervable 
in this potentate, Wen nature intended Tor 
+ oa mans of ambition. a 
. He 


( | . 
He poſſeſſed every mental gift requiſite for 


a great prince: but his education was faulty; 


and when he endeavoured to remedy its de- 
fects, he fell into bad hands. As his diſpo- 


fition was by nature prone to deſpotiſm, cru - 


_ elty; and inſenſibility; as he had to do with a 
nation totally depraved, and incapable of be- 
ing amended otherwiſe than by force and 


ſevere puniſhments; as he found inſurmount + 


able obſtacles to every innovation that tended 


to good; as he was-a ſworn enemy to litera- 
ture, of which he had no juſt. idea,. he would 


actually have been the ſevereſt of n had 
his life been of longer duration. 


Here and there a glimmering light appear 3 
ed, but he would not give himſelf the trouble 
to ſearch after truth. The notions he im- 
bibed in his childhood he was never able to 
ſurmount, becauſe he wanted the will to for- 


tify his underſtanding. He began; it is true, 
to ſee, to inquire, to remark the cunning of 


the prieſthood, and to reform; —but, alas! 


ſtedfaſtneſs was wanting; ſcruples laid hold of 
his mind - the emiſſaries of Rome knew hows .. 
to turn his weakneſs to their. advantage 5 lor 
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row and repentance ſoon took their turn; and 
the moſt important projects for the weal of 
mankind were ſhaken to their foundations. 
He had the beſt inclinations to break the yoke 
of infantile prejudices—was aſhamed at his 
ability to ititate the great Frederic, whom 
ke had taken as a pattern — and knelt in ſe- 
dret at the confeſſional, before his indeciſive- 
e would permit him to avow aer een 
pa flave of che church. 

It is, no doubt, more becoming fer a 
prince blindly to believe every thing that 
Rome enjoins to be believed, to let others 
perform good works for him, to acquire by 


* affiarion-xcommon right in all the privileges. 


of Franciſcans, capuchins, and monks of every 
order, than to merit heaven by virtuous and 


dab actions of his own. Better is it, more 


cbnvenient is it, to let a father eonfeſſor think 
and pray for him, than laboriouſly to ſearch. 
after truth himſelf. It is very quieting to the 
conſcience to diſpurden itſelf once a week of 

all its troubles in the lump, and purchaſe 
deaveß by a voluntary abſolution; inſtead of 

_ hving as the heretic reprobated by a righteous. 


Fin 

God, thinks, and the impious atheiſt believes 
he does, to merit acceptance and peace: of 
mind by the fulfilment of all their duties to- 
wards mankind here in this earthly commu- 
nity, and rather acting well, than indulging 
in deeds of ſhame on the ſtrength of bande | 
and the vicarious prayers of others. Wo 

Thus Joſeph choſe: what in his W | 


was-the beſt: and his condu@t during hie - 1 


neſs; and at his death, proved, that F formed | 
a juſt opinion of him at a tim̃e when every 
one hoped he was about to chace from his ter- 
 Titorjes ſuperſtition, and extend the empire of _ 
reaſon, I obſerved him cloſely in all his pro- 
ceedings for four - and- twenty years. Iſought _ 
to gain the confidence of thoſe who had. 
brought him up, who were his guides; Wo 
were as monarchs to him; and I reſolved ever 
to keep as at great a diſtance from him as poſ- We 
fible, and not to endeavour to ingratiate my . 
ſelf with him, as his afliſtants and agg | 
mult be the enemies of mankind. +, 


During his) Journey: into Ruſſia, he acquired 5 1 


a taſte for governing with clubs and ſcourgesy © 
Ste of the Hungarians i in Wals 
Gy 5 . | L 4. chia 


i 
13 
f 
i] 


AW; 


E 
— 


nn 6 WET * — 8 e e 2 1 = . 4 f 
* d - * f * & 
— r 3 a 4 * — 4 F 
— apr ron — KK —— = — . go <6. Tip gar * 
— K — 2 — 
of * 
V - 


1m — — I „ 
— . — — — — 


„ SE 


— — * — 6 


F 
ENT —— 
— — 
& * <4 iS — . Y l - 
— — - 
— — 2 — — — 


0 224 
chia tended not to increaſe his ſenſibility.— 


Like Walachians, he was tempted to treat his 
ſubjects; and puniſnments and tortures were 
invented, which, if diſcloſed, would make all 


men ſhudder.. 
He who has beheld the une con- 
eee to drag veſſels upon a the rivers, their 


limbs laden with chains, their toil almaſt too 


ſevere for human ſtrength, to which ſickneſs 
brought no abatement, nor were the pags of 


diſeaſe ever mitigated by the expreſſion of 


pity, till, eaten op by vermin, they actually 


gaye up the ghoſt, —he who has obſerved the 
| ſearful Priſons. of: 5 werk : n! meg were 


i, their own filth, en * ee hen man- 


ner in which they were tried, ſaw Zekely, 


heutenant· colonel of the Hungarian guards, 
im the pillory at Vienna, and count Potatatz- 
_ ky, half cudgelled to death on a ſhip's gang- 


way, languiſh and die, draws the curtain over 
them with grief and horror, enraged againſt 
the unfeelingneſs and deſpotiſm of the tyrant.— 
paſſes over in ſilence what he has really ſeen 


and known, as poſterity muſt think ſuch ac- ny 


(22599 
tions impoſſible to have taken place in our 
days, and in a Chriſtian country, — and is glad 
to flee naked from.dominions where baſtilles 
are not yet deſtroyed, and where. ſuch dread · 
ful ſcenes are not yet impoſſible. 

Joſeph was naturally: inclined to ervelty;. 
but he did not exerciſe it till the failure of ſo. 
many of his enterpriſes augmented his hatred; 
of. mankind, and rendered his heart. obdurate "I 
to. the ſufferings of others. Even in his child-+ 
hood, when. he could get-at one of his ſiſter” 85 
canary- birds, he would pluck off its feathers, 


break its legs, and put it again into the cage 
| yet alive. | To torture animals, above all to | 2 7 


ride horſes to death, and to cudgel dogs, were 
his chief amuſements. Even when emperor, 


he would go to Saxenburg, to the falconry, 1 


at five o'clock in the morning, when the birds 


were to be fed,, would take the pigeon deſ-1 » 2 


tined: for that purpoſe alive in his hand, turn. ” 
it upon its back, and let the falcon devour it 
from the belly upwards, whilſt he obſerved. 
with ſmiles every. convullive, motion f the. 5 


ſuffering victim: this was to him the N 


enjoy ment of liſe. 
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not to beſtow grace on the wretches confined 


women who were deſtined to his pleaſures 


ble to the ſtirulus of tenderneſs or deſite. 
Opall the women who fancied they had gain- 


and in his moſt amorous moments treate> 
them like a brute. To prove it, I could re- 
late a · hundred affecting or ridiculous anec- 
dotes, Which modeſty bids me conccal, as I 


I muft relate; as it ſerves to er r his 
character. , 


arms of an apoplexy, and only prince Dietrich- 
ſtein was prefent at the ſhocking ſcene. As 
His father lay on his left arm in the agonies of 
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"He went into the moſt horrible priſons, 


in them, But to ſharpen their puniſhments, 
which he viewed with eager” eyes, inventing. 
new ones himſelf, which would never have 
entered into the mind of a Nero. Even the 


were tortured by his hand, as he was inſenſi- 


ed ſome aſcendency over him he made a jeſt; 
he deſpifcd them after receiving their favours, 


would by no means permit any indelicacy to 
ſhock my readers. What follows; however, 


The emperor Francis died Waden in in his 


death, the ſon, ſmiling, took the keys out of 
3H i od] a ht; , his 


& 2% 


0 7 F 
His pocket with his right and, too imac = 
to wait till he had breathed his laſt. 

When his mother, Thereſa; was on her 

death-bed, ſhe gave him ſuch a ſevere lecture 

on the badneſs of his heart, that he flung 

himſelf on the floor, . en about 

in deſpair. A ieee 

Six hours after the es died, 

diately he repaired to the apartment of — 

chief governante, who was preſent at the | 
foregoing Teens,” and faid* to Her, with! a 

19 ſmiling countenance and a jeſting men: TOY 
Countess, that was a fine ſight a few: 
ours ago: it was an excellent joke—did 

you really believe me in earneſt? : 00 

He, who in ſuch: eircutn tances could"/{6} 

act, had certainly no Tout bd What 1 N 


1 


| dots] Rech my hon dur. 
Not Tor the pleaſure of the dls ie 
from che thirft of murder, he deflghted in 
kunting, Where,” well guarded, be ould 
plunge his pike again and again into the dying? 
animals, and liſten to their groans as they lay 
| defenveleſs growling out their patigs,” Beats 4 
8 . | A 1 


„ 

fighits he highly enjoyed; particularly when 4 
horſe, delivered to wild bears raging with 
hunger, was devoured alive, neighing, ſnort- 
ing, and rolling his eyes in agony. He per- 


mitted the ſayage cuſtom of baiting beaſts at 
Vienna, to accuſtom the abject inhabitants to 
ſuch fights, till an opportunity ſhould offer 
to male them undergo the ſame fate. Theſe 
were the beſt of all theatres and ſchools for 
hangmen, gaolers, commandants, and drill- 
ſerjeants ; though they did little honour to 
the national character; whilſt at them tender- 
- hearted females ſhouted applauſe, when a 
bear had ſeized a ſwine and torn out his 
| bowels, and. the mingled uproar of drums, 
© trumpets, and the cries of the animal, tickled 
| their cars,—or a dog, his belly ripped up by 
the tuſks of a wild boar, lay ſprawling in the 
ring, to gratify their eyes. N a5, the more 
barbariry the keepers diſplayed, in dragging 
the poor. beaſts. to the fight from their dens 
with their iron crooks, the more was the re- 
putation of the bear- gardens enhanced. 
Joſeph loved only hunting at * en 
18 4 panting to , lolled out. the 
ton e 7 


&S: +. 
a * * 
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tongue with * and received from the 
hand of majeſty the death blow, chat put an | 
end to his torment. Unhappy the land, of 
whoſe ſovereign war and ſavage hunting are 
the occupations! From doing good Joſeph 
derived no ſatisfaction; the buſineſs of g- 
vernment was ſoon a burden to him; and. 
as he never read a book, was a ſtranger tothe 
ſciences, and avoided the ſociety of all men 
who were wiſer than himſelf; he ſoon found 
time hang heavy on his hands, and ſought | 
war and long journeys to paſs: it away. In 
war, however, he was timid, intrenched him- 25 
ſelf; and remained inactive before far inferior ES 
forces; and. was. the. ſole occaſion that a | 
hundred and fifty thouſand ſoldiers, who 4-2 
might have attacked and defeated the enemy 
wich eaſe, periſhed; in hoſpitals for want. of | 
proper care. Thus he was a feeble gene- 
ral, a weak law- -giver, a ſevere Judge, and 1 
conſequently, a prince unfortunate in all bis 2 
undertakings. wrote the ae 15 
for his epitaph: b Aud t ent Sh 


4 Joſeph attempted much, . mn s 
But n all his ſubjects ſorrow one x 
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x his funeral ſermon, which F -pubRck ed, 
| wick permiſſion; ram 1 inſerted the 
following paſſage. 5 35 
Over his grave His <ubjets EY 
« cient reaſon to ſhed' tears; but not derived 
from that * ſource whence they ought to 
"flow, 7 OMAgD1ET 6 Ot 229% tanto: 
*"Fer had he ſome good qualities. He was 
Alboribus, but employed himſelf too much 
in triſſes. He appeared humane and open- 
_ Kearted, and in ſociety was 4 pleaſunt com- 
Panion; yet in his heart he made a jeſt of 
every man without exception. He was al- 
Ways ſober, temperate in his meals, and drank: 
no wine; but in the gratification of his luſts 
he was 'brotifhly immoderate. In little things 
mean and avaricious, he was prodigal in great 
ones, when they indul ged favourite paſſions, 
Kis pride, his obſtinaey, or his ambition. In 
private he kept à black book, in wHich he 
* wrote the names of perſons, whom, at a pro- 
per time, he intended to perſecute and ruini- 
ho his his ſucceſſor burnt, without opening it. 
His truly heroic enterpriſe againſt the Ro- 
milk hierarchy would- — G_ an eternal 
go 1 5 monument 


(ar 5 
5 monument to his honour, had: he.not- we- 
vered in its execution. The ice was bre 


the revolution in Brabant alarmed him, and 
ſhowed him that a tyrant needs the affiſtance 
of the church to co-operate with him ity his 
attempts on the hberties'of mankind. ' Fhe 


French revolution added to his terror; and 


the cunning monks judiciouly/repreſented 
the devil in ſuch a fearful ſhape to his un- 


wt apy pg he fell into ae een 


of fanatieiſm. 1 HSTHS 


The ſtate, _— would have pale icky 


fiderable ſums by the ſuppreſſion of ſo many 


monaſteries, had the eommiſfioners employed 


o the occaſion been honeſt diſintereſted 


men. The imprudent wars, however entered 1 
into by the emperor, diſſipated more than 

| int; and his truly expenſive | 
Journeys, which were of no ſervice either to 
himfelf or his people, counteracted every. 2B 


twice the 


ſcheme hat tended to enrich the treaſury: aud 


in fact rendered it empty. His amours: bot 3 
_ him hittle; as ren,, to 2 
Nes 1 low 8 


the obſtacles. removed, and the victory oer 
ſuperſtition certain. The freedom of the i 
preſs had already performed miracles=bue 
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low claſs, who made no heavy demands om 
bis purſe. In Paris, indeed, and in Venice,, 
they plucked him a little. Vet, though he 


thus ſaved his money, he paid dearly in his 
health, as the diſeaſes conſequent to an inter- 
"courſe with ſuch women conducted him, by: 
a en death, at an early e to *. 
tomb. 6 
ais GE EMI to make kis ee 
We eee to correct abuſes on all ſides, 
Was certainly good; but he was too precipi-- 
tate in every thing,, heaped ordinances. upon 
ordinances, half digeſted his projects, was too: 
wort. ſighted in their application, indeciſive. 
in his conduct, never confiſtent with himſelf, 
haſty in iſſuing edicts, obſcure and equivocal: 
in his expreſſions, adviſing with his counſel: 
after he had expedited. his. decrees, ; which 
& were then followed by explanatory acts, arid: 
| Joon afterrepealed. Multifariouſneſs and ob- 
fcurity in laws are the meſß certair 
ne legiſlator: and no- There can theſe be 
more conſpicuous than in his code, which 
ſome pettiſogger muſt have ſcraped toge- 
er: for ſince its uſe law-ſuits have been; 
* multiplied without end, counſellors and at- 
ol 8 N 


6 1 
torneys have been enriched; the judges are 
not a whit more honeſt; * injuſtice and deceit 
have no check; ;. and all who are oppreſſed 
may ſigh unpitied. Another proof of his 
weakneſs appears in his attention to tale 
bearers, and whiſperers of ſeandal. All Vir 
enna and Hungary ſwarmed with, penſioned 
ſpies, who, had it in their power to ruin the 
moſt honeſt of mankind. Even the com- 1 
moneſt ſtrumpets were employed by him for = 
this purpole ; ; and his private ſociety could f 
boaſt no Seat, no 3 no ee 
man. 
With all . e 5 7 he was 
more deceived than any of his predeceſſors, 
as all things united to blind his eyes, impoſe 
on his credulity, and weary. him out; whilſt 
ſo many projects wandered through his brain, 
that he maturely conſidered. none of them, 
+ ſtumbled at the moſt. ſuperficial obſtacles, 
and had too little firmneſs to perſevere in a 
| laborious undertaking; whence he was R 
wavering and undecided. 
His inconſiſtency \ will ever remain ſy 
. He e an ae to monks, Jt 
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| knelt before them at the confeſſional. From 
places of pilgrimage he ordered the votive 
tables to be removed ; yet, in conſequence 
of a vow, on recovering from an inflamma- 
tion that had attacked his organs of fight, 
hielt offered at the ſhrine ve Ry a =_ 

"He Sorthiecs wy to depend againſt 
the groſs abuſes of religion, againſt the tricks 
and impoſtures of monks; yet hę daily count- 
ed his beads to obtain abſolution. He wiſhed 
to act the part of an hero, yet he never ven 
tured to attack the weakeſt of all poſſible 
enemies; diſplayed the cowardlinefs of his 
heart on every occaſion; remained a whole 
year inactive before Belgrade, ſaw his beſt 
foldiers bleed unrevenged, and his ignomini- 
dus retreat from Schupaneck, with his reput- 
ed invincible army, when he had nothing to 
fear, will remain an eternal record of diſgrace 
ine the military hiſtory of Auſtria. He wiſhed 
to be beloved; yet acted in the moſt arbitrary 
manner. He wiſhed to be thought juſt; yet 
Huffered unjuſt Judges to go unpuniſtied He 
en to be an ceconomiſt ; nee 


_.the 


| (495: )- 
the public treaſure in his own hep _ 
er meaſures. 11 


In ſeeking to promote idee fa anni- 
hilated ir. In ſeeking to improve the internal 
conſtitution of his ſtates, he offended all claſſes 
of men, occaſioned diſcontent: and commo- 
tions, and at ſo improper a time engage 
in a Turkiſh war, the conſequences of 

- which muſt WR rata all * 0 
Rat. = 7 - 463, 

He was deſirous to den wy wikes 
being ſo; inflicted puniſhments arbitrarily; 8 
and never rewarded with willingneſs; Par- 
doned none, and aggravated the ſentences'of _ 
criminals, without regarding the laws. Na- 
ture beſtowed on him an underſtanding, which 

he knew not how to employ: A ſlave to 
ſuperſtition, he wiſhed to ſeem ſuperior to it : 
prejudices. In ſhort, conſidered in a true 
light, he was a ſingular man. Actually wiſer 2 
than any of his predeceſſors, he yet"threw 
every thing into ſuch confuſion, that the total 
deſtruction of the Auſtrian monarchy muſt 8 
| have enſued, had he lived half a year longers MM 
ak not been ſucceeded by a mild, prudent, 
N laborious. | 
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laborious man, capable of accommoedating 
matters in time, and effecting the convention 
of Reichenbach. Joſeph's ſneering look, and 
biting raillery,were ſufficient to prevent every 
phyſiognomiſt, every man of fagacity, from 


placing the leaſt confidence 1 in him. His me- 


mory was: ſfrong : he had learnt abroad many 
bons mots, many ſentences, many expreſſions, 
which he could introduce very patly upon oc- 


caſion: he ſtudied overnight what he ſhould 


produce the next day, to appear a man of 


wir and learning: and, as a monarch, he had 
it always in his power to lead the converſa- 


tion to any pre meditated ſubject, on which 
be would excite admiration. 


Every ſtranger, who knew him not, . 


nes at the extent of his knowledge: but he 
who ſiſted him thoroughly, and ſought ſub- 
ſtantial proofs, found it all ſuperficial, and 
nothing but a chaos at bottom. On ſuch oc- 
cCeaſions he would break off the converſation 


abruptly, to prevent a detection of his weak- 


neſs. On this account all his projects were 
ſute to fail: on this account his imitation. of 
che great Frederic ſucceeded ſo badly, that he 


( 


FRE 


muſt inevitably be the 11 of Ou man 
eee N 


At firſt, before I well hi him I travail 


much, and did much for him 1 cos: od; 


He knew that I had fomneleraah wits the 
late la ndgrave of Heſſe-Caſſel, and propoſed 


to me to endeavour to get into his ſervice 


general Schlieffen, whom he wiſhed to em- 


ploy as a financier. My anſwer was: 


The landgrave was my benefactor when | 

« he was' governor of Magdeburg: I cannot 
e behave to lum like an ungrateful ſeoun- 
< drel. © Your majeſty. has not furniſned me 
« with credentials to his court, and 1 ef 2 
6 80 thither as a ſpy and a kidnapper“ 


On my return from Berlin, he LIEN to 


learn from me the names of the Brabantine 


and Hungarian deputies, who ſought protec- 


tion there. I told him that I nee | 
of the matter. He did not believe me; hut 


he ſaw that I was no ſpy no ne Ws 
his looks told me what he thought. 
In the Bavarian war, as I have 4 a 


ny I was to raiſe a n and pauder 


my native * Sift 219% Sane 
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This propoſal I flatly rejected, and thus 
increaſed his ſuſpicions. As J had accepted, 


and received for five years, a penſion from 


the then king of Pruſſia, on every occaſion he 


was regdy to ſhow me diſpleaſure and con- 


tempt; ſo that I had determined to bid adieu 
to his dominions, had he not leſt this world. 


My journey into Hungary! in the year 1787, 
and the ſtriking manner in Which I was there 
received and reſpected, eſpecially as he knew 
chat L had millions to demand there, and found 


ſo much eſteem and diſtinction at Berlin, en- 


thought no pure virtue could exiſt in the breaſt 
of a man that had been injured. Now, how- 
ever, it is generally known, that I remained 
an honeſt man to bath parties, and acted in a 
very tick liſn ſituation with honour and eſteem, 
regardleſs of my own advantage, and of my 


juſt revenge: and this is my reward 


Fond of ſpies and-informers, Joſeph was 


dun the more deceived. He paid them well, 
do the coſt of many an honeſt man; His inti- 
mates were mean conte mptible 
—_—_ | W 


perſons; and 


Fo 8 


4 


great thief, named Grofling, and ſore-thers 


of the like ſtamp, were his private news: 
mongers, whom he moſt graciouſly: eudgelled 


for. his amuſement, and the moment after 


ſhook hands with amicably, and eee 5 


his pimps. * : N { — a 7 A 4 1 * 1 * At ? 


+4 


Enough! 2 AER. Already ſaid more of the 


man than I. wiſhed. 1 could fill a volume 
with anecdotes, ſcarcely credible, / of which I 


know for a certainty the truth. Theſe I leaye | 
to his biographer, who, no more addiẽted tq 
flattery than myſelf, has, from conſequences, | 


£5 * 8 - y 
: 2% — 
If) ; 


: with theſe he. would der for hours. 5 Tbe 15 


N 


leſs to dread. God be praiſed, that he reſte 4 


in his grave, and has left: not ſuch; another = 
ruler, behind him ! Me he repaid. with the 


blackeſt. ingratitude, fulfilling, none of his 
promiſes to me, and for my children doing 
nothing. My rights he ſuffered to be invaded 


with impunity ; and, by deluſive pretences, 


robbed me of four and twenty. years of my 


life, which moſt aſſuredly I could have einn 
Ployed more to my advantage in other coun- 


ries, At leaſt every honeſt writer is juſtified 
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in proclaiming the truth of departed tyrants; ; 
and biographers who fatter princes deſtitute 
of ſoul betray poſterity: Joſeph would have 
Ioſt all his dominions had his fe been pro- 
| longed.” Had he poſſeſſed the talents and good 
D fortune of Frederic, he would have ſpread 
laughter and devaſtation far and wide. n 
| be I will now give a true picture of a cburt 
G8 of Juſtice": at Vienna, as Ipromiſed, for which 
1 have legal dotuments and proofs in my 
bands. Then every reader, who has a juſt 
ſuit to litigate, will aſſuredly ſtart with abhor- 
8 fence, and fay, «© Why didſt thou live ſo 


long in Auſttia, Trenck ? Certainly it 
as not a country. for men like thee?” . 
= The - judicium militare mixtum, conſiſting of 


= military men and regimental Judges, or juſ- 
. tices, was my forum Dene, my. proper 

ke as I wore an uniform. | 
|” Prince Charles Lichtenſteinga man of pro- 
dich and noble ſentiments, was preſident; but 
| q he ſeldom ſat on the bench. The humane, 
WO juſt, and ſagacious general F aber, over whoſe 
YZ head fourſcore ſummers * had no- paſſed, 
was to preſide 1 in his abſence.” Unfortunately 
17 . | he 
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he was — fo afflicted with the ge J 
chat the greater part of the year he was n © 
fined to his bed; of courſe he did nat aſteg 
make his appearance. After him the pꝛeſi I 
dentſhip devolved on general baron ena 5 
an honeft man, unſkilled however in the lr; 
which he had not ſtudied, and unable to con: 
tend with; the diſputatious pettifoggers by 
whom he was overpowered. A peaceable 
man, he ſat quiet on the bench, and ſeldom 
contradicted what was ſaid : beſides, he was 
the only foldier there, and had but one voice. 
The juſtices, as they are called, or pettifogs ' 
gers, as they might more properly be'termed, 
were Zetto von Kronſdorf, eſq. counſellor 
of regency, and an auditor of the 1 name wie 
Demfcher. © 

- Zetto was ſpeaker, and firſt cebccriabh © 
He was notorious in Vienna, as the greateſt __ 
raſcal and perverter of juſtice, who bupgted 
at no deed of iniquity, laviſhed all he*could 
| ſcrape together on ſtrumpets, and Jeſe his 

wife and children in want. But he kaga . 
handſome daughter, who vilited the emperor; 


and through her intereſt he ſat 3 refer 
— vor. III. = 


= 1 
4 . 

8 3 Be 
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| dog the ſeat of juſtice. Prince Lichtenſtein too 
E was an immoderate lover of the fair ſex, and 
be protected him ſor ſimilar reaſons: three times 
A BY ts for him, and twice he ſaved 

bim from os, for theifaks of tis fi- 

 mily.+ This bad man at that time governed 
the whole bench, as he was poſſeſſed of cun- 
ning, fluency” of ſpeech, and the practice of 
the courts, in the higheſt degree; and he 
would have been an excellent referendary, had 
£ he been capable of acting as an honeſt man. 

— Demſcher had not wealth enough to ſop- 
port the prodigality of his domeſtic arrange - 
ments, and therefore availed himſelf of a fine 
daughter, whom Wetzlar the Jew had gotten 1 
with child and ſupported. His hate tome 
was unbounded ; as, being a zealot, he fan- 
cied himſelf making an acceptable ſacrifice 
to God in perſecuting me as a heretic.” He 

was my referendary in a certain cauſe; laid 

his deciſion before the councih it was ap- 
proved, and he privately ſubſtituted inſtead 

olf it another totally different When this 
made its appearance, having paſſed the ſu- 
preme court, thoſe Who were preſent knew 
iD 'Y „ A abs - 
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it not to be that which had before been ou 


It was injurious to the honour both fe 


and. my. attorney Dorfner, A ae. d 23 


to be preſented to us. 
Juſtice, and my attorney. dem Jol 


This very man now fits as a judge and re- 


ferendary in the ſupreme, military court. 


Heaven defend me hams ever having 550 ſeek 
juſtice in it! * ode nt bl 2b 

To his — ae che counfell6r 0 
regency, baron Waldſtætten. He was poor, 


1 dec 9 re 
reparation. This he obtained, as it was un- 


avoidable ; and Demſcher aſked his pardon: '3 Y 
To me, however, none was given: and the 
ſentence was put in force, to my great injury. 


and had in due form let his wife to baron 1 


Krechtler, the ſon of a wealthy contractor 


who kept the houſe, allowed the huſband fix- 
W florins a year for: his private en- 


pences, and lived pubſioly with the bareheſs 
as his miſtreſs - Krechtler dieꝗ ia leſs than 
two years, and left a fortune of more chan 


two millions to the daughter, thaochinge ears 


old, whom he believed to he his α˖ child, 
„ 1 HE a 
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3 3 ſie bore the | name of the reputed 
; father. | 

Whether a man 62 9 balchy makes 


money of hig Wife be a fit perſon to occupy 
the ſeat of judgment; whether juſtice can 


be expected from one who lives without ho- 
nour, and who has rendered his intereſted 


fpirit ſo notorious, I leave to the deeifion of 
my reader, and particularly't to him ae. whom 


i | Judges are elected. 


Ihe ſecretary of this ne the wn of a 


| kibite counſellor at law, one Finenbaum, 


eſq. led the whole, and ſpoke more in the 
council chan all the reſt who were preſent; 
whilſt Zetto and he played into each other's 
hands, as they traded- in partnerſhip, and 
ſhared all their booty. He was particularly - 
protected by prince Lichtenſtein, becauſe his: 2 


handforge weil 8 been „ 3 


12 dane that ho wes the chi ef tlie — 


who, as he declared, gave him a preſent of 


| _ hundred ducats at his chriſtening. - 


- The 


\ 
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T he knave Zetto laboured in concert 
with this artful, pettifogger, and procured 
him the adminiſtration of the heſt "es 
on which they battened together. 

Thus by Zetto's direction F illenbavien y was 
appointed truſtee in my caſe; and within 


two years he pocketed upwards of four thou- 


ſand florins belonging to his truſt, desk in- 
juring it to three times that amount. 

If Zetto had any report to make for me, 
it remained unnoticed till I had made Fillen- 
baum a preſent of a cheſt of Champaigne, 
or a purſe of fifty ducats, to quicken, Mr. 


Reporter; then the booty. was divided ina. 4 


brotherly manner. 


How poor wards co in . whe hood 4 _ 


ſuch truſtees, 1 will here explains, |... 


Every year the truſtee makes out his ge- | 
count, and delivers it to the council. A 


Zetto takes it to examine and repo "I 9 
ſequently the truſtee is always comme 
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The daughter of an officer, a handſome 
girl, was a wurd of the court, with a fortune 
of eighteen or twenty thouſand florins. The 
truſtee concerted a plan with a vagabond, 
who gave himſelf out for a coat, but was 
in reality a montenegrine banditto, and a de- 
teſtable fellow. Wirh the guardian's conſent 
the marriage contralf | was drawn up, and a 
conſiderable jointure ſettled on the bride. She, 
with her worthy mother, was now ſummoned | 
b fore the court of Vienna. The reſpectable 


widow oppoſed the marriage, and, with al 
he cloquence of a parent, demanded protec- 


tion for her only child. The davghter did 


the ſame, fell on her knees, and declared 
/ that ſhe could not marry a man fo ſavage : 3 


Nought ayailed; nought excited tlie com- 
miſeration of the judges. Zetto carried the 
buſineſs througb, and the marriage was judi - 


AH cially decreed! The bridegroom received 
_— the capital from the hands of Zetts and the 


"truſtee, not without a conſiderable deduQtion, 
no doubt, and e departed with his wife 


2 for Hungary. Here he lived three Months, 


8 by his fellow bandirti in ſplendid 


Fs 2 


* a | lverics, 


4 „„ 
hveries. At length, after; having lads his; - 
. wife cruelly, he quitted the country, leaving 
her naked, pennyleſs; and with, child. | 
The mother now repaired to Vienna, de- 

manding pity, demanding juſtice. No heed 
being given to her complaints, ſhe fled to 
the emperor. He, according to the Vienna 
cuſtom, ſent the caſe, to be examined into by; 
the very court in which the - ſhameful deed. 
had taken place. It may eaſily be imagined 
what kind of a report was made on it, for 
their own juſtification, by thoſe by hom it 
had been perpetrated. | The monarch. could 
not refuſe. credit to them, and all hope of 


compenſation was fruſtrated. As if this had Ml 
not been ſufficient, the weeping mother was .. 


driven away by the officers of the court; as a, 


frivolous and vexatious.complainant, her pe- 
tition was trodden under foot, and the un- 
fortunate daughter lives now in the greateſt 


miſery. 1 myſelf gave her an alms Wark 
the lay-in. 


Nor was this all. —A choufatd f forins FRY _ 
remained due, which were not paid with the, - 
reſt to the bridegroom, as they were not 


3 M4 borch. 
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ſortheoming · The deſerted wife fell on her 


knees before the court, and prayed for this 
money for her ſupport. The infamous 
guardian, however, proteſted that her bap- 
tiſmal regiſter had been falſified, and that ſhe 
was not of age. Zetto admitted it, and faid 
that the money belonged to the child, not to 
the wife z and ſhe received not a fingle 
farthing. This was the ſentence of the very 


man, Who did not ſay that ſhe'was a minor 
' when he delivered her and her fortune into 


the hands of a ſharper. 
Thus fare wards in Vienna; md Grnitar 
occurrences are by no means rare, What 


is worſt of all, advocates or attorneys, who 
- can purchaſe the protection of the judges, 


are always choſen for guardians and truſtees. 


I knew one attorney who had ſorty- three 


| weards, and regularly took his per-centage 


without cheating himſelf ; not to mention 
chat he well knew how to make out a bill 
of expences. Thus, too, the celebrated 


Zetto and Fillenbaum had a number of 


eſtates to adminiſter : even I, in the ſixtieth 


WO year of my age, found myſelf obliged to 


„„ 


— 


a 
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be their pupil, and to 1 at the mercy. _ 


ſuch knaves. 


The other altas in Wert judicio militari 


mixto, were a good old, but eaſy, counſellor, 


of regency, and a ſubmiſſive notary, whoſe 


Brat i ae Filleabaurn. .., 


The following proceſs I ſhall RA on 


cially relate, to open- the eyes of the monarch. 


himſelf, if he ſhould peruſe. my narrative. 
The aa and probata are at Vienna in the 
hands of Mr. von Weyrauch, ſolicitor to the 
court, who conducted the cauſe for me with 


| great credit, and actually gained it againſt 


the bench. Such a caſe is not to be paral- 


leled in 8 and every honeſt man muſt 5 1 4 . 
ſhudder at it when told, I ſhall not conceal =_ 
a ſingle circumſtance, as it will appear from 


the documents, if they be examined. 
1 lived at the time with my family in | the 5 
free imperial town of A iu, and drew my 2 


fion from the military cheſt in Bruſſels. 


Thither ſent my quarterly acquittapce, 
0 ker to receive the money, but had for. 


anſwer, that my penſion. was. ſtopped by the 


fapreme military court at Vienna, on account. 
(it M 5 N .- 04 
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of a bill of exchange of ſeven hundred flo- 
rins, with one and twenty years! intereſt in 
arrear, which, having been Fall; a md open 
red p 0 L009 3 


— 


Now I knew that I was SP AL to no 
man upon earth; and I had never heard a 
ſingle word of the law- ſuit.I knew Vienna: 
the affair appeared to me aſtoniſhing: at the 
ſame time it rouſed my ſenſe of honour. 
Immediately J cook poſt, and haſtened to 
Vienna—a diſtance of 130 miles. Here I 
learnt that one Buſly; an attorney; an aſſiſt- 

ant of Zetto, had ſued me for a bill of ex- 
change of ſeven hundred florins, dated 1753, 
and payable to one Heiſch mann, ho was hung 
for fwindling and forgery fifteen years ago. 

The cauſe was formally conducted in the 
indicia nilitari mixto, and falſe Poſt- marks 
from Aix were produced, ſo that I was re- 
gularly nonſuited. and condemned to pay the 
money. Zetto, the reporter on the occaſion, 
was in concert with Buſſy, had hirtſelf ſorged 
the bill, and always Made falle reports: Rence 
a ſutreptitious ſentenee as by no means im- 
JR to de obtained, and its donfirmation 
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ia the ſupreme military court was procured. 
by ſimilar means. | 
There was in Vienna no inſtance of ſuch 
a ſentence of both upper and lower courts. 
being repealed. tee >! | 
I had no doubt about the matter; 3 bon- 
ever, I demanded my note. This was re- . 
fuſed me with inſolence, under the pretext,³ 
| that a copy of it had been ſent me, that 1 
had taken no notice of it, and that now a de- 
ciſion had been made. Wn 2 
Immediately went to the emperor, com- 
plained aloud of an evident fraud, and re- 
queſted a rule for a new trial. My charging. 
the ſupreme military court with a falſe judg- 
ment incenſed him highly: but I aſſerted my 
right, and offered to prove it, on pain of be- 
ing rendered publicly infamous. This put 
him to a ſtand; he granted me che 1 and. = 
wiſhed me ſucceſs.  _ WT 
I Do.] ſought a. counſel: no one, „ EET 
would accept my brief, in a cauſe of injuſtice: 
and. forgery, againſt two courts of juſtice, for F 
fear of making enemies. At length I e g i 
the honeſt court ſolicitor Weyrauch. He ſaw. 
VN. ; M 6. ; through. 
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dug the buſineſs at once, perceived the 
conduct of Zetto, and undertook the cauſe. 
He appeared in court with the rule. Zetto 


* ſtormed, abuſed him, threw the rule at him 


as an inſult to the court, and endeavoured to 
frighten him, by threatening that he ſhould 
be put in irons, and conſigned to a tipſtaff, if 
he engaged in ſuch a malicious cauſe and loſt 
it. Weyrauch, nevertheleſs, continued firm; 
and de manded a day for the inſpection of the 
note, and for producing it in open court. — 
Well aware that T had a wife and children 


þ at Aix-la-Chapelle, and of courſe could not 


remain long at Vienna, on aceount of the 
expence, this was put off for ſix weeks; 
though in à caſe ſo urgent it ought to have 
been appointed within three days. At length 
the day was fixed. I appeared in perſon. In- 
ſtead of the original, however, an authenti- 
- tated copy from the regiſter only Was produ- 
ed. In the courſe of the proceſs it appeared 


| from the records, that the regiſtrar, being 


bribed, had actually given in a falſe copy. 
This was legalh proved; but, when ſentence 
was even, it remained unpubiſhed, 


. 


R Com. 

My attorney now preſſed for producing the 
3 according to law, to prove it a for- 
gery. This ſhould have been done imme- 
diately ; but Zetto contrived to put it off, 
for two months. The plaintiff now did. 
not appear. Here was a freſh delay of ſix 

weeks. At length the original was e 
forward. 
wii e of it, e e were 
at a ſtand. In three different places of the 
bill the ſum and date had been eraſed, ſo as 
to leave holes in the paper.. 
The receipt of intereſt on it, in Oktober. vj 
1754, was acknowledged at bottom in a dif- | 
ferent hand. A monk, a father conſeſſor at 
Vienna, made oath, that he was preſent when 
I paid this: and my attorney proved, that! 
had been five months in priſon at Magdeburg 
at the time when this receipt was given.— i 
When the bill was held up to the light, it ap- 
peared clearly that it was a note of mine for- | 
one hundred florins, which had been changed 
into ſeven hundred. The figure one was ſtill 
diſtinguiſhable, and a ſeven was written over 
it. The proper date, too, was 1751, which; 
PEE: agreed 
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deed with the account-book of the once, 
then produced, in which it appeared that my 
note to Fleiſchmann for a hundred florins had 
been paid. All this was proved beyond diſ- 
pute at the firſt ſitting. Every one ſaid the 
bill is forged, null, and not valid. Now: 
began Zetto to hold forth with all his elo- 
quence, and to maintain, that it was a matter 
of too much importance to accuſe the judges 
of an error ſo peremptorily. Buſſy, previ- 
ouſly tutored by him, requeſted that he might 
be allowed to produce witneſſes; and it was 
deerced that this weighty cauſe ſhould be 
carried through in due form. By this Zetto. 
hoped to gain time, knowing that I could. 
not remain at Vienna, and imagining that he 
c could ſoon-get the better of my mo" Oy 
new frauds. et e N : 
What was now to be Sie] 8 bn obliged: 
to give my attorney full powers to act for me, 
and return to Aix la- Chapelle without ſeeing; 

my cauſe finiſhed, notwithſtanding I had re- 

mained eight months at Vienna on account of 
it alone. Is not the infamy of the proceed- 


= ines of this court ſufficiently: evident, Shea 
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eight months were thus. waſted "before the 5 
cauſe came to its firſt hearing? ; 
It may not be improper, in this 1 7 
the buſineſs, to give my reader a hay to win 
whole affair. 0 1a ali 
On my unfortunate journey to n, in 
the year 1754, I left my ſplendid equipage, 
and all my papers, with the regiment in Hun- 
gary. When I returned ten years after, I 
found only one of the lieutenants living. The | 
colonel, the quarter-maſter, and all my com- 
rades, were dead, or diſmiſſed. What be- 
came of my equipage I could never learn, 
and I was told that my papers had been ſent 
to Vienna to counſellor Huttner. He, how- 
ever, proſeſſed to know nothing of them. 


Urged by vexation, I left Auſtria, and live 


fourteen years at Aix-la- Chapelle, as I have 


related in the former part of my hiſtory.—. © Y 


Through accident, or ſomething: worſe, / my 


papers muſt have fallen into the hands of, | 


Zetto. Amongſt them he found this note 
for a hundred florins, which x; had for- 

gotten to cancel, made the alterations in it, g 
_ took advantage of my abſence, and employed. 


Buſſy, the attorney, as his coadjutor... Buſſy 
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was to fue for i it; he had to report the cauſe, 
and conducted the whole villany, whilſt the 
booty was ſhared between them. The docu- 
ments prove all this clearly; and, on the 
failure of the ſcheme, Buſſy was obliged 
to abſcond, to ſave the credit of the col- 
It is remarkable too, that when I was im- 
priſoned at Magdeburg, it was in due form 

announced in the Gazette, that all who had 
demands on me ſhould make their claims 
within two years, otherwiſe they would be 
deemed void. This bill of exchange, how- 
ever, was not produced; of courſe, had it 
even not been a forgery, it would have been 
on this account null, and I was not liable to 
be ſued for it. Certainly, too, the holder of 
it would not have waited ſo n for one 

and twenty year s. 
I being now abſent, the t EY 

ed ſeriptorily. In ſpite of all my-attorney's 
zeal, three years paſſed away: a' thouſand 
ſobterfuges were deviſed to poſtpone the de- 
cCifion; whole reams of paper were written; 
. oaths evidently falſe were admitted; and no 
tone was left unturned We At 

kad | 5 length 
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length Zetto came forwards, and. ci 
that the cauſe was ready for deciſion, and that 
my complaint of injuſtice was frivolous. 

General Faber, however, the preſident, 
was an honeſt man, and ſaw through the 
treachery. He directed therefore, that, as 
the monarch had repreſented. this cauſe to 
him as peculiarly important, thepapers-ſbould 
firſt be tranſmitted to all the judges reſpec - 
tively. Thus he gained time for me to haſten 


to Vienna, and counteract the malice: of 


Zetto, for he was ſo generous * . a 
me with my danger. 
A ſecond time, then, 1 "a 8 8 
and found the proofs alledged by my attor- 


ney Weyrauch fo clear, that my ſucceſs could) IM 


not fail. My unexpected preſence ſtaggered 
the traitor, I did all I could to accelerate _ 
the buſineſs : and now Zetto aun 15 
report for four months. 

At length the deciſion took place. 

It was decreed, that I was not indebted to 
the plaintiff, becauſe he had not made his 
claim during my arreſt, rmably te no 


tice given. 


1 

Againſt this ſentence, which in due courſe 
of law the judges ſhould have pronounced at 
the firſt hearing of the plaintiff's demand, I 
proteſted in form, declaring, that 1 would 
not avail myfelf of this circumſtance, bur 
would pay the money, if it could be proved 
that T ever received it: and expreſsly re- 
quiring a fentence on the points of forgery 
and injuſtice, ſince both were aſſerted in ous 
rule for a new trial.  _ ©, 

I vent to the monarch, and infornged him 
of the procedure. e wiſned me luck in an 
honourable victory. The great Thereſa alſo 
wiſhed me ſucceſs, and aſked me what was a 
fir puniſhment for the forger Buſſy, as the 
whole of the charge properly lay againſt him, 
ſuſpicion alone attaching to Zetto. I an- 
ſwered, © that it belonged to the judges to 
determine; not to me. Her majeſty 
commended my moderation, and ſeemed to 
ſympathiſe with me. That very day, how- 
ever, my opponent found protection through 
the means of a valet de OY and ob· 
4 tained the ne decree. 
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18 The appeal of the attorney Bully,” and 
« reviſal of his cauſe, are granted by his mas 


« jeſty ; and, on account of his poverty, they 
ce ſhall be free of all taxes and coſt of ſuit. 


Now the cauſe went on afreſh. - At a con- 


fiderable expence I was obliged again to re- 


torn home without its being ended, and the 


matter continued pending fourteen months 
longer. I then came a third time to Vienna. 
Sentence was given. I gained my cauſe; The 
former ſentence was annulled, and the ſtop- 
page of my penſion was taken off, aſter it 


had been kept back for five years, without 


any one inquiring - whether or no I. had 


wherewithal to give bread to menen 


Buſſy, the attorney, abſconded, and fled fro 
Vienna; and this ſuit for ſeven hundred . 
rins“, which J gained, eonſumed for me; in 
coſts and travelling expences, not leſs than 
four thouſand guilders.+_ Thus are laweſuits 
carried on in- «the 1 of Ae, 1 
. 178. esta zie n Sl 
+ 144 50 A amen is the tink as a done. 
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Zetto was known, but not puniſhed ; and 
| had my exertions been leſs indefatigable, or 
bad I found myſelf leſs ſupported by honeſt 
people, I ſhould certainly have loſt both my 
money and my honour, in contending with 
two courts. of juſtice, which I had incenſed 
againſt me. The cauſe, however, made much 
noiſe at Vienna. All the judges, whom I had 
thus openly. diſgraced, became my bitter ene - 
mies; and their ſucceſſors continue ſo to this 
| day; as there ſtill remain ſome of the former, 
whom I brought to diſhonour, and they are 
aſhamed of having ſo mis · timedly held their 
tongues, and paſſed over a fraud, ſo evident, 
with their eyes open. I was ſtyled a turbu- 
lent perſon, who had the hardineſs to attack 
Courts of juſtice in the lump; and Zetto re- 
tained his ſeat on the lame bench for x thirteen 
gp „ 

He fought revenge, 1 and be ban 
. Through chicane he appointed me a 
truſtee, and choſe for the purpoſe the "aki | 


Fillenbaum, his moſt faithful coadjutor in all 


ſuch caſes. In the end, this villain ſo plun- 
dered me, ſo ill- treated me, that any one, who 


knew 


( | 26r ) 


knew the whole, would wonder at my pa- 


dienee. I am known, thank God, in all Eu- 


when a ſcoundrel, who deſerved to be flog» 


oed at the cart's tail, and who actually died in 
che houſe of correction, had power to appoint 


a man like me a truſtee, who was no better 


than himſelf; and to ſuch an infamous pro- 
e the whole bench ſaid; Amen. 
Son aſter, the hail totally deſtroyed my 
crops twice. I could not diſcharge the im 
poſts, as the law-ſuir above mentioned had 


drained away all my caſh, and + wantgd m 
en florins eo pay to the receive. 
Zetto and his conſorts, Demlcherin pat. —_— 


eilen, decreed, that I arbitrarily diſſipated 


ſortunes of my children; and the court di- 
rected my eſtates to be put into ſequeſtration. 
Zetto was on the point of being named to 
adminiſter them, when I found means to 
make good the payment at « loſs of thirtxg 
per cent, and thus fruſtrated the villain's at- 


tempt to haraſs me with unceaſing chicane, 
and at length drive me from the country. 
Hey fear ful are thy judgments, O God in 


X = ” 4 ; 
4 4 = | * 7 A . 
Fi 1 4 C n 2 A E 4 L 
l 2% * * . 2 oY 1 — - R 4 8 « — 1 a 
_ 1 — 7 — — 
2 E . 2 2 . g 0 r Fe 
Re PEE = r > > 4 2 4, 235 = 9. * {4 1 4 7 Ao Hans pep 6) $54" 5 e LACS 11 p 
4: bed oe a E. 5 e * — 8 
- mry = S * = * — 


* Xe" 
2 22 2 
2 ry AT I ” GA * * 
— 1 C * 1 
7 — D * 1 * 
5 AE. ! lad. 
r 
8 


. 
— 
* 
watt 6 
4 G 
re 
2 ZEISS 
5 * n we 
pF EEE. TR ng p * 
Se | DN 
8 3 ** n %*. 


„ 

the courts of juſtice at Vienna! I was ſpeak- 
ing in confidence with the worthy lieutenant, 
field-marſhal Faber, who knew the fellow 
well; and he ſaid ro me with a ſigh 4 My 
dear Trenck, I dare not ſpeak. The em- 
c peror will have it ſo. Tell him, however, 
< to aſk me with what knaves-I am obliged 
6e to fit in council, and he ſhall Near; ahr 
cc * downright walks? 4-114 oof =; | 

A fimilar anſwer. 1 Fa . che war- 
| doe the honeſt field-marſhal Haddick. 
Ihe vice-preſident, general count Cara- 
melli, was my friend. I aſked him, How he 
cold -fir- ſilent on the bench at ſuch, groſs 
miſconduct, and approve the moſt iniquitous 
; judgment againſt me? He anſwered, that he 
always ſpoke againſt me, and never in my 
behalf, left te ſhould be ſuſpected of being 


my friend. Thus ſpake an Italian, whoſe 


belly was his only e en in a 


| A 3 court of juſtice. FS 54 ? & 4 pi Th 7 


Another ſuch ſuit, in che e . Fog mi- 
W in which I was involved, I muſt here 
relate. It was known to every one in Vienna, 
yet heck: man had 1 it in his power to mi- 

| 8 tigate 
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tigate it. I ſtated it, as it was publicly | 
proved : and.-it could not be altered by the 
beſt of monarchs, the © generous: Leopold. 

As a ſtigma upon the adminiſtration of juſ- 
tice in Vienna, I will give it truly, according 
to the documents, and without reſerve. 
In the year 1787 I purchaſed the lordſhip 
| Z werbach, in Lower Auſtria, for the ſum 
of forty · ſeven thouſand florins. 
As my property had, by a ſtretch of on” 
been put into ſequeſtration, tqyfetter-me the 
more; and I'was ſtill under the juriſdiction 
of the judicii militaris mixti ; Zetto managed 
matters ſo, that the colleague he had choſen, 
one like himſelf, received orders to conclude” 
dhe bargain as curator, At the firſt daſh, the 
ſeller received fifty one thouſand florins; con- 
ſequently four thouſand: more than I had 
agreed. This was ſhared amongſt them, and | 
[- was forced to hold my tongue; otherwiſe JP 
the purchaſe, of which I was extremely de- 
ſirous, would have been ſet aſide. Beſide this, 
I was obliged to remain at Vienna, at great 
expence, on account of it; whilſt Zetio and 
F | Fillenbaum | 
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Finenbaum aſſailed my purſe for fees, and 
every report was to be paid for. 

It is the cuſtom of Auſtria, Go when a 
tordſhip is fold, a few-thoufand guilders of 
the purchaſe money ſhall be kept back, as 
ſecurity to indemnity the buyer, if within two 
years any thing mentioned, in the bill of ſale 
ſhould be found deficient. On this account 
three thouſand florins were to be held as cau- 
| tion money in the purchaſe of Zwerbach. 

-  Searcely had I taken poſſeſſion, when the 
ſteward found a kind of impoſts entered in 
the tenantry book, the demand of which was 
prohibited by the ſovereign. 15 amount- 
eil yearly to three hundred florins⸗ equivalent 
to a capital of ſeven thouſand five hundred, 
which the ſeller had to make good to me. 

I diſpatched the tenants themſelves to the 
arecorf of the circle, to try the cauſe with 
me there, and refuſe payment of theſe im- 
poſts. Sentence was given that they ſhould 
not pay me them. I now went to Vienna, 
took the ſteward with me, and appeared in 
g e militari minto, with my attorpey 
Doxfner 


* * a 
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| Dorfter, preferring my ſuit, and demanding f 
to be indemnified by the ſeller. ee 


I ̃ be firſt duty of the judge, according to 
the law, was to direct the ſeller to give me 4 
bond of indemnification, and to carty on tlie 
ſoit with the tenants. We were ſuffered to 
withdraw, and Fillenbaum, as curator; re= 
ceived orders to draw up the caſe, He, 
through fear of having his conduct expoſed 
by the ſeller, was afraid to act, and delayed 
the affair three years; on which account] was 
nonſuited, for having exceeded the term ap- 
pointed by law, and brought too late. On 
this I haſtened to Vienna, and appeared be. 
1 fore the court, where Zetto was — 
advanced, that T had made my claim: in this 
caſe, in due form, during the firſt year of the 
purchaſe, and demanded a circular letter to 
the regency, with an atteſtation, that 1 had 
neglected nothing, and conſequently could 
not be nonfuited. Bur, alas! the Judges 
looked at Zerto, Who flatly denied: the com- 
miffion, and faid, that I had never made my 
appearance on the wan . reſt were 
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NV ſteward offered to make oath, that he 


actually, on the day alluded to, laid before 
them the particulars; and that Gorgan, the 


defendant s counſel, oppoſed him and me, 
and the attorney Dorfner, in full court, and 
even offered two thouſand florins to compro- 
miſe the affair. All this was fruitleſs. . The 
judges permitted the files to be ſearched ; but 
Fillenbaum and Zetto, who had the manage- 


4 ment of them, had ſtolen the record, and 
5 ; the whole commiſſion was denied. 


I haſtened to my attorney Dorther, who 
had been employed by me on the occaſion, 
and defired him to atteſt it. To this demand 
he replied, © Dear Baron Trenck, I have in 
« my hands, it is true, proofs of this tranſ- 
« action; but God preſerve me from ven- 
cc turing to aſſert the truth, in contradiction 
« to that revengeful court. I ſhould make 
« enemies of all its members, and loſe every 


0 © cauſe I might hereafter undertake, and 


ec every future curatorſhip. In this manner 


is the ſacred refaple. of Juſtice profaned at 


Vienna. 


Thus I loſt not only; the _ hundred ho. 


ns yearly 1 income from my tenants, for x which 
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[ had paid ſeven thouſand five hundred florins, 


but was alſo obliged to pay the lady who ſold 
the eſtate the three chouſand florins caution- 
money, with intereſt and coſts of ſui uit, amount- 
ing to ſeven thouſand florins, ready money; 
and the decree was carried into execution 


without ſhowing me the leaſt favour; conſe- 


quently the truſt actually loſt ſeven thouſand d 


five hundred florins, which the curator ſhould 


have looked to, and for which he ſhould have 


been anſwerable; yet through the Protection 
of the bench, he eſcaped with. | impunity. 


At length, however, Zetto was brought to 
puniſhment for other acts of injuſtice, and 
died in the houſe of correction, with the, be- 
ſom in his hand. Through him I thamefully 5 
loſt at leaſt fifteen thouſand florins®; for twelve 
years I lay at his mercy : and all this would : 
have been prevented, had the monarch, inflict- 3 
ed on him due puniſhment, on occaſion of te 


firſt law. ſuit, in which de impleaded me for 


the forged bill of exchange. Inſtead of this; P 


the court felt itſelf offended, and reviled me 
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as a  diſturber of the public ali who calum- 
niated the ſacred colleges of juſtice; and 1 
mult have funk under reiterated perſecution, 
had T remained longer i in 1 Auſtria. Notwith- 
ſtanding che bench can at preſent boaſt men 
of honour, the odium brought on it by me 
adheres to it till; and a couple of its officers, 
-who were once unfortunately ſilent, and left the 
direction of affairs to Zetto and Fillenbaum, 
1955 reaſon to wiſh me eternally dumb. 

Laſt year the ſcandalous buſineſs was wound 
up by the final act. The ſeller purſued her 
demand of payment regularly to an execution. 
On this occaſion this court diſplayed the 
higheſt poſſible degree of animoſity towards 
me. Every one knew that Zwerbach, fold 
as it was for fifty-one thouſand florins, coſt 
me, including expences and entrance fees *, 
tity thouſand. It appeared, from the con- 


From e here uſed in the n it 
TS that a man cannot enjoy an eſtate he 
_ purchaſes, without paying the ſovereign of the dif- 
trict for leave; as with us an honeſt tradeſman, or 
' ſkilful artificer, cannot earn his living in a corpomite 
town, umount buying his Treedom. T. 


e tract 


6 


tract auly eee! in the court, that. my. 
eſtate was mortgaged for eighty thouſand flo- 


xins ; yet, on account of the three thouſand 


florins caution money, its ſequeſtration was 5 
decreed; and, notwithſtanding my proteſt, TN 
commiſſioners proceeded to it with two Car- 
riages and extra poſt-horſes, living well at my 
coft for ſix days, and putting me to ſour hun- 

d red florins unneceſſary expence, which my 
wife was obliged to pay down in ready money, 
wich ſeven thouſand two hundred florins to th 
ſeller, who had ſo maliciouſly purſued me at A 
law. This, however, is termed juſtice at Vi- 
enna. Twenty times at leaſt have I been ex · 
poſed to ſimilar proceedings, and there was 
no help; but I muſt ſubmit. I ſpeak boldly, 


I vrite freely, and ] heſitate not to name ſome. 
of the privileged perverters of juſtice: thus 


the many are exaſperated, and during forry-- 8 


three years I have lived inceſſantly contending 
againſt the villany of oppreſſive aſſociations. 


In the ſecond and third volumes of this 7 
work I have related truly, and without re- 


ſerve, how and by what means I loſt ſome 


5 millions, to which I had a Juſt hereditary 2 2 
A 3 | claim, . 
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cia i in the kingdom of Hungary ; how and 
by whom I was plundered in Vienna, three 
times betrayed; and ſold by the imperial mi- 
niſter at Dantzic. The cenſors refuſed me 
permiſſion to print them; but the emperor 
Jeſeph ordered, that whatever I could juſtify 
by documents and proofs ſhould be publiſhed 
without reſtriction. This was done, yet not 
a ſingle perſon demanded ſatisfaction of me: 
on the contrary, two gentlemen of the long 


tobe thanked me, with the ſtrongeſt aſſurance 


of their gratitude, for having ſpared” them, 
aud paſſed over their names in ſilence. Such 
ate the ſentiments, ſuch the conduct, of the 
Vienna lawyers. 5 e 
oY am inclined to throw a veil over their 
e yet I moſt relate gw O occurrences, 
that injured me ſeverely. 
At Aix-la-Chapelle I had a fuit with the 
poſt-maſter, who had defrauded me. He 
eppealed to che aulic council. Count Gra- 
venitz had the reporting of the caſe; he was 
feed, and wrote to the poſt-maſter, that his 
- cauſe was extremely ſuſpicious, but he would 
delay his report till I was weary of the affair. 
1 | In 


| ( 271 ) 

In this court buſineſs is conducted 1 in * 
ring manner. On account of the im- 
menſe number of cauſes, they ate divided 
amongſt the counſellors. Each of them takes 


quently it comes to his turn to report once 
in thirteen weeks; and then it generally de. 


ward, and which he will let ſtand over. 
No if a man have an vruſt cauſe; ot be 
in poſſeſſion of another” 5 property, he has 
only to pay the perſon who is to make the 
| report a certain ſum annually, as long as he 
engages not to bring it beſore the court, or 
to make intereſt to get an aſſurance from 


This is the true reaſon why a cauſe may 


centuries, without coming to a deciſion.” The 
heirs of a man who got poſſeſſion of ano- 
ther's eſtate, have it in their power to pay 
better than thoſe of him who was depriyed 
of it: hence of juſtice there i is little hope. 
by 4 Gravenitz had in hand ſuch an affair, which 
was notorious. He alſo entered into a con- 


9 * 


his week for reporting in rotation, conſe- 


pends upon himſelf which he will bring for= .-. 


hid to keep it in hand as long as he lives. "I | 4 : 


continue pending in this court for one or tw]9ös 
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. 
tract to ſell ſubjects of the empire to Spain, 
and thus became a dealer in human fleſh. 


On this account the emperor Joſeph diſmiſſed | 


him from his poſt. He then attempted to 
ſwindle count Theodore Bathiani, in Hun- 
| gary ; but was ſeized by him, and thrown | 
into priſon upon his eſtate, To Vienna he 
applied for aſſiſtance, as an aulic counſellor ; ; 


by which means he obtained his deliverance, 


with the favour of advice to quit the country, 

IT bus honourably he paid a viſit to Mecklen- 
burg. There he publiſned a libel againſt the 
preceding volumes of this work, and atte mpt- 
edto juſtify bimſelf. But the poor wretch is to 
be pitied: the ſhafts of his vengeance fell 
harmleſs. I mentioned him only becauſe he 
had injured me to the amount of eleven thou- 
ſand Borins, of which he deprived my child- 
2 Ls js for the paltry. bribe of fifty du- 
cats. Iß, however, there, be any one who 
50 bts what 1 have faid of him, let him write 

1 Vienna, aſk any attorney. there why count 

8 e was diſmiſſed from the aulic coun- 

eil, - and he: will. learn the truth of my account. 
=. obs coll: Sue, count von der Lipp, Who. 
3 | 


— 
” 
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when Gravenitz had the turn to report, rail 
againſt me fo baſely, that L was obliged to re- 
primand him in court, has now followed him, 
and quitted the bench of juſtice, to the great 
ſatisfaction of many oppreſſed ſuitors. Thank. 
God 1 (till live! poorer indeed than J ne: 
but univerſally known and eſteemed as a man 
of honour, and a martyr to the cauſe of truth. 
Now let me give the laſt e of v. 
enna juſt ice. «> 
Four years ago, on my * to | Pak x. 
accidentallybecame acquainted at Leipſic w ick 
one John James Semler, then a banker in 
that town. His apparent openneſs deceived 


me, and won my confidence, Almoſt imme- 


5 


diately on my arrival at Berlin, he ſent me 
bills of exchange to the amount of twelve 
| thouſand livres *, payable in three months at 
Paris, which he begged me to accept; ſaying 
that he was much ſtraitened for caſh, and 
could diſcount theſe on the credit of my names 
at the ſame time aſſuring me, that, on mR 
paſling through. Leipſie, he would give me 
the money to take them up in Faris when 
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y 1 they mould become due. Out of friendſhip 


to the man I accepted the bills. On my ar- 
' rival at Leipfic, he had not the money : he 
could only give me two hundred dollars in 
ſpecie, and his own drafts, payable in three 
months at Augſburg, for two thouſand five 
hundred florins ; but he declared that he only 
negotiated as many of the bills with my ac- 
ceptances as arnounted to three thouſand flo- 
Tins, and would deliver me the others on my 
| return. I did not know what to do with his 
' Avgfburg bills, which were not even ae- 
cepted; however, he told me that any man 
in Straſburg would caſh them on my credit, 
and thus I might take up mine in Paris. In 
eonſequence, I got theſe bills diſcounted by 
Meſſrs. Herman and Gebhardt, bankers at 
Frankfort, and Meſſrs. Franck and Dietrich 
at Straſburg, making myſelf anſwerable for 
their payment, and loſing the three months 
| Intereſt on them, | 
Almoſt immediately des my SEW} in 
Paris, the bills that I had accepted for Semler 
at Berlin were n for payment, and I 


1 diſcharged tr . Theſe amounting to more 


han the money I had received from Semler, 
Lg and 


A Ups 7p f 
and his bills which 1 had negotiated, be fei 
remained my debtor, The bills on Augſburg 

were duly honoured, except one for four hun- 
dred florins, which Was proteſted,” and ſent 
back to Frankfort; and I was obliged to ad- 
| vance the money in Paris, with ſixty florins = 


charges, till Semler was able to repay me. 
He now wrote to me again, in the moſt 
piteous manner, intreating me to accept for 
him bills for ſeven thouſand hvres, and aſter- 
wards for twelve thouſand more, payable in 
two months in Paris, promiſing me, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, to remit: the money 
before they became due. I ſuffered me 
to be dene wg on, _ e wich * 
ae. ee A wt 
The day of payment an no mo- 
ney came. I took up the bills, however, All 
and drew on him for two hundred louis Wl 
in favour of Mr. von Cetto. This draft | 
being honoured, I was encouraged to go on 
| accepting bills, and paying them; till at laſt, 
my draft on him for two hundred louis- d or, 
to Meſſrs. Sartorius and company, Was 4 
turned proteſted, in a diſgracefol-manner ; the 
| n N 6 4 fealon - 2 


” * 
4 
b 
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reaſon aſſigned by him being, that "I VE 
.caſh of mine in his hand. At the fame time 
I received from ham a letter, in which he 
eomplained of his neceſſities, and excuſed 

him ſelf for ſuffering my bill to be proteſted, 
on the ground of his having no other means 
to prevent his being arreſted, according to 
the cuſtom of Leipſic. This letter was ac- 
companied with bills on Augſburg for three 


thouſand n ben eee 


bim by my eredit. * 
I heſe bills no one ee la Aug. 
Tags Semler had neither property nor cre- 
dir; and from! Leipſic I was. cautioned 
cz "again his being about to become a bank · 
rupt. 1 was already three thouſand; Horins 
in advance, had nat received. the remitrance | 
which he had  folemaly promiſed, and was 
= forced therefore to e * laſt * at 
1 Paris, and return them, | 


ö * 
* 1 * * 


/, Quitting the rent of F. rance, 1 re · 
et ita Vienna, Where. I, found Semler, | 
who bad now run away from Leipſic. He | 
had the impudence to call on me, and to 
* wks faves he is 8 for Wlan 
. 8 I rhrathed 


(2 

1 thraſhed him out of doors, a8 I wquld any 
other knave. Buſineſs. calling me into Hun- 
gary, he curried favour with ** . 
and took care to greaſe his fiſt. N 
In my abſence they boldly got two FOR co 


— 


change drawn by Semler, that I had ac- 
cepted, but returned, and would have 1 | 
with Semler's bills. Bagh 
My counſel treacherouſly oak OY i 
gion Semler* 8 letters and original bills, and ; 


cheats. Immediately. notice was given to 


Semler gave him three hundred floring, to 
 fay. that he had already paid the money to 


late. The buſineſs was actually finiſhed | 


body liſtened ro me, the cauſe was decided, 


proceed 


I by * bat 
$i} . . 


I, being nonſuited, was condemned to pay* . 
two thouſand four hundred florins to public 


4 


* 
8 
. 
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n ry * 
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my farmer, with ſtoppage of my rents: and | 4 


him, that it might not be in my power to 3 
have recourſe to juſtice afreſh, and any far-" i 
ther inveſtigation of the affair, might be too 


— 2 {Rogen 


Saxon merchaats to fue me for letters of en- 


— ay — IE 


before I returned from Hungary; when no-: 


and my money was loſt without reſource. - 
. Jus. manner holders of bills in Auſtria A | 
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7 ode againſt a landed member of tke 
ſtares. I could not run away with my 
eſtates, of courſe there was no danger i in de- 
lay: the ſentence, however, was put into 
execution; I ' muſt pay; and my only re- 
A 1 lay againſt a foreign vagabond, from 
"whom 1 had nothing a 
I was not once permitted to inſpect the 
bills for which I was ſued, in order to recog- 
niſe them; of courſe they may poſſibly have 
been forged. I offered to depoſit bills of | 
Semler's for three thouſand florins to anſwer 
"BP 3 but they were not accept. 
Nay more. If a man, having a wife and 
eight children to maintain, actually becomes 
a hankrupt, only half or a third of his mcome 
is ſequeſtered. From me, on the contrary, 
the whole was taken, notwithſtanding 'my 
wife had two years before been put in legal 
poſſeſſion of my eſtates by myſelf, and con- 
firmed in it by the proper court. Such a 
1 proceeding ſurely proves that I was 8 
hy rancour and injuſtice. = 8 
Through the dishoneſt actions 1 lee res 
laced, 1 and my family were” broughr'to\ex- | 
11 | perience 


„ 
perience want, whilſt impoſtors, lawyers, 
and knaves were enriched, and there was no 
door open to redreſs. Were I now to prove 
that I was never indebted to Semler a ſingle 
groat, but that he had ſwindled me out of 
five thouſand florins at leaft, the judges at 
Vienna moſt undoubtedly would not repay | 
me one farthing of that money, with which 
they ſuffered a vagabond to go off without 
giving the leaſt ſecurity. To whom ſhall I ! 
now prefer my complaint? The money is 
gone out of the country. I am inclined to 
think that I merited from the courts of 
Juſtice at Vienna ſo much regard at leaſt, 
as to have had the money ſtopped, till, __— 

Semler had paid the bills 1 had in wy. 1 
hands. | a 

In the mean time the ns cant 
whom with a true German heart I had aſfiſtedy.. | 
laughed in his fleeve, and praiſed the ſpeedy 
| Juſtice of Vienna to a Saxon cheat, who knew: 
how to manage affairs in its courts. But woe 
betide him if ever he falls in my way! I will 
at leaſt compel him to confeſs by what ini- > 
owe means he defrauded” me of my 
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money at Vienna, and who ſuffered them- 
1 to be corrupted by him. 


I will venture to declare, upon my honour, 
* emperor, and to the whole world, that 
for ſix· and- twenty years I have not enjoyed 
a ſingle penny of my penſion, or of the in- 


tome of my property: all has been ſwal- 


lowed up by law⸗ ſuits, chicane, and injuſtice. 


This certainly juſtifies me in declaring the | 
| an abode where I can utter it without the 


leaſt circumlocution. FE orty years and up- 


Wards of my life I have ſacrificed in Auſtria, 
and have maintained myſelf and family by 
the employment of my pen, by the exerciſe | 
of my talents. Ingratitude has been my te- 
ward: contempt has been my revenge. 


Aſſutedly I was deſtined from eternity to 


| be a ſtranger to quiet on earth; even the laſt 


ſcenes of my life, therefore, cannot be peace- 


| "ful. From the track 1 have choſen I will 


not deviate to obtain it; and, proud of this 
noble and firm reſolution, I dare brane: all | 


] dangers, all perſecutions. 


cv en Joſeph ſwayed the ſeeprre, my path ; 


75 br 


* highly perilous, and * part I REO" 5 
required a maſter. Suffice it, that for him 
I laboured much, I did much: for me he did 


nothing; he promiſed great things, indeed, 2 


but he kept not his promiſes. No reaſon have 
I to lament his death. Leopold aſcended che 


throne, and a new era of my hiſtory followed, 


Neyer were my proſpects fo favourable, ſo Þ 
brilliant; never was [ engaged in more ar 1 
duous enterprizes, and expoſed to greater 
dangers; never more grievous to me Was che 
termination ch ar. fn in. , ER" 
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S⸗carcely was the brow. of Leopold eneir- 


| cled by the Roman diadem, when I haſtened 

do his preſence. At my firſt audience of him 
he took me by the hand, and ſaid, 5 

J .« My oar Trenck, I am happy to * Y 

e you ſtill alive. Your hiſtory has affected | 
6 much; ; and it is a diſgrace to Vienna 
oF that. it was made public. — ſaid what at | 

55 ſuch a favourable opportunity a man af my 
ſtamp would ſay. Never had 1 heard ſigh, 
G 3 expreſſ ons, ſuch tokens. of n= 
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noble ſentiments, iſſue from the mouth of a 


monarch. MV whole ſoul was roufed from 
that hatred of princes, which ĩt had embraced, 
not without ſufficient motive: my love, my 


confidence for Leopold ſwelled with enthuſi- 


aſm: flattering hopes of juſtice aroſe ; and l 


®refolved to ſpend my laſt days in his ſervice, 


£1 


To or three times a week at leaſt 1 went 
to him, without ever being ſent away ; found 

myſelf treated with confidence and eſteem ; 
was conſulted on the moſt important ſubjects; 
and received ſo many commiſſions for various 
employments of my pen, that [ often wrote 
for him all night, and carried him the next 


day what he did not expect to have been finiſh- 
eld in a week. My zeal in his ſervice pleaſed, 
aànd he promiſed me all that an honeſt, injured 
man, hitherto kept unemployed, could expect 


from a juſt, ET," n eee mo- 
narch. 


All the leeches of the ſtate, 5 blood ſuck- 


ers of the people, the ſwarms of juridical and 
court drones, who are accuſtomed to oppreſs 
the labouring bees, were alarmed, foreboding 
no good to themſelves,” when ſuch an one as 
1 found free acceſs to a gocd prince. 1 
3 | balling F 


ts 283 5 
balling now began, ſince Trevianh © fre- 


powers, too, who wiſhed no dawn of reaſon 
to illumine the horiſon of Vienna, were atten- 
tive. The convention of Reichenbach fol- 
| lowed; and, as I ſhall relate more fully below, 


the opportunity to depict me to the worthieſt 
of peaceful kings, in colours far different from 
the true. From that period all united to 
watch my ſteps, and lay pitfalls in my way. 
In a converſation with the entperor, on the 
ſituation of his dominions at that time, when 
a general fermentation had taken place, he 
ſaid to me: Trenek, I know you have 
many friends in Hungary, and are ac- 
e quainted with all the malcontents, as you 


* What if you were to go to Buda, at the 
te approaching aſſembly of the diet, as a pri- | 
© vate perſon, employ your pen, and 9 = 
«your talents for me? ©; 566, 
I0o do this I was ready with e IE 
ſched permiſſion to lay all my manuſcripts 
"reve his majeſty, for his orion. before weary 


Ps 


quently ſeen at court. The ſpies of foreign © | 


certain people of Berlin availed themſelves of 1 


© have yourſelf reaſon to be diſcontented: 4 


: : 


* 
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vete publiſhed; as I am accuſtomed to utter 
the plain truth, and had ſufficient reaſon to 


expect, that enough would be ready 20 aſcribe 
to me intentions which I did not entertain. 
This was granted me with the moſt = 
aſſurances of protection. 

The firſt piece 1 publiſhed was Trendt's | 


Jrft Leiter to all boneft Hungarians. 


It is too long to inſert here, and | mall! re- 
print it in my monthly publications. I may 
obſerve, however, that it produced an aſto · 
niſhing effect at the diet, and is the more re- 
mafkable for having the approbation of a 


monarch, though written againſt deſpotiſm. 


I carried the manuſcript to the emperor. 
ho a few days he returned it to me, and ſaid: 
Thus ſhould all honeſt men write. Make 
« hafte to Sade. and get it printed as faſt 
as poſſible. This is juſt the proper time 
ee for it.” | 

I aſked, —© Has your majeſty affixed an 
« * imprimatur to it? — He heſitated and an- 
ſwered, . The preſs licence is now fo free, 


ec that forcly no Geſtion can be made to ſuch 


ce A patriotic paper.. Certainly:“ was my 
F . 1 | reply. 1 


1% , 
reply. Bot che inſpector gives alt my writ- | 
ings to the council of ſtate. _ 
| end to the H nga arian 

and neither will Permit nn 60 interfere: ina 
| buſineſs of ſuch importance The emperor 
then ordered me to give the e | 
ſelf to baren von Switen, preſident of che in- 


ppectors, and tell him that I was ſent by hs 


majeſty. This I did. I waited a fortnigit 


for the determination, Nothing was done. 


This ſingular conduct I mentioned to the em 
peror. He told me to wait with patience. 


On the twenty-third day my manuſcript was 


returned, with a non admiltitur, — “ not per- 
ce mitted.” One whole page had been filled 


with remarks and interlineations, which were 


carefully eraſed : a proof that I had not beer 


miſtaken. This occurrence taught me too 


that I had a powerful enemy in. che council” | 


of ſtare, vo would endeavour to ruin all m 


credit with the emperor. [2200 
He was aſtoniſhed when] REPORT out and 

| explained to him PEI nao onn I had 

experienced; and aſked me whether I © 
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„ 
* comme to r me was this queſtion from my ſo- 


vereignal Igoyfully anſwered, © Ves; after 
which I had ong and ſerious conference 
with him.” That very day I departed for 
Buda, gave my. manuſcript to the printer, 


and the fourth day after my arrival the letter 
was in every bookſeller's ſhop. Its ſtyle was 
forcible, and I was univerſally commended. 
I was overwhelmed with praiſe. My con- 
Verſation did not bely my letter. In it 1 
maintained the ſame prineiples, backing n 


by the moſt powerful arguments. 

The biſhops now firſt began to take the 
geld againſt me. In the diet they had made 
the grand motions: Hungary has no need of a 


king of the bouſe of Auſtria ; Joſeph never ful- 
lied bis duties as king of Hungary. He never 


permitted himſelf to be crowned ; he trod 


under foot the fundamental laws of the realm, 
and conſequently broke through his engage 


ments. He ſhould therefore be ſtruck out 
of the liſt of kings. His conduct has annul- 


led the compact, and right of ſucceſſion : of 


courſe, Leopold has no hereditary claim to 
the crown, and the right of a free elec- 


tion again reverts to the people. On this 


” 5 
» 
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* 
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all exclaimed: © We will have a prieſtly go- 
cc vernment, as in the time of Moſes and St. 
70 Stephen.“ They who were of the ſame 
party as myſelf ſmiled, but were in the end i 
triumphant. | 
The biſhop of bg the moſt Ps Show 
man in the kingdom, who, with a wicked 


fanatical heart, poſſeſſed an income of three 


hundred thouſand florins a year Nh: and had” 


brought with him in his private coffer a hi 
dred thouſand. ducats for the purpoſes of 
bribery and corruption, was the ſoul of 4 
plot. He had before publiſhed a book, in 
which it was maintained, that Hungary would f 
never proſper under the houſe of Auſtria,. ba 
He, the cardinal, and other: biſhops like 


himſelf, had diſperſed gratis throughout the f : 1 


country ſeveral thouſand copies of this wog, 


N > 


and the magiſtrates of the city actually mn 


cenſed it, and permitted its ſale. 
„In this poſture of affairs I arrived at Buda, 5 | 
and effected wonders. Within a fortnight I | 
had brought the whole ſyſtem of the prieſt- 
hood eee to the aun 
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Taught by the arguments 1 laid before 


them, the magnates, who were juſtly diſſa- 
tisfied with the ordinances of Joſeph, altered 
their opinions, and aſſumed confidence | in 


j Leopold, whom I deſcribed to them as a 


gentle, noble-minded prince, far from def po- 


tic, and a friend to the national liberties of 
Hungary. This was particularly ſtrength- 
. Feed, by my affirming, on my honour, that 


"le emperor had read in manuſcript, and ap- 


oed, my Letter and The Prieft Unmaſked, 
A Which it was maintained, that the freedom 
the Hungarians ſhould not be violated by 


theexercion of arbitrary power. 


* now brought forward a pamphlet, which 
2 exaſperated the ſwarm of priefts ſo highly, 
E tar. had the whole hive about my ears; 


aſſuredly I ſhould have completed Its 


f F. ſ@tirution, had the emperor left my hands 


at full liberty. It is too remarkable not to 

dleſerve a place here; I ſhall ſubjoin ir there- 

fore at the end of the volume *, 1 0 
. T his 


„As this bitter okilipplc cri the WY ION 


titled, « The Balance of Power between the Prince and 


the 


— 
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This was followed by a ſupplement, 788 

long to be inſerted here. Both theſe I tranf- 

lated into Latin, and a friend of mine into 

the Hungarian language: thus twelve thou- 

ſand copies were put into the hands of the 
people, and met with general approbation. 
To follow up the ſtroke, and not ſuffer the q 
impreſſion I had made to wear out, I imme 4 +#Y k 
diately print ed | | :V cm 2 4 Z 3 1 
v0 The Pries Unmaſted; =” an 
* 1 dicuibuted publicly, and fine 11 
the bookſellers for ſale; ſteps which it WW . 
no one's power to prevent. The monte 
vomited their gall and venom! againſt . | 
but in van; the deadly blow was given £ d 
they, who had hitherto been werſhipped a 1 
ou: gods hs e. and 1 . 5 | ; | 


the Claws. is particularly 5 — 9 
of the church of Rome, and their conduct in Hun- & 9 
gary; whilſt no one part of it could apply to the 
members of our eſtabliſhed church, all of whomy tb 4 
man, are ſworn foes to intolerance, and zealous pros 
moters of peace and quiet, and brotherly love ;—We 


preſume our readers will f us for not of nating 
| it, 1 | | wp *. . 


vol. III. 858 ſure, | 


"( 9 

fore, beheld their power annihilated, and 
themſelves deſpiſed. The proteſtants began 
to lift up their heads, ſpoke boldly, and 
found no oppoſition. For myſelf I had 
poniard or poiſon to fear every moment, yet 
boldly braved every peril. Several anony- 
mous letters I received, warning me not to 
accept invitations to the tables of ſuch mag- 
25 gates, from whom there was reaſon. to ap- 
'Y wehend attempts on my life. I went, how- 
ver, uvndaunted; but took care to be on my 
guard. No one had courage to execute ſuch 
adeed, as L had ſo many partiſans, that i it muſt 

have been followed by a fearful vengeance. 
At the table of count C, indeed, the at- 
tempt was actually made; but fruſtrated by the 
caution of my truſty and well-informed ſervant, 
to whom at the ſide-board they would poſi- 

1 a tively fill out of a particular bottle of wine. 
On the bridge of boats, too, where I pur- 
hits walked every evening, to ſhow that 
I feared nothing, aſſaſſins were planted, to 
throw me into the Danube. Had it been 
dons, report would have been ſpread that 
1 had flung myſelf in from contrition or 
deſpair, 
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deſpair. But they were afraid to attack me. 
Indeed I was always well armed, and took 

care to have friends at hand. [1 

One count Amade, a fanatic, who was in 
the pay of the biſhop of Erlau, took the liberty 
to cavil with me. met with him in reſpect- 
able company, otherwiſe he ſhould have felt 


that cudgel with which I was. always pre- 


pared for him and his conſorts; as ſwords” 


and piſtols are unknown to ſuch gentlemen” 


in Hungary. He was very quiet, however 
and no one ventured openly to inſult me.. 


At length the matter was wrought to ſuch” | 
a pitch, that the pandours came to me, and 


offered me their aſſiſtance, if 1 wiſhed to 
throw all the biſhops in the diet out of the 


window. I preached peace, patience, | and 


quietneſs, and haſtened poſt to TOY to 
receive further orders from the monarch. 


[Immediately on my arrival I had a prix" * 


vate audience, and the firſt words were: 


FTrenck, there are complaints of you al ; 
ce ready made to me, but Jam not irr itated ö | 
e againſt you. You go too violently to 


work: you throw your ſtick at the birds. 
© 2 TY You 


RY 
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Tou are in extreme danger.—Ir is poſi- 
< tively! required that I ſhould recall you 
«from Hungary, and cannot publicly afford 
you protection. I Yau are not ignorant of 


„ clerical vengeance.” 


J aſked him :—* Is your majefty dit 
pleaſed with my writings or conduct in 
Hungary? — No:“ was the anſwer. 
On the contrary, I am indebted to * for 
chem; but I dare not protect you.?——* If 
< fo, I fear nothing,” replied I, */and 1 will 
* cheerfully return.“ —< Only be more mo- 
e derate, n 29. were ne laſt | 
words. | 
Again I haſtened to Buda, and wrote in 
all thirteen pamphlets, during the ſitting of 


205 


the diet. The monks applied to the ſopreme 


military court, in which they found a way to 


make friends, The general-commandant 
Buarco, who had formerly ſerved as captain 
with me in the regiment of Cordova cuiraſ- 
ſiers, ſent for me, and ſaid that he had re- 
ceived commands from the above- mentioned 
court, to adviſe me, as a friend, not to write 
| ; any” more in * My anſwer” was 
= 9 literally : 


C 
literally : * An honourable counſellor of the 


military court knows, that the uniform of a 


ſoldier does not write. In Hungary I write 
as a citizen, as .a philoſopher, as Trenck; 


who has in view the recovery of fome mil- 


lions of property for his children: and in this 
character I acknowledge no ſuperior, Weg 
God, the privileges of Hungary, and ee 
This anſwer was ſatisfactory. s 
Nov breathing revenge and Pay che clay 
applied to the artful cardinal Migazzi at Vi- 


enna. He procured, from the inſpectors ot. 
the preſs, the condemnation of my writings 
reſpecting the affairs of Hungary, to be con- 


fiſcated and burnt; and he had the madneſs 
to preſcribe laws to the Hungarian nation, 
_ without knowing the privileges of the diet 
The matter was at preſent ſo manage, 
hu the town-council took the inconſiderate 
ſtep of permitting the publication of a re- 
ſcript, under the name of the emperor, to 
the general commandant, enjoining, that I 


* 
x 
ho of 


- ſhould be ordered to ceaſe writing, and ſup- 


Preſs, or deliver to him, all the remaining 
* e my N „ noir; rates 
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Io this I anſwered in print, “ that I alone 


knew why I publiſhed the truth in Hungary. 


It was falſe that the emperor had iſſued, or 


-could iſſue, ſuch an injunction. That no man 
had a right to forbid the proteſtants to under- 


take their defence at the diet; and I would 
boldly engage their enemies at their head. 
t That the rown-council and preſs- -licenfing 


office of Buda had permitted the printing of 


two infamous books againſt the monarch, 
which maintained, that Hungary would 


never flouriſh under the government of an 
Auſtrian prince. Of theſe books, which I 


named, the biſhops had ſpread abroad ſeve- 


ral thouſand re to excite a revolt againſt 
the emperor.” 9 


To this I added, « that I would never ſub- 


| mit my writings to a magiſtracy that allowed 
ſuch publications, or to inſpectors of the preſs 
who licenſed and promoted their ſale; and 
deſpiſed their commands. However, as 
through the power they had in their hands 
they had diſgraced the laws of the diet of 
Hungary, and had forbidden their bookſellers 


and townſmen to vend works bearing the 


. name 


name of Trenck, I gave notice, that thence- 
forward they ſnould be publicly dictril ured, 
and ſold at my houſe by my ſervants.” + 1 : 
This was actually done, and Se in 
to the end of the diet, without any moleſta - 
tion, as my reſources were dreaded. 
At length, on the 17th of Nasen : 
1790, the coronation took place at Preſburg. ' 
] was preſent, and all Hungary ſaw me ad- 
mitted to a'private audience of the ſovereign, 
the day before the coronation. - It was evi- 
dent, therefore, that neither my writings nor > 
my conduct had brought me into diſgrace. 
I wrote on this occaſion a coronation ode, in 
which I expreſſed the ardour of my feelings, 
and the happy proſpects I formed for Hun- 
gary from the government of. Leopold. 
On che day of the coronation, :cardinal 
count, Bathiany gave a grand entertainment, 
with fire-works and a ball, in all imaginable 
ſplendour. The whole court was preſent. 1 
was raſh enough to be there, and, with ſome 
reſpectable friends, to diſtribute to all the 
biſhops and magnates, in preſence of the 0 
. a prayer I had compoſed on the 
0A. on 
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principles of the epiſcopal oath “ . The car- 
dinal himſelf received a copy. A bolder 
ſtep is not eaſy to be conceived. I did not 
quit the company till it broke up. The 
gang of monks viewed me with a fanatic 

ſcowl; the majority gave me ſmiles of ap- 
probation; and the monarch himſelf ſpoke 
a few words to me in à friendly manner. 
This enraged them the more. 

Thus crowned with fame and honour, did 
5 at the termination of this remarkable 
diet, at which the reprobated claims of the 
worthy king Leopold were triumphant, and 
the proteſtants obtained privileges which they 

could never have expected in Hungary. I 
ventured to break the ice. My reputation of 
having laboured for the general weal alone 
will never be deſtroyed in Hungary; but 
+ The catholic biſhops of Hungary take a peculiar 
path, to which, if they be true, they muſt at all times 
be ready. to ſacrifice their king, their country, and 
the rights and liberties of their fellow-citizens'to the 


arbitrary dictates of a foreign potentate, and to 
1 on the laws at the will 8 the pope. | 


whilſt. 


with the overweening 0 1 of: the nale, 
who want neither power nor «inclination to 
treat all other claſſes of men as ſlaves, they 
will moſt aſſuredly remain my implacable 
enemies, as I firſt lighted the torch that diſ- 
played to the whole kingdom their deſigns, 
to which the W Nr Nn n 9 
obſtacle. 1 WAL 
Alt this diet I eight e ene have 
obtained the reſtoration of the large eſtates . 
T had loſt in Hungary, producing an annual £ 
income of two hundred and ſeventy thouſand 
florins“, would I have joined the party of 
the nobles and prieſts, written in their behalf, 
and exerted myſelf againſt the king and the | ⁶ 
proteſtants. But I was firm in the cauſe of 3 
Leopold and the public, regarded not my AJ 
o private intereſt,” and abode true to my 
character of prefering the dictates of reQtitude 
to every other conſideration. The ſubſequent 
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-unrewarded, and loſt by my probity all I 
might have gained by a different conduct. 
The emperor himſelf was ſo circumſtanced, 
that he could not openly protect me, and 
death took him off before he could effectuate 
his promiſes. Thus does fate ſport with 
thoſe. who rely on man, and ſeek fortune 
through virtue and the fulfillment of the ſocial 
duties. My lot is that of all reformers, and 
in the grave I ſhall be deaf to the grateful 
_— and bleſſings of poſterity. / a 
I now left Hungary, and returned to Vi- | 
> oY where I employed myſelf in various 
other writings for the emperor, poſſeſſed his 
confidence, and was promiſed by him, that, at 
the next diet and the diſtribution of the royal 
revenue in the Bannat, 1 ſhould be repaid all 
that the treaſury had actually received in 
ready money from the ſale of the Trenck 
eſtates. The ſum indeed would not have 
amounted to two hundred thouſand florins : 
but with it I ſhould readily have been fatis- 
fied, and had ſufficient reaſon to conſider my- 
{elf ſecure of receiving this at leaſt. . 
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As to what farther concerned the poſſeſſion 


of my Sclavonian eſtates, I was free to com- 


mence a ſuit with the holders of them, and 
carry it on according to the * of * 
country. a 

More than this pemmiſlon l 1 gever defired 


from the court, which: had already annulled 
the arbitrary decree of Thereſa, ſo injurious 


to me and my children, and the diſgraceful 
act of her chancellor of the exchequer. 
I now quietly awaited a better fate, and 


my reward from a juſt emperor, whe was 
thoroughly acquainted with me, and with 
my ſentiments, and had received 3 of ; 


my capability of ſerving him, though 
locks were ſilvered with age. 


For a time I remained at peace in hs 
midſt of my family at Zwerbach, though I. 
too plainly perceived, that the fanatics in the 
courts at Vienna ceaſed not to perſecute me 


as a heretic, and watched every occaſion ro 


hunt me to death, or to baniſnn me from 
court, that I might not have it in my power 
to diſcloſe to the monarch their iniquitous 
„ Neither was attention wanting 

| 0 6 - SM 
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in the council of ſtate, where; as in all courts 
of quſtice, ſelf-intereſt! is ever on the watch 
iagainſt men, who ſee things as they are, and 
ſpeak of them before the throne with freedom. 


They knew, too, the weak ſide of Leopold, 
and let flip no favourable opportunity. 
In June 1791 J went to Buda, to ſettle with 
the bookſellers, and to purchaſe fome wine. 
I remained there only ten days, during which 
I took up my abode on the caſtle-hill, at the 
houſe of the keeper of the archives, von Ko- 
wWarenzitſch, a learned antiquarian, eſteemed 
for his probity by the whole nation. Imme- 
diately the hatred of the monks attacked this 
blameleſs man; enemies were ſtirred up a- 
gainſt him; and a report was propagated, that 
I had prevailed on him to ſearch the archives 
for the family writings of Trenck. Had this 


been done, it would have been no more than 


juſtice: but, to the diſgrace of the law of the 
exchequer in Hungary, I muſt here make 
known, that che keeper of the archives is 
ſworn to keep ſecret all documents relative 
to family rights, and capable of being detri- 
b to the treaſury. They can onby be 
= » „ _ ſearched 


* 


ſearched by order of a judge of the court, and 
the report can be delivered only to him. In 


tha: way of all private individuals who make 


this equitable demand every obſtacle is to be 
thrown, and the keeper muſt deny every 
thing he can. It is to be obſerved too, in my 
caſe, that the chancellor of the exchequer, 
count Graſſalkowitz, who was omnipotent in 
the time of Thereſa, and who deprived me of 
all my eſtates in contempt of the fundamental 
laws of Hunga y, withdrew, from the archives 
every thing that could injure his | heirs. and 
friends, or betray his villanies, whereby he 
had reduced many families to poverty. 


- The true hiſtory of the buſineſs was as fl. 


God knows, but from a friend in the. town 
council, that the emperor had ſent a private 
order, to ſearch the archives far all papers 


relative to the Trenck eſtates, and remit them 


into his own hands. This proves his good 
intention, for he had promiſed to repay me 
what the treaſury had received from the/fale 


of them, as he would not ſuffer it to be coœee 1 
minated with een w_ Unqueſtianably = 
Sc . us: = 
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n 
the preſent poſſeſſor of my property got ſcent 
of this, and employed every poſſible artifice 

to prevent his ejection, as he muſt imagine 
that the emperor would never confirm pro- 
ceedings contrary to the laws of Hungary. 
Thus, ignorant of the ſource. of my intel- 
ligence, they ſuſpected the worthy keeper of 
the archives, who kept in the profoundeſt ſe- 
creſy from me the emperor's commands. 
The biſhops reported beſides, that I had 
made him a convert to the deteſtable age 
A mm ˙o;wvʒmBͤͤ ̃ T 
Ho the affair . 1 haves never 
| Hoa able to diſcover. Thus much, however, 
I know,—the emperor actually received the 
documents; they were by him delivered to 
be examined, and reported, to the Hungarian 
ohancery at Vienna; which purpoſely gave the 
commiſſion to the vice · preſident, count Mail- 
lat. The count is the ſtepfather of baron Schan- 
dor, the very perſon that has in poſſeſſion two 
of my chief lordſhips, avital eſtates, of which I 
could never have been deprived according to 
Aua, and producing him a yearly income of 
Aer thouſand florins*. The report he 
a . 875. 
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'made may eaſily be conjeQured, ſince nothing 
aroſe from it to my benefit. What follows 
evidently indicates the trick . on d 
occaſion. woe 0 a 5 
An unmarried brother of Schandor, and 
poſſeſſor of half theſe eſtates, had been eight- 
een years in the gaol of Rufstein, where he 
was condemned to perpetual impriſonment, 
for having firſt raviſhed and afterwards poiſon- 
ed two ſiſters, and committed other murders. 
If he died in priſon, his poſſeſſions, he having 
no children, would eſcheat to the crown. By 
the laws of Hungary, I, as original owner, 
ſhould have had a prior claim. As foon as =_ 
the emperor demanded the Trenck Papers "i 
| from the archives, his powerful relations fore- 3 
ſaw the conſequences, and procured a pardon 
for the murderer. Immediately on this he 


married, and obtained the protection of the 


nobles ;—conſequently my expectation was _ 


fruſtrated. This is the courſe of affairs on * i 
our earth, which 1s, notwithitanding, the N 


of all poſſible worlds. 


Having finiſhed my buſineſs, I 2 - 


with ſpeed to Vienna. Here, however, 1 
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muſt introduce a circumſtance connected 
with what follows, and a rein of prieſtly 
malice. 8 
At Buda I dined with general von Barco, 
then commandant at that place; and who had 
been formerly my comrade as captain of horſe 
in the regiment of Cordova. He is well 
known to be a ſelfiſh man, and a friend of 
the biſhop of Erlan, who ſpares no money to 
attain the accompliſhment of his fanatical pur- | 
poſes. After dinner he gave me an invitation 
for the next day. I excuſed myſelf, however, 
as I was obliged to go to Fuered, to receive 
ſome money from a Mr. von Mariaſy, who 
Was uſing the waters there for his health. Re- 
turning home, however, I met Mr. von Ma- 
riaſy on his way to Peſt; and of courſe my 
journey to Fuered did not take place. Three 
days after I called on the general. He ſaid 
to me. Whar are you returned already?“ 
—1 anſwered; © I have not been, as I found 
i my friend here.” Barco appeared ſur- 
priſed, and diſturbed. I obſerved it, but 
knew not the reaſon. T 25 1 e . 
learnt. 
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Mariaſy was a thorn in the biſhop! 8 fide, 
dl at this very time there was a meeting of 
ſeveral powerful nobles at the baths of Fu- 
ered, who, as I was afterwards informed, en- 
tered into a deſign to-diminiſh the immenſe 
incomes of the biſhops; with which they ac- 
tually concerted. the ſtrengthening the bands WM 
of the monarch, to relieve; the oppreſſed citi- 
zens and peaſants, and reduce, the e of 
the nobility. - 

This ſtep failed not to 1 in motion Ha 
omnipotent prieſthogd, Barco was vigilant: * 
for them, and ariſuly canyeyed information b 
to the emperor, that the purpoſes, of this « i 
meeting were inimical to his intereſts; at | 
the ſame time mentioning me as à party 
concerned, whilſt hs ſup _ me to ** 
there. 

In the mean time Ls my journeyed. 
Viola and thence to Zwerbach; but in the 
beginning of September received a ſummons 
from count Tige, acting- preſident of the mi- 
litary court, to appear before it in perſon. 
Scarcely had I entered, when he ordered me, 
in a ory authoritative, ehe to ſign the fol · 
| lowing | 
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lowing ridiculous bond, by the en com- 
mand \ the emperor, 


Bond, literal 1 
a Whereas the annual penſion I have en- 


joyed from your majeſty's favour has been 
inſufficient to ſupply the wants of my nume- 
rous family, and l have hitherto been under 
the neceſſity of augmenting my income by 
the employment of my pen: and whereas 
your majeſty is now moſt graciouſly pleaſed 
to augment my ek to the ſum. of fifteen 
hundred florins a year“, and to. promiſe a 
penſion to my wife, if ſhe ſhould ſurvive 
me. In acknowledgment. of this great in- 


dulgence ſhown to me and my family, as well 


as in conformity to the internal conſciouſneſs 
that my former mode of gaining a liveli- 
hood by my pen is degrading ; rt, to he 

| character of an officer conferred by your moſt gra- 
cicus favour ; ſecondly, to that of a man of pro- 

; ity; 1 do voluntarily bind myſelf, after ma- 
ture deliberation, by my word as an officer, 

. and under forfeiture of my honour, fully and: 


* £. 168. 158. 
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wholly to renounce every branch of author- 
ſhip, particularly whatever relates to public 


affairs, either in this country or any other, by * 


no means to carry it on by myſelf or others, 


or to give any inſtructions in this reſpect to 


other perſons, and faithfully to deliver up to 


his excellency count von Tige, general of ca- 
valry, all eſſays, memorandums, or papers, 
now in my hands, that have the remoteſt re- 


ference thereto; to remain as long as I live 


in the dominions of his Imperial majeſty; to 
conduct myſelf peaceably ; and, to take cate 


that my family do the ſame; and that in ſuch 
a manner I, and, in cafe of my deceaſe, my 
ſurviving ſpouſe, render ourſelves; according 


to the utmoſt of our power, worthy and de- 
ſerving of that moſt gracious favour which 


we may hope for. 


In confirmation of cheſe dein e 2 

ſubſcribed my name to this inſtrument, and 
ſealed it with my ſeal, in the preſence of his 232 1 
excellency count Tige, general of cavalry, 8 
with the free aſſent, and of my own voluntary _ | ? 


choice. Vienna, the 11th of Auguſt, 1791. 


(L. S.) Frederic baron von der Trenck.” | 
nk 5 ——_ 
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The reader may gueſs what anſwer I made 
the general, ſtanding on the ſeat of judg- 
ment before 'me, after I had read this baſe 
2 inſtrument. | 
I I was'tthreatened, however, with the caſ- 

tle, if I made the leaſt heſitation. TI took up 
the pen, therefore, and wrote my name; at 
the ſame tirne declaring, that I would de- 
mand my diſmiſſion, as I would not facrifice 
my honour, my liberty, and my love of let. 
ters, for any treaſure upon earth, much lc 
tor a penfion, which I here moft freely re- 
"nounced. Appealing to the emperor, I de- 
"parted as a man molt grofsly n and 
#4 the next day went to court. 
I! muſt here anticipate a little my , © 


relate the ſubſtance of what 1 ſaid ar large 


to the council of war in a deciſive tone, and 

the true Trenck ſtyle, when I demanded 

back my bond, into which I had been forced 

to enter againſt my will. 1 888 nearly as. 
nsr ä 133 

never can, or will believe, that the de- 

by ö 5 expreſſions, and the requiſition 

* * contained in that ruin, could accord 

5 cc with 
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© with the commands of a monarch, who is 
* the tutelary deity of ſcience, who read and 
ve approved in manuſcript, before it was print- 
te ed, what I wrote on the affairs of Hun- 


e gary, and for whom I had freely encoun- 


< tered a thouſand perils. Can ĩt poſſibly be 


« unbecoming a ſoldier to rank in the learn? 
* ed world, as I have done? My pem has 


« procured me approbation and) celebrity» 
throughout Europe, an honour that'T-would? 


© not exchange for the title of a field- mar-? 
„hal. What I have gained by my owns © 
ce talents will remain eternally mine. Ti- 


*'tles are ſeldom the rewards of merit on 


good conduct. None then but an enemy 


© to truth, virtue, and ſcience, none but ſome 


ce ignorant member of the military court, 
* could' have drawn up ſuch. a ſcandalous: 


« and injurious inſtrument. The ſtyle: and 


C orthography ſufficiently denote the author. 


« ] was convinced that my enemies had cons) 


« ſtructed it as a pit - fall for me, as the event 


cc completely 0 proved 3 for on my viſiting 


*« Hungary, ten days after I had ſigned it; 1 
&< was immediately arreſted, on pretext f \|f 


7M _— broken it, though in it is 1 
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ee ſaid that I would not travel out of the 
« emperor's hereditary dominions wirhout 
« permiſſion.” | 

T bus the diſgrace muſt fall Wee on my 
enemies. I demanded the bond; for to keep 
it was totally againſt my will; and out of the 
Auſtrian territories. I could frequently get 
more in a week by my pen. than the whole 
yearly amount of my penſion. My zeal, too, 
for ſerving the houſe of Auſtria, was cooled, 
by having laboured three and forty years in 
vain, ſtill hoping reward that I never receiv- 
ed. That the future would be as the paſt [_ 


bad reaſon to conclude, fince my enemies at 


Vienna were too powerful to admit other ex- 
2 pectations and my own maintenance, and 
my duties as a parent, demanded from me a 
manly reſolve. I would repair therefore to 
the monarch, to obtain an explanation of this 
proceeding, for which I could not account; 


or to ſolicit my diſcharge, as I wiſhed now 


to ſeek quiet in my old age, and withdraw 
myſelf altogether from the liſts. But, alas! 
all remained unanſwered. nt 
I vent immediately to a emperor, and> 
1 nd him in a ſerious mood. His paternal 

: | heart 


C 1 N 


* 2 


heart was affected at my tale; ; for ſpoke as. 
an injured man in my ſituation had a right 
to ſpeak. He was particularly aſtoniſhed 
when I recited to him the diſgraceful con- 
tents of the inſtrument ; - ſtill more, when he 
heard the threats of general Tige, by which, 
I was compelled to ſign it; and aſſured me, 


that he had never ordered ſuch a procedure, Fol 


or {uch expreſſions _ pens 
On my now reminding him of his pro- | 
miſe ; on my expoſing to him, that 1 had, 
done nothing without his conſent, and had. 
written for his intereſts alone, to the ſacri- 
fice of my own ;: and adding, that the bond- 5 
I was conſtrained to enter into fruſtrated all | 
my purpoſes, and announced to me his ma- 
jeſty's diſpleaſure and contempt; with a mild > 
look he anſwered me in the ae * 
markable terms: 
e Ves, my 5 Trenck, all chat you Ag. 
* and wrote laſt year in Hungary. is com- 


e mendable, merits a reward, and I will not 
te forget it. I told you, however, that you, ' if 


e ſhould not make me a party in the affair, 


* for I could not protect you, and you muſt, 


te extricate yourſelf from the ſnare. But 
. Es SS cc 
in 
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ce in your laſt journey in July you acted a 
e part very different from the former; as the 
«-orand rendezvous with my bittereſt ene- 
*© mies at Fuered, where you were the active 
te perfon, is well known to me; as this meet- 
« ing, ſo dangerous to me and my people, 
es came to my knowledge through ſuch per- 
« ſons; nay, through the town- council and 
te the general · commandant. I have already 
e diſtniſſed one Lany and one Kowaczitſch 
« ffor their places, and commanded them 
. to write no more in Hungary.“ e 
How was 1 forpriſed at this information! 
er in my whole life had I been at Fue- 


* 62. d; my conſcience was clear; I ſaw inſtantly 
By that it was a ſtroke of monkiſh. rancour, 


which, by means of bribery, artifice, or fa- 
naticiſm, had incited general Bareo to this 

falſe denunciation. . 

x anſwered, therefore; in + -m tone: 

Site, you are deceived; my actions ny 
«for me; T never was at Fuered; the in- 
cc formation is a trick of the clergy, to ren- 
r der me ſuſpected. If a lingle individual 
be juſtly caſhiered through my means, let 
te die by the hands of the hangman, as a 
{bs e rebel 


69 
8 rebel and a traitor. 'Your majeſty i is juſt: 


© to its juſtice I appeal, and demand neither | 
«favour nor clemency;? |» dete; 

The humane and magnanimous monarch 
was wholly diſconcerted. He was certainly 
convinced of the goodneſs of my cauſe, yet 


durſt not form a reſolution accordingly ; my 


accuſers were too e Hi anſwer, 5 


therefore, Wr 254-50 i 
c Make — af Tienck: 1 am not 


c irritated againſt you: I know that you are 

«© an honeſt man: but my ears are continu- 
ce ally aſſailed on your account; you have 

* too highly” offended the o clergy, r 1 haue 5 


obs Fe The e to- i 
muſt go to Prague, on account of the c- 


ronation: take care of yburſeſf, that no 
(ec malicious trick be played You : in my ab- 


e ſence, and, en _ e eſtate till 1 8 
mg retunn. H 1115 tj 


2 


The converſation deed a long time; * 


I ſaid a great deal; and the emperor ap- 


peared to me to be wavering, and be, 
his head ſtuffed with falſe informations. 


La Ag had I quitted him, whim Per 


ks YOL, ur. P 
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poſt, and proceeded to Buda, to obtain on 
the ſpot more accurate information of the 
machinations of my enemies, intending 
thence to follow him to AIDE and openly 
demand ſatisfaction. 
My arrival at Buda excited great atten- 

n. Immediately I called on Von Lany, 
the ſecretary to the town-council, and aſked 
him if he had been. caſhicres?.. He an- 
ſwered me, © Ves. * 
As he had loathe; 8 that te was 
" Snidied by the emperor's command, for 
having been concerned in the meeting at 


Futred, he attempted his culpation, which he 


perfectly accompliſhed; for he had never 
been at Fuered, _—_ more than I; and his 
_ -falſeaccuſer, — ——, could prove nothing, 
obut was forced to confefs that he had been 
deceived; ſo his ſuperiors found that he had 


| been innocently calumniated, reported his 
caſe, prevented his diſmiſſion, and obtained 
orders to indemnity him, by conferring on 


him a better place the firſt opportunity. 


A ſimilar anſwer I received from the other 
mee Thus it appears the beſt of 
monarchs had iBeve nnn, had too 

710! * | 3x! 7.40 haſtily 
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. 
haſtlly credited the information of his:courtis 
ers, and, contrary to his inclination and — 5 
lutions, had figned an arbitrary: ſentence; 
which, on nearer examination he was forced 
to W dr gti 8 
I now body ee to Aedügenn 


as 'complot, AF; . — 1 "no its 


ſources.. 12712959 


At Fuered W e was a 2.mnbdting 
of ſome noble-minded magnates. Phayihad 


concerted together to renounce; at tlie: neut 


diet, ſome of their ancient Barbarous privi- 


leges, and to impart to the king more power 2 
to emancipate the citizens and peaſants from 
their ſlaviſh chains, and promote the induſtiy 
of che people. On the other hand; firiwas 
their purpoſe to diminiſh the immenſt in 
comes and power of the biſhops, reſtrain 
their unbounded covetouſneſs and ambitionz 
and employ the ſurplus of their revenue to 
the general good of the oppreſſt® ſtateʒ 
encouraging induſtry, inſtructing the large 
body of the almoſt” ſavage people; and inv 
gorating manufactures and commerce: 


Theſe ſchemes the monks discovered. 
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Well acquainted with all my writings}, the 
aim and purpoſe of which were the ſame, 


they doubted not a ſingle moment my being 


at the bottom of the Fuered meeting. Ge- 


neral Barco, a man whoſe character is well 
known throughout Hungary, was pitched 
on by them, as the general- commandant, to 
deceive” the monarch, and repreſent the aſ- 


ſembly as framing a very dangerous plot 


againſt him, whilſt, on the contrary, it had 


His and its country's good folely in view. } 


A monk of the name of Gabclhofer, with 


the moſt artſul malice, culled: paſſages from 
my Macedonian Hero, to prove, that ſix-and- 
twenty years before I had entertaĩned deſigiis 


againſt monãrehs in general, and endeavoured 


to render them objects of diſtruſt, to the peo- 


ple. To theſe he added extracts from a book, 


in which I had ſpoken of the origin of the 


French revolution in a way to deter all peo- 
ple from copy ing it, that, taken by e 


appeared to convey a meaning totally diffe- 


rent from What they bore. When conſidered 
with the context. The devil himſelf could 


eee with more male volence. His 
115 ** We 1 eee, 


( 7 } 


concluſion from theſe was, that I ſought to 


ſtir up the people againſt the nobility and 
clergy ; and that, as my writings and conduct 


in Hungary had procured me a great many 
 partifans, particularly amongſt the proteſ- 


writing more, as being a dangerous man in 


that country; to prevent my viſiting it 


again; and to cauſe me to be nn uat- 
_— or to ſecure my perſon ©1107 


The prudent monarch knew my "els * 
ards him, and 

had read, and ſecretly approved all my writ- 
ings: yet he found himſelf neceſſitated to 
acquiefec in the information given by ne 


is true, and my ſentiments toe 


towyn- council, the powerful clergy; and a ge- 


neral-coramandant. Thus he Was induced 


to iſſoe a command to the military courtit 
a mean of ſatisfying my enemies. In this 


court a wicked fanatic preſided.” He drew - 
up the inſtrument in his own execrable ſtyle, 


which no one can miſtake, and demanded f 
me much more than his orders: expreſſed” - 
NO the biſhop's bets or m 
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ſome- conſiderable. INN aue 
not a little to this 
In the courſe of two mat I had ee 
nf intrigue by which the emperor had 
been impoſed upon, and inſtantly reſolved to 
proceed to Prague, to diſcloſe it to him. On 
my return to my inn, the ſign of the Eagle, 
at eleven in the evening, the waiter told me, 
that the commandant, field-marſhal prince 
Coburg, had ſent to deſire me to be with him 
at ten the next morning. At the ſame time I 
undi letter from a friend at Vienna, one of 
the judges of the military court, acquainting 
ine, that the court had iſſued an order to the 
general commanding at Buda to put me 
under arreſt, and ſend me to Vienna, as 1 
had gone to Hungary without eee 
Nn! to the obligation I had ſigned. 
I was not ignorant of the power and mode 
of proceeding of this court, in which one ene- 
my is ſufficient to ruin the greateſt general. 
Inſtances enough are notorious. © Counſellor 
Weber-ſentenced prince Eugene to death, 
for beating the Turks without his orders: 
and my unele Trenck, the well-known chief 


* 


* 
of the pandours, who had done ſuch ſignal 
ſervices to the ſtate, died unprotected ap the 
Spielberg, as a juſtly condemned male factor, 
becauſe he had ſecret enemies in the IP 
court, as I have inconteſtibly proved in a 
former volume of my hiſtorr. 1 
© The ſame fate had 1 to apprehend, if 1 felling * 
into the hands of theſe gentry. To Dongle I 17 
danger, therefore, I reſolved not to Bal ; "78 
prince Coburg in the morning, and ſet off 
early for Waitzen, four miles diſtant ſtom 
Buda, where I watred at a retired inn for my 
mon in order to proceed to the emperur, 
= "bs. fruſtrate all their attempt... 
There, however, I was arreſted 4 next 
day, conducted back to Buda, where, as a iſ 
delinquent, I was watched all night at the : 
guard-houfe with the moſt laughable parade, 
and in the morning: I was ſent with extra 
polt-horſes to Vienna, under the care of a 
captain of the garriſon, Mr. von Cinnique, 
who had orders not to let me c or write 
to any perſon. | 3 
It is remarkable, che 1 3 king er I 
ma as an atrocious malefactor; for, 
2 gk 1 ranked 1 in the line as a major of the 


'Þ4 imperial 


4 4 5 * 
wo 
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imperial forces, I was delivered into the 
charge of a corporal of the police, which, 
according to the rules of the ſervice, could 
only be done where the delinquent has al- 
ready been condemned in due form either to 
death, or to the houſe of correction. As for 
this ignominious treatment I have hitherto 
received no ſatisfaction; I jam juſtified in 
thus publicly branding with the epithet of 
ſcoundrel him who iſſued ſuch an order; 
and could I find him out I would apply to 
him no other title, even were he to ſtrut be · 
fore me with a field-marſhal's ſtaff. e 
The next morning I was conyeyed into 
the town, and kept under arreſt in my own 
houſe. The grenadier- lieutenants were 
changed daily, remained in my apartment, 
and were ordered not to permit me to write 
to any one, and not even to ſuffer my wife 
and children to be admitted to me; cruelty 


that could be exerciſed only in Rates where 


deſpotiſm prevails in the extreme. ; 
I awaited the emperor's return FIG: Bo- 
hemia, with a mind free from reproach, and 
aſſured of victory: but on the nineteenth day 
of my arreſt, and three days before his arrival 
t K e 


3 


at Vienna, the town- aſt came to me, and 


brought me my ſword, with the nen | 


reſeripr from the inhitary' court: 
As à miſunderſtanding Has Prenahed 

throughout the whole affair, major baron 
Trenck is hereby ſet at liberty from his ar- 


| reſt, which he brought upon himſelf, by not 
waiting on the general commandant accord: 
ing to the rules of the ſervice; and changing | 

The writings 
taken from him in conſequenee of this 
| miſtake are ers . Grecked 0 he Wo 
ſtored.” 101 kr 9” 

It is obſervable on N bee that, 85 

whilſt F was in Hungary, my apartment was . : 
 fortibly Broken'opeti, and all iny papers fe? 
ed. Conſequentiy 1 A. have been accuſed! 
of treaſon, otherwiſe this could not have been | 
done: yet no one had examined Nl no one py 
had told me the cauſe of my arreſt. 0-007 24 
Does not ſücht a proceeding blur the PO "0 
of a monarch, WO ſo folemnly declared that” - ol 
10 arbitrary act ſhould be exercifed in his do- 85 
minions whilſt he wielded the ſeeptre; yet . 3 
general a ebunſellor, to the eternal  difgrace = BY MM 
| P'5 _ KR Ss" 


his abode at Buda three times! 
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of the laws, could thus trample on * rights 
of the people with impunity... 
Nay eee len years * had 
ſeryed the ſtate with honour, and merĩted re- 
ward and eſteem: I had unqueſtionahly ſerv+ 
edit with more.zeal, and more efficacy, than 
any of thoſe who. ill-treated me: I had been 
a ſtaff officer thirty years: I poſſeſſed landed 
eltates and Jordſhips in Auſtria, had a wife 
and eight children there, and my efdeſt ſon at 
twenty-three years of age was captain: every 
one knew that I would not be either general 


or Nader, that the emperor honoured me 
with his confidence, and that I had performed 
a very important part for him in Hungary: 
yet monkiſh rancour found means to engage 
prince Coburg, well known, for his humane 

euer to ſuffer e Ok mere 


not only to put : a man n ike me + under e 
hut to ſend to the military court an ins wa- 
tion now notoriouſly known to be falſe. 

. his information was, that I had * 
times changed my habitation in Buda, and on 
| this ee eee dope Perm. | 

2 : As 


* 
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as all the conſequences that ſo groſsly injured! 


the Auſtrian dominions, particulatly: in Hun- 
gary, where E had done, ſuffered, and loft fo» 


much, and been lately engaged in ſuch im- 


portant concerns, no one ſurely could reckonn 
me in the number of thoſe vagabonds, over 


whom it behoves the police to keep a watch-: 


ful eye; it is inconteſtibly clear, that the ad- 

jutant, or reporting general- commandamt, was 

by the monks deceived into playing me ſuch 5 
a trick; or the falſe reporter took a very in- 

conſiderate ſtep, and acted not like an hoheſt 

man. The former is probable; yet the at- 

tes is ſuſpieious, as no anſwer was given col 


my earneſt application for inveſtigating; thei 
buſineſs, and tranſmitting the NG 


mation to the ſupreme court. 


Poſſfibliy a man o important ag wiki 
chief was aſhamed of being convicted of an! 


error in a circumſtance clear as ndon day and 
wiſhed to maintain his own reputation for in- 
fallibility with a court accuſtomed to act at- 
c be E; ne am mee dee 
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( 324 ) 
fence of my own honour, to give the appel- 
lation of calumniators to him or them, by 
| whom the falſe information was given. It is 
known that I remained at Buda but two days, 
during which I lodged at the Eagle; and on 
the third I leſt that houſe; but ſurely, had I 


quitted that inn for another, or gone to re- 


dhe victim of policy and over weening power; 


fide with a „ ſuch a cirtumſtance could 
eee ſuſpicious a man like: hip 
a man of my public character. ) 
In any caſe, to prince A 8 
imputable all the conſequences occaſioned by 
his precipitate information; and 1 hereby 
challenge bim to the open proof of it, con- 
tented to forfeit both my property and my 
honour, if he can adduce legal evidence of 
its truth. This explanation Lowe to myſelf, 
and to my children, as in Vienna I could 
obtain no equitable ſatisfaction. rt 
The emperor was as well convinced lof Y 
the verity as the public: but he could not 
puniſh a field · marſhal as a liar; ſtill leſs could 
he brand the whole military bench with the 


ſeyere reproof of inconſiderate precipitancy, 5 


or deſpotic conte mpt of the laws. Fhus was I 


and 
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and as I am wont to manage no one, Where 


the rights, the honour, the ſafety of the beſt 
of citizens may be invaded with impunity; 


as the moſt enlightened monarch is unable tõ 
protect them againſt an aſſociation, that i is not 


noble- minded enough honourably to repeal 
what has been determined, probably, by party 


ſpirit or imbecility ; nothing was left So 
but to give way to a power l could not refiſt. 8 


In a firm tone, therefore, I demanded: 


public ſatisfaction, or my diſcharge, "cheers 


fully renouncing my military penſion of nine 


hundred florins, together with my rank, and 
claimed the bond I had ſigned on compul- 


ſion; declaring, that I would ſpend the te- 
mainder of my days as I pleaſed, in perfect 
| independence, either in-the Auſtrian domi 
nions, or out of them, without requiring the 


permiſhon of any one, and without owing 


obedience to any military ſupefior. 
A report of this was made, and I receiv- 


ed the following decree from the war- office, 
to which as ee 1 Had _ appli- 
cation. eit 
46: His: eee n en 6 


agreeably to his requeſt, leave to reſign his 


3 


* 8 Y C.; b 8 , 
5 ; ? * 7 g Y | "IN 
0 * d 1 $a at 4 13 5 e 4 $ 7% 
b 
— - - - y + 
p > £8 
* 3 — i 1 — 
4 | = 4 a N 
» 4 By e . : 8 4 n 
4 4 . ; 
— > *% 
a 


, — 
22 „ — 


| 
| 
f 
{ 
| 


* 
= 
* 
* 1 
17 
a [ 
?' 
2 4 
q p 4 
1 
1 * 
7 * 
1 
18 
7: 
þ 
” 
9 x 
: 8 
; * 
= 
Þ 15 * 
x! 
4 
3 ˙¹ 
* 14 
* 
- 2 5 
od 
1 
i 
N 
* 1 
4; 
8 
5 + 
S 7 
11 
1 
. 
bY 
AY 
4 
1 
* : 
2 
=» 
"i 
1 
1 il 
* 
N. 
* Wi 
3 
Ss 
2 
4 * 
* 
= "= 
P U 
0 1 
8 
F 
'$i 
t” 
; 
" 
"0 
. 
4 
1 
4 | 
1 
954 
1 
1 
4 
8 4 
* = 
LOW. N 
. 


460 
poſt of major, without ſigning the obligation 
uſual on ſuch occaſions; and reſolves to 
give him back the bond he entered into to 
quit the profeſſion of letters; to. increaſe the 
penſion he has hitherto enjoyed from nine 
hundred florins to fifteen hundred; and to- 
leave the ſame to his wife and children per- 
ſonally, that they may —_ in an area 
* 'S dominions. 

.« Whereby n is FO to ki; 
z RR the ſciences ; at the fame time the above- 
mentioned bond to quit writing is reſtored ;. 
and it is farther declared, that his wiſe and 
daughter are to receive the aſore mentioned 
penſion of fifteen. hundred florins a year, at 
the military pay- office, from the 1 8th of this 
Preſet month of October, being the day of 
the date of his majeſty's reſolution, the. mo- 
ther giving her receipt for the ſame. 
« Vienna: the 18th of October, 7701. Go 
Wy Kinſky. T2% F aft! Ivy Orlandini. 

Jo Frederic baron Trenck.“ | 
Could any one receive a much more "RY 
nourable diſmiſſion ? And does not this ſhaw: 
the juſtice and kindneſs of the emperor s ſen- 
dene _"_ me? When Ldemantied- my: 
Non | | Achte, 2 


( 
diſcharge, and proudly renounced my en- 
fion, he increaſed it, and gave it to my child- 

ren. This i is an evident proof that he was 
Well e towards me, though fuated.as 
2 he. was he could do nothing, for me openly 
without, offending the Hungarian clergy, 

whom he had reaſon ſtill to treat with cau- 
tion. It was imagined, however, that I would 
not have ventured to write ſo much at the 


diet, if L had not been ſure of ſecret protec - 
tion. Add to this, ſo, many complaints were 


made, and ſo many informations given, that 
the monarch could not well do leſs than en- 
join me ſilence, or command me back to Vis 
enna; but as neither of theſe took place to. 


* rereination. of the diet, no one doubted , {2 i 


of the political connivance of the court, and, 
deemed me an inſtrument employed by Leo- 
pold to effect his purpoſes. He durſt not vet. 
therefore, publicly protect or reward me ;, 
and chough he had ſolemnly promiſed me 
at leaſt. to reſtore what. the treaſury had ac- 
tually received from the ſale of the Trenck 
ble and gave me leavet 0 proceed _ 
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Hungary; though he had aſſured me, that; 
on the diviſion of the fiſcal eſtates in the Ban- 
nat, I ſhould receive an equivalent for what 
Fhad loſt; he remained undecided, and poſt 
poned the performance of his promiſes, tilt 

a ſpeedy death bereft him of the power. 
Thus in alt my undertakings was | Sept 
of my untow ard fate © Oſten had it fixed me 
apparently ſecure on the pinnacle of hope; 
and in a moment I found myſelf obliged to 
| 2 anew againft-want and perſecution: | 
Under Frederic the Great my proſpects were 
wes Tplendid : when ſlander and precipitancy” i 
Len reverſed the ſcene. Maria Thereſa 
miſtruſted me, becauſe l did not go to maſs. 
Frederic's policy led him to avail himſelf of 
che occaſion, and his welt: paid ſpies at Vienna 
contrived to keep me in idleneſs, that Imight 
do him no injury. In her laſt days ſhe diſ- 
covered that ſhe had been miſtaken with 
reſpect to me, and had given up my eſtates 
to injuſtice and rapine. She was on the point 
. of recompenſing me, but died without having 
in her whole life beſtowed the ſmalleſt rip 8 
eee a victim to her 


A* bi ares; 


: Cn. 8 
ſervice, as I have related in the former part 
of my hiſtory truly and without reſerve. In 


f 


for him, how zealouſly Ifacrificed my own in- 
tereſts to ſerve him, I have here related wich- 
out parade. A concatenation of events and cir- 

cumſtances 2» 


7 


Ruſſia the road to fortune lay open to me; 5 
when the Pruſſian ambaſſador Goltz, by the 
command of his court, totally obſtructed it, 
and forced me back afreſh into the.wilderneſs: _ ix 
of ſorrow.” The emperor Joſeph ſought me, 
and found a downright honeſt man, ho tadd 
him the plain truth, and predicted all the con- 
ſequences of his inconſiderate undertakings-—- 
Thus I was not a man for him, or he for me 
Tkept myſelf: as far as poſſible from hin; 2 — "A 
ſought juſtice, but found it not; and I 00 0 | 
_ diſpenſe with titles, or a prince's favour. — b 
Much, however, 1 laboured for him, wy 4 
bodily and mentally : but he was ſuſpicicus, © i 
and did nothing for me, and too late diſcover= 
ed that I could have rendered him conſider- A 
able ſervice. He died by meunlamented. a 
Leopold aſcended the throne, I knew him | | 
well; he gave me his eſteem, and won my — 
heart and my whole confidence. What 1 Th 1 
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( 38 3 
cumſtances alone prevented his rewarding 
me. Indeciſion retarded the fulfilment, of 
his promiſes; and be died when 1 thought 

myſelf at the goal of my hopes. 

Wearied out with Ks eee by 

experience, and capable of great purpoſes, I 
departed from Vienna, where an honeſt man 
has nothing but ingratitude and perſecution 
to expect from the powerful many. I was too 

old to begin a freſh career with a young 
prince; and reſolved to chooſe the ſtate of 

perfect independency, where he who is tho- 
raugbly acquainted with the world may ac- 
quire fame, and the approbatioa.of his fellow 
. eitizens. .. | 
Quitting this digreffion ;J reſume the thread 
| of my narrative. 
When I could . carifaion for the 


gross ill- treatment I had received from the 


military court, having ſought juſtice in vain, 
I appeared openly in public, and at the the- 
atre. Every one ſtared at me with aſtoniſnh- 
ment, for my enemies had ſpread a report 
that I had excited a rebellion in Hungary, 
been conveyed to Vienna chained hand and 


Th, / 


fence, at a time when 1 had for honcurably 


| The very day, on the evening of which I was 
at the play, and held my head erect in the 
midſt of my abject enemies, who wiſhed n 
joy of my good fortune, a counſellor declared | 
on his honour, in a private company, that 
he ſaw me ſhut up in the tower deſtined far 
the reception of lunatics; and the public pa- 
pers had already incarcerated me as a traitor 
in the moſt fearful dungeon. 4 
This was not all. Three Sign 8 * . 4 4 
Fray which was fo little to the credit of the 
knaves and blockheads of Vienna, I went ta — 
Zwerbach, to my wife and children. As I 
bad given directions to the keeper of a coffees _ 1 
bouſe in the neighbourhood ta take my let- 1 
ters from the poſt-office, and ta forward tem [ 
to me, I had been ſurpriſed at receiving none. 
On my return I aſked him the reaſon. His 
anſwer was, © that one Groſſinger had come 
to him in the name of the police, and had 
demanded of him all my letters, with ſevere 
threats.” ' Enraged at ſuch a palpable of- 


obtained my freedom, and certainly could not 
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< 332) 
be an object of ſuſpicion to any magiſtrate, 
or any man of honour, T haſtened to the di- 
rector of the police, Mr. von Beer, who 
bears the character of an honeſt man, and 
demanded the infliction of due puniſhment on 
Groſſinger, whom all Vienna knew c to be a an 


abandoned villaiui n. 


Mr. von Beer ſeemed aſtoniſhed, and re. 
fired of me a requiſition in writing, that he 
might procure me full ſatisfaction, as the man 
Was not of the number of the ſpies of the po- 
nec, and had never received from it any ſuch 
brders. A fortnight 1 waited for the deter- 
- mination,” when, nothing having been done, 
I went to him a ſecond time. Without ſtop- 
ping to hear what I had to ſay, he immedi- 
ately began: : — ©] have given it the good- 
* for-nothing fellow handſomely: PU warrant 
« he won 't dare to phy ſuch a triek again.“ I 
Jemanded his punition, and again delivered 
ro complaint in writing, but received no an- 


fer, and the fellow went unpuniſhed. 


ls not this a palpable inſtance of German 


tyranny ? What honeſt man is ſeeure of his 


Efe, his honour, his freedom, his property, F 
VS | 8 _ where 


— 


« a8 ) — 

where . can protect the perpetra- 4 

tors of ſuch acts as endanger the ſafety.ofthe © * 

beſt citizens ? And this happened during the [ 

reign of the moſt jaſt and excellent Leopold. | 
To him I finally went, and found him gra- 
cCious as uſual. His mind was agitated and 
| vexed, as he knew. me well, and was con- 
ſcious that my zeal for him had Det on 
me this perſecution. „ Hen 
My precipitancy alone he Mat: in 3 
manding from the war- office my diſcharge, 

which he could not refuſe: at the ſame time 
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aſſuring me of his compaſſion and future fa- I} 
vour, eſpecially for my children, and de- | 
firing me to wait a more favourable: oppot= | 
tunity, when his hands would, be more. at, ny : 1 4 
bend to do good than at preſent. 1 


On my reminding him of his promiſe, to 
indemnify my loſſes by eſtates-in the 1 | 
| he faid—* Have patience: it ſhall certainly 
ee be done, but cannot at preſent, for the 9 
Hungarian clergy, your grand enemies, | 
te would thereby be confirmed in their ſuſpi- 
* cion, that I approved your writing ang 
conduct, and meant it as 4 reward for 
3 « them: In ſhort, he bade me remain quiet | 
on 
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» ( 234 ) 
on my eſtate, in expectation of ſome better 
- opportunity, and had not * EO der 
to do me juſtice, ein 
Thus are the hands of prinees tied} when 
miniſters have once wriggled themſelves into 
deſpotic power, and the clergy by their poi- 
ſonous arts deter them from acting nobly. 
The wiſe Leopold was aware of the danger, 
and would certainly have diminifhed their 
power, and their uſurped influence in the 
ſtate, had not his reign been ſo ſhort. 
He knew the ſource of the evils chat prevail- 
ed in his dominions. 1 have convincing 
proofs of his penetration, and of his ſchemes 
for attaining by circuitous means this exalted 
Purpoſe, too perilous to be achieved by open 
attacks. I had reaſon alſo to expect my hap- 
pineſs from his hand ; whilſt I ſaw an honeſt 
man on the throne, and reſolved to obſerve 
the patience he had preſcribed me. But my 
wayward fate bereft me of this great and hu- 
mane ſovereign, before he could accompliſh 
his purpoſes with reſpect to me. Dreadful 
news for me, when my ear was aſſailed by-the 
meſlage of his death! Reader, art thou a 
bey to 3 7” Revolve in thy mind 


C3 : i 
my hiſtory ; learn from me to ſtand fim in 1 
misfortune : advance boldly to meet the dan= _ f : 
ger: diſpenſe with the favour of the great: 
and ſeek reſource in thyſelf. I braved the 
obſtinacy of Frederic, and was the martyr of 
his regal power: IL ſought juſtice from the 
pious Thereſa, and ſhe demanded and re- 
ceived abſolution where ſhe was prevented 
from being juſt: Joſeph promiſed me every 
thing, but l knew him, and from him I would 
aſk nothing: for Leopold I did much, and of 
him obtained nothing, as he died too ſoon; 
from his ſucceſſor I expect every thing, if, 
before my on death arrives, he be willing 
to reward my ſervices to him and his prede- 
ceſſors: but I will not again begin, where! 
ought long ago to have left of +++ +4 iſ 
Deprived of peace, and ever the butt of 
| Landes and perverters ofjuſtice, I lived a few 
weeks on my eſtate, and ſent W wife to 
V n before Leopold died. R 204 
He received her with every 0 of dit. | 
rin8tion which immediately excited en; 
and recommended her himſelt to the * * 5 33 
to TE diſpoſal he had g1vcaalipgeber " 
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336) . 
penſions on female foundations. Her ma- 
jeſty received her with particular courteſy, 


and deſired her firſt lady of the bed-· chamber 
to remind her of my daughter as ſoon as any 


dead, and had in like manner done nothing. 
But I am too weary, I have been too often 


diſappoĩnted, to make new; attempts: and 


a+ 


will ſeek in foreign countries what I could 


never find in unfeeling Auſtria. Yet ſince I 
revere Leopold as my tutelary deity, even in 


the grave, though he never in fact beſtowed on 


me any benefit adequate to the ſervices I per- 

formed, it is a duty incumbent on me to pro- 
claim him truly to the world ſuch as] proved 
him, ſuch as from my conſcience: Te can aver 


* 
ob 1 


be — menen nch 
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diy the qualities of Leopold were diame- 
ctrically oppoſite tothoſe of his brother Joſeph. 


He was indeed. a man. As a monarch he 
framed by nature, he was faſhioned by art, 


-  . zto-render his people happy, and to diſpenſe 
= —— tranquillity to every cottage. Jo 


VI 1 4 Er rinclined. but his abilities, 
wx though 


| (WF = 
though far above mediocrity, were not of the i 
firſt claſs. Haſtineſs of determination de- | 


prived him not of the ſteadineſs of a legiſlator; 
and, poſſeſſing a ſound judgment, the govern- 
ment of the ſmall ſtate of Tuſcany prepared 
him for enterpriſes more important. 
Every exalted action was congenial to his 
feeling mind: but within the narrow confines 
of Florence he would know every thing, and 9 
had ſufficient time to attend to things of litte 
moment; whence in the mo: e ample bounda- 
ries of Vienna he augmented his labour by - 
objects that a great monarch ſhould leave to 
his ſervants. .The informations of ſecret ſpies 
m private ſocieties, which afford opportunity 
for ſlander to adminiſter its envenomed cup, 
were not permitted to aſſail his throne. 

P. rue it is, that on his arrival he threw i into. '% 
the fire, without reading them, whole packets 
of accuſations, which his predeceſſor had pre- 
ſerved for his favourite amuſement. True it 

is, that Joſeph left behind him a black book; 
in which were entered the names of all who 
were to be at ſome future period objects bf -. | 

| puniſhment, or to be for ever excluded fro na 8 

vol. Ui. Q * 
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1 * ese What they exhibited. in a falſe light, 


6 TE 
ſerving the ſtate: equally true, that the heir 
of Leopold ſnatched at it, and would have 
read it, had not his noble-minded father torn 
it from his hand, and thrown it into the fire, 
with theſe ever memorable words: Nei- 
ther you nor I muſt know the contents.“ 
What an-amiable feature in the character 
of a monarch ! From ſuch an one his ſubjects 
had no arbitrary exertion of power to fear. 

Vet his officers of juſtice, leagued together, 
found means to lay reſtraint on his benevolent 
" deſigns, by adminiſtering proper doſes of 

alarm or ſuſpicion, and to throw a vel o over 
their wanted miniſterial tyranny. | 
No monarch is omniſcient. From the 
centre of an extenſive territory, no human 
eye can dart its beams to every point of the 
eircumference, with ſufficient force to pene- 
trate the clouds in which artifice envelopes 
truth. Thus to guile I fell a victim. Well 
as Leopold knew my heart and my good-will, 
he could not openly ſhow miſtruſt of the com- 
bined multitude of prieſts, nobles, and law- 
vers, and was obliged at leaſt to appear. to 


Suffice” 


Suffice it, he ſaw. more clearly than was ge 


rally ſuppoſed ; and had his life been loffger,... 


would have ſhown in due time, that he was 


not {0 eaſy to be led as many imagined. Un- 


fortunately he mounted the throne at a period 


when Joſeph had flung every thing into con- 
fuſion and uproar; his dominions were a per- 


fect chaos. Brabant had already ſeparated it- 


ſelf from them, and was loſt; and all his other; 


_ provinces were ripe for revolt. By the pre- 
cipitancy of his decrees, his predeceſſor had 
irritated ail his ſubjects, and produced uni- 
verſal tumult; diſcontent had reached its 


ſummit. This he found, and nee all 


the en of his enemies. 
The clergy had excited an WIT in 


"Wubi and that fine province was already - 
gone. Hungary was in a ſimilar ficoations. * 
and the fealty of Bohemia was in a tott 80 | 25 
ſtate, The Turkiſh war had exhauſted the Þ 5 
treaſury, and ruined the army; and a ſcanty : 

harveſt threatened with famine a diſcontented 
and truly injured people. On the other hand, 

the formidable armies of Pruſſia were altead . iſ 
on the frontiers, prepared to give the mon? = 
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archyits deadly blow. Never was Auſtria 


in a ſtate ſo alarming as at this period. The 
prudence of Leopold, his timely condeſcen- 
ſion, and his ſagacious policy, alone found 
means to ward off the threatening peril. He 
won the hearts, the confidence of the Hun- 

garians, and concluded the peace of Ret- 
chenbach on terms that can be blamed only 
by thoſe who are ignorant of the ſtate br 
Auſtria at the time. 

This ſtep changed the ſcene throughout 
Europe. Peace enſued on all fides.. Se- 
ceded Brabant returned to its duty. The 
Hungarians liſtened to Leopold, and, though 
they murmured, fubmitted to his commands. 
The} Power of their ambitious nobles was cur- 


tailed. -He directed the coronation to be per- 
formed at Preſburg, which they would have 
had take place at Buda: his mild conduct 
tendered his ſway unfelc: and he ſoon won 
the hearts of that factious people, that they 
bs ar now more than ever inclined to ſpend 
AS their lives and properties for a good king. 

Y T his was ceitainly a maſter-ſtroke of fine 
Xa + 5 A peace 
1 


1 
1 3 


N ; : ; 
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A peace with Turkey followed, as. it was | 


ib the wiſh of Leopold to conquer unpeo- 
pled deſerts. Greatly too as the defigns of 
Pruſſia and Auſtria militated againſt each 


other, he found means to accord the intereſs⁵ 
of both monarchies, ad Promote the frarer- 4 
nity of the German ſtates,” * A : 
Not leſs memorable | in the eyes ; of . 9 
rity, than aſtoniſhing, to contemporaries, will ; 5 
appear this epoch, ſuſpicious as the Pruſſian | 
patriots are of the means by which a ſuppoſed = 
impoſſibility. was accompliſhed. 5 9 
A certain miniſter has. cenſured me with. — 
much bitterneſs, as baving contributed great- i 
ly to this peace, by my influence on the mon- ; 
arch, and by ſiniſter means. By future ge- 
nerations 1 ſhall be judged: and. farther on I. A 1 


ſhall ſubmit more of theſe weighty re proaches 

to the opinion of every honeſt reader. At 
preſent, [ ſhall purſue my delineation of 2 5 

monarch, whoſe aſhes [ revere, as he deſerves. 
the grateful remembrance of every true- * 

hearted German, and his prudence Proviees | 
the effuſion of much Teutonic blood. 2 : 
Mr Uniform in his conduct, as he was, mb Dy ö 
„ bee - 
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father of his family, he was the father of his 
people. He had read much, and reflected 
deeply. His plans he digeſted maturely, and 


carried into execution with coolneſs. His 


firmneſs was unſhaken in the greateſt perils. 


Benevolent to the oppreſſed, when offended, 


he was by no means implagable. The good- 


nels of his heart cave foul to his actions; and 
even when he was ſeduced into arbitrary 
deeds, never monarch thought more nobly. 


His numerous yet juſt. penſions, which he 


willingly conferred only on thoſe who needed 


aſuſtance, proved his exalted ſentiments; and 


that he knew how to value merit and ſcience, 
no one will doubt that has obſerved his con- 


Jed. 


He never gave way to the dangerous work- 
ings of anger, though his temper ſeemed 1 in- 


clined to baſtineſs; neither inexorable, nor 
revenge ful, he was always eaſy to be appeaſ- 
ed. In reading inſttuctive books he took 
- pleaſure; thult of knowledge. kept pace 


with the fondneſs of his judgment. Grave, 


; when circumſtances demanded gravity, tis 
Social eau was always engaging and 


2 __ 
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affable; and he willingly put off che reſerved 


and imperious aſpect of majeſty for the 


ſmile of complacence. His palace was free 


of acceſs to all the oppreſſed, without diſtine- 


tion of rank : .and, though the never-ſatisfiect 
people of Vienna complained, that he was 
more bountiful of conſolation than of aſſiſt- 


ance, he certainly did much real good, and 
liſtened with patience to every one's com- 
plaint. Impoſſible, indeed, was it for him to 
fatisfy all ; the burden was too heavy, the in- 
veſtigation would have exacted too much 
time: he was obliged, therefore, to refer 
many petitions. to the eſtabliſhed courts, 


which continued to act in the uſual mode, and, 
in reſpect to juſtice and noble-mindednefs, 
differed widely from their maſter. Hence 


many had reaſon to ſigh, whoſe griefs' he 


would have removed in time had he been” 
more than man. He beheld the opprefiion- 
of his people, and laboured in ſecret to bind- 
the hands of petty tyrants, and eſtabliſh a 
due equilibrium berwcen the different claſſes. 
The time of accomplithing this important. 
enterpriſe, however, remained. at a. diſtane 2 
Q_ 4. | win 
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whit the power of the prieſthood was ſo 
intimately interwoven with that of the nobili- 
ty, and the national character had been de- 
_ through his predeceſſor's weakneſs. 

In general, whatever way he turned him- 
leif to procure aſſiſtance, he found true pa- 
triotiſm extinct: as the complying diſpoſition 
and exceſſive g20d-nature of Thereſa had 
cheriſhed impoſtors, knaves, and traffickers 
in indulgences, who, uniting together for 
protection, preyed on the very vitals of the 
fate with | 1Mpunity | 

D fficult, nay 


poſſible, it is for a prince 
to find remedies for an evil become inveterate 
by continuance; and few are willing, few are 
Nees of ſacrificing their own intereſt to 

de general good. This Leopold ſaw, and 
. in its full force. By ſo much the more 
grie vous to him was the burden of govern- 
ment: yet, ſtedfaſt in his purpoſes, he would 
have made conſiderable advances in the inter- 
nal regulations of the ſtate, had he not been 
too much occupied by external affairs, that 


rꝝxetarded the eſtabliſhment of a neceſſary and 


Pole peace, and had not an early death 


= = e 


C3. 
fruſtrated all his ſchemes. To his worthy. 
ſucceſſor he left his example, his princely vir- 
tues, his model, according to which he ſhould, 
reſtore the decayed fabric of the Auſtrian 
monarchy. It requires perſeverance, wich 
Herculean powers; yet I know him ſo well, 
that I dare preſage the beſt effects. From 
my heart I wiſh him good counſellors, a wiſe: 
choice, honeſt aſſiſtants, and. patience, ſtead - 
faſtneſs, health, power, and good fortune to. 
attain the nobleſt purpoſes of a worthy mon-- 
arch. He knows me: and during his reign. 
my childrenwill be conſidered as the offspring, 
of a man who was never idle when an Oppor- 
tunity offered of rendering ſervice to Auſtria. 
Reaſon and local knowledge, my domeſtic 
wants and paternal duty, lead me to wander 
"= foreign countries only till the young mon- 
arch ſhall ſeek men who will readily labour. 4 
for him without the ſtimulus of ſelf intereſt, 
or the deſire of titles. That I am as links® 3 
deficient in inclination. as in ability, he. is in- 82 =" 
. dubitably convinced. „ 
Leopold was a ſincere chriſtian, t though he 


LY n hall, of þ 


had examined and perfectly knew the abuſes 
that had crept into religion. From all myſ- 
tical ſuperſtition he was far removed; yet 
found it neceſſary to accommodate himſelf to 
the circumſtances of the times, whilſt the po- 
licy of Rome occupied itſelf in hood winking 
the people, and the ambition of the hierarchy 
knew how to bind the hands of the moſt pru- 
dent prince. By moderation, and the con- 
cealment of his real deſigns, he certainly 
would have accompliſhed the aim of a true 
father of his country. The enormous income 
of the biſhops, the devouring ſwarmofmonks, 
and the palſying ſpirit of fanaticiſm, he would 
inevitably have by degrees diminiſhed. Theſe 
important works, however, he was obliged to 
leave to the inheritef of his throne. Heaven 
grant that he may not be lukewarm in the 
cxecution, and deterred from their purſuit 
and that Jeſvitiſm, which has crept in amongſt 
the miniſters and nobility, may never more 
"It its head, to carry us back to the times of 
me Eroiſades, of a Sixtus, or of a Borgia 
That the ſentiments of the emperor, of whom 
8 33 we 


cm) 


ve were ſo ſoon bereft, were juſt as I have 


here delineated them, I pledge my ſelf to my 
readers on my word of honour. For all that 


I publiſhed in Hungary he read in manu- 


ſcript, and approved; yet he was as circum- 
ſtanced, that he could only ſay: tt 

« Trenck, go on with your nN 
« Beware of ſword and poiſon: I cannot at 
ec preſent take you openly under my protec- 
tion; . 1 will not let you go unre- 
« warde | | 


Thus myſt a king peak; ao is obliped 


to give way to deep- rooted prejudices ank 


prieſtly rancour : and ſuch is the fate of every 
country where fanaticiſm can plant her bloody 
ſtandard. I truſt that Brabant will ſerve' as 


a warning to all ſovereigns; and from the 


preſent commotions in Europe I expect either 
a general ſpread of light amongſt the people, 


or that they will fall back into a ſtate of the 3 a 
profoundeſt darkneſs. Heaven proſper the 


ſwords of them who have drawn them for the- 


rights and happineſs of mankindʒ and over- 


turn the deep · laid ſchemes of fanaticiſm! On 


this depend the welfare of nations, and the; 


true 1 of beneficent- princes, for which: 


0. © © alone 
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alone I would f pend the laſt drop of my blood 
in the field of battle, if younger ſoldiers would 
give me leave. That the diffuſion of know- . 
ledge occaſioned the diſturbances in France, 
is an erroneous ſuppoſition. I was a diligent 
obſerver of every ſpring of the evi The 
oppreſſion. of the people, the concatenated 
multitude of noble and clerical leeches who 
ſucked their very blood, compelled thoſe to 
revolt who had nothing but their poverty to 
loſe : and a fimilar fate threatens every land 
where! the rulers wiſh to govern. with whips 
and ſcoutges; a mode now: practicable only 
amongſt Afiatic ſlaves. 1 
In ai country where every one has reaſon 
to be ſatisfied with his condition; where mi- 
niſters cannot ty ranniſe, and the nobles have 
not aſſumed an excluſive right to all places « of 
honour and profit; where uſeful citizens are 
not duomed to contempt and inaction, but 
merit and talents may liſt up their heads; 
_ - Where pricſts have not monopoliſed the edu- 
cation of youth ; and where freedom of ach 
3 ing, freedom of inquiry are permitted; 
K propagation of knowledge can be ae oj 
no confedi1 racies * cieſing a revolution 
are 


* 
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are-to be feared. Only the prince who de- 


lights in war, only he who deals not juſtice | 
with an equal hand to all deſcriptions of men, 


finds in himſelf reaſon for ſuſpicion, and 
trembles at the proceedings of France. In 
the French alone we find an inſtance of a 
people, who have made a general inſurrec- 


tion in which the clergy had no hand. Theſe 


are the moſt dangerous perſons in a nation 
that has cauſe to be diſcontented. But woe 


to the monarch who believes that he 18 in 


danger, if the intereſts of the church be not 


connected wich his own! He will find that 
he muſt bear the hierarchical yoke, and 


leave his ignorant deceived people unpro- 


tected in the arbitrary hands of prieſts, if he 
will merit abſolution, and hope a ſeat in 


heaven. 


Leopold was certainly in no danger, as. he 
lived like a father amongſt his children. But 


he who lives, like a Mogul, at adiſtance from 


\ 


them, where he cannot hear their ſighs, and 


ſuffers vizirs to think and act in his ſtead, | 
may juſtly tremble when the oppreſſed mur- 
mur. And he who will de over the 


Whole 


| (3309) 

whole world, who is conſtantly on the watch 
to enlarge his territories at the expence of his 
neighbours, and who would accuſtom his 
peaceful ſubjects to acts of rapine, ſhould 
never be permitted to ſully a throne that 
ought to be filled by the father of his people. 
Whilſt the pages of hiſtory are blurred with 
the conſequences of ſuch miſrule, the people, 
warned by example, ſhould diſpoſe of him 
in a mad-houſe : then would the cauſe of re- 
volutions E torn up by the roots. 

The peaceable ſoul of Leopold deſerves 
monuments from the gratitude of poſterity. 
He would have made not only his own ſtates, 
bur all Europe happy, and eradicated every 
germ of diſcord. A protector of the fine 
arts, a promoter of ſcience, inclined from his 
youth to inſtructive reading, and fond of the 
ſociety of honeſt, free, and enlightened mic. 
Raiſe altars to his memory, ye ſons of the 
Muſes, for ye have loſt a father! He is dead! 
revere the remains, revere the memory of a 
man who was worthy of the ſceptre ! Weep: 
over his urn, ye honeſt citizens of the Auſtrian. 
Rates ! Never before wr ye och: a maſter: 

never 


. 
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never before, perhaps, deſerved ye ſuch an 
one. At his coronation I chanted his praiſe: 
cover his grave I ſtood dumb with affliction. 
Him alone I ſerved with a warm heart: and 


J repent it not; though inſtead of being re- 


warded as I deſerved; I was the victim of * 


his acquieſcence and indetermination. 
Leopold poſſeſſed almoſt every quality 
that could promote the welfare of his con- 
temporaries, or deſerve the veneration of 
' poſterity. As a proof of his exalted ſenti- 
ments, I will relate only what follows. 


Seeing and converſing with him often, as 


he granted me free acceſs, I once ſaid to 
him: * Your majeſty's wants and advan- 
* tages in ſtate affairs I know well, from an 
& experience of three and forty years, during, 


2 "as 


cc 
_ E- remarks on ohjects that are carefully con- 
cc 


cealed from a monarch's fight, and in 


pointing out the waſp's neſt among the 
« hives of induftrious bees, render a ſervice 
that will remain after I am no more.“ 


The emperor gave me permiſſion to write! 


me naked truth without reſerve. I did for 


. | | nl 


\ 
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which I have examined every thing with Fg 
prying eyes. I would impart to it my 


. ( 352 } 
and delivered to him a Nee * 
twelve ſneets. 

A week after this I waited on him,” He 
received me graciouſly, went into his cloſet, 
took out my manuſcript, and clapping me 
on the ſhoulder, returned ic with theſe words: 
Thus ſhould every man at court write. 
At the ſame time he ordered me to give it 
to the archduke Francis, his heir, but not to 
tell him that he had previouſly ſeen it. 
Ho ſtrong a proof of an enlightened and 
ens mind in a prince! * 


4 


le converfed with me near two hours, i in 


a emal manner, on the whole contents 
of my paper, and conſequently had in ſo 
ſhort a time read it through with attention. 
On ſo affecting an occaſion, who could be 
more loyal than I? My ſecrets were diſ- 
cloſed, and I perceived their effects in. his 
words and looks. I returned home full of 
ſpirits; wrote a ſhort dedication in verſe to 
my paper; and the next day, April the Sth, 
1790, preſented it to the young prince. 

Whether the preſent monarch made any- 
-pſe-of this writing, and weighed me in a juſt 
ſcale, I ſhall ſoon have occaſion to obſerve,; 
£8 Ft 5 1 
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Its important contents, however, ſhall re- 
main a ſecret while 1 live, and not be read 


till T am no more. They would too clearly 


expoſe the ſtate of his dominions; and, 


greatly as | have been offended, I am not 


diſpoſed to betray ſecrets that have been con- 


fided to me, or even that I have myſelf diſ- . 


covered. Suffice it, that he ſaid, © As prince, 


I ſhould find him my friend; as king, a Jut . 
e maſter,” How often hath he pitied me, 


when I complained to him of oppreſſion] 


Now he has the power in his hands, he may, 


if he pleaſe, redreſs my complaints. When 
he does, he will receive my thanks, he will 
receive my. praiſe,” May he make good.to 
my children what his predeceſſors owe me; 


for myſelf 1 want nothing, I will aſk no- 


thing: for I have been too often diſap- 


pointed, and have learnt, from experience, | 
that an heir to a throne can promile What, 
when he wields the ſceptre, he forgets 989 
perform. On this account have I remained __ 


fo long at a diſtance from. court, purpo 


not to quit my retirement till I am called, <0 


and 


"Wy 
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* till the value of the political paper above 
mentioned is proved and known. 

That his praiſe-worthy father placed much 
confidence in me, and converſed with me 
frequently; and that I did much for him; he 
is well aware. His heart is noble ; ; às a mon- 

arch therefore he will deal by me, as he 
felt as a prince: much then have I to hope, 
A would ſeek his favour for my right. Of 
Leopold J will never complain, that he leſt 
me untepaid for the perſecutions 1 expe- 
rienced from his courts of juſtice; his ſitua- 
tion required circumſpection, and his power 
uas not ſufficiently eſtabliſhed for him to 
protect, amid the general corruption of Vi- 
enna, martyrs to the truth, like me. 
Under his reign, the cbunſellor Sonnen- 
feels, learned and eſteemed in Vienna alone, 
durſt no longer maintain from a public chair, 


ttat a ſubject has no property. During that 


of his predeceſſors he was a man of cele- 
brity, whilſt he afferted in his publications 
that Pruſſia was not in a ſtate to defend it- 

"ood againſt the: arms of Joſeph, Every en- 
lightened, 


( 
lightened, every honeſt man, ſhould deteſt 
ſuch profeſſors, who preach deſpotiſm to 
gain titles. Joſeph employed him as a ſpy 
of the police: Leopold deſpiſed him, as 
from his feathers he knew the bird: and by 
Francis, he who has ſinned againſt the rights 
of the people, and waged open war _ 
ſound reaſon, will never be honoured. . 

Whatever changes have taken hg 
the government, I have always written and 
ſpoken in the ſame ſtyle. Neither my lan- 
guage nor my principles have ever changed. 
This is the praiſe of an honeſt author, this is 
the duty of an honeſt man, whom no princely 
power ſhould be able to bend to its will. 

This potion Towed to a man, on whom 1 
wiſhed to beſtow the reward he merited 
from the weak, ſuperficial, deluded inhabi- 
tants of Vienna. The occurrence which 1 
am now about to relate truly redounds, per- 
haps, to my honour ; yet ſhows that my fate 
ever holds a retrograde courſe, and lays me 
open to every poſſible ſtroke from thoſe 
with whom J have to contend, til} poſterity _Wſ 
Thall fay at my n 8 Here in TER _ 
found reſt.” e He Ree e 
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On my arrival at Berlin in 1787, being 


received with particular tokens. of clincm, | 
and the monarch ſhowing me diftinguiſhed 
marks of favour, | availed myſelf of the op- 


portunity to ſtraiten the connexion between 
the Pruſſian court and that I ſerved; conſi- 


dering it the firſt duty of a true-hearted Ger- 


man, to prevent if poſſible the ſhedding of his 


.countrymen's blood. Converſing on the ſub- 
ject with the imperial ambaſſador, prince 


Reuſs, he told me that a negotiation would 
be impoſſible whilſt the miniſter Hertzberg 


was at the helm. I perſuaded him to eſtabliſn 


an intercourſe with the latter gentleman, 
and to converſe with him not as a miniſter, 


but as a private perſon, that they might be- 


come mutually better acquainted. with each 
other; and was commiſſioned. to t chis 


en with caution. 


The wiſh of the imperial ambaſſador I 
imparted to count  Hertzberg. He was 
pleaſed with the propoſal, but replied: . 
My houſe is beſet with ſpies from all the 
« ambaſſadors: if prince Reuſs were to viſit 
< me, a connexion would be ſuſpected. Imme- 
« gjately letters would be ſent off to Vienna, to 
ieee 


N EE 
c jrritate the wit-ſnapping emperor, who is 
< always ready to ſpeak with contempt of the 
« king of Pruſſia. His quibbles would be 
ce quickly repeated to the latter, diſtruſt in- 
© creaſed, perſonal enmity on each ſide 
e ſtrengthened, and every ſtep towards a good 
< underſtanding between them rendered vain, 
« as there are ſo many ſtates intereſted in 
4 een e and Pruſſia e at 

variance.“ 

On this J ape a mean OG carrying on. 
4 conference.incognito at a third place, and 
obtained the count's aſſent. The time and 
place being fixed, I repaired to prince 
Reuſs. They met, to their mutual ſatis- r 
faction; and both thanked me for-a-ſtep |, | g 
that promiſed nen of the n 1 
importance. ne e 
I now drew up a ain for this gradual 
eſtabliſhment of a more intimate union; It 


We 
e * the ubjects of each tate to 
return to their native country. 1%; 2244 


2. To introduce the Semis wines into 
Pruſſia, in oppoſition to the French; whilſt; 
on the other hand, Hungary would admit the 

| manufactures 


( 358 ) | 
manufactures of Pruſſia; and to eſtabliſh a free 
- ._ trade between Sileſia and Bohemia, 
© This plan I took an opportunity of men- 
tioning to the king himſelf. - He referred me 
to his miniſter von Werder, in whoſe depart-- - 
ment it was. And I can aſſure my reader, 
that Frederic-William ſhowed a ſtrong incli- 
nation to further my propoſal, cheerfully of- 
fering his hand to the alliance; and che mi- 
niſter found nothing to object. * 
Prince Reuſs now intreated me to be 1 
eret, and obſerved, that our project would 
certainly be fruſtrated, if it came to the 
knowledge of the chancery at Vienna, and 
the Pruſſian miniſter, von Jacobi. He add- 
ed: —— I will conclude. the buſineſs alone 
with count Hertzberg, at Berlin. I will then 
proceed to Vienna, ſpeak to the emperor, 
and tell him chat 2 zeal owed the : to 
this grand work 
The whole was now ROE We WY ak "a 
weighty; queſtion, which of the two courts 
ſhould take the firſt ſtep, decided; as the 
king, a. friend to peace, found no difficulty 
in making the propoſals. Theſe were dif- 
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patched to the . and n un- 
anſwered, 


I repaired to Vienna, baden to een. 


Pert and had a conference with him. 

He liſtened to me with a ſneer. At 1 
his features v were — into a nn and 
he ſaid : 

7 What! i is ws LS: 2; I 8 
three hundred thouſand men, and can pre- 


ce ſcribe laws in Berlin. Such a king I will 
© ſoon drive out of his ſeraglio. When, 


looking at me with ſcorn, he added the re- 
markable words: — 
4 a penſion from the king. I wiſh you joy 
* of it. He does not know, however, that 


* this ſummer I ſhall be at Conſtaminople, 


<« and then we ſhall talk in another tone.“ 


He who knows Joſeph, hears in theſe his 


words; and every one who is acquainted with 
politics, every one who knows mankind, e 
judge of my thoughts on this occaſion. 

I beheld him with grief, ſhrugged: my 
ſhoulders, returned home with à ſigh, and 
reſolved from that time not 30 ſee: him 


: 4 _—_ * To my friends l predicted the co 


ſequences. 
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ſequences. I ſpoke with more freedom than 
is uſual at W re and was laughed at for 


my pains. 
Thus were all my / hone hb dif: 


appointed, i in a ſtate where men are generally 
eſtimated according to their places, titles, and 


pretenſions: and I found in modern days the 
confirmation of the old ſaying, «the induſtri- 
ous bees make honey in vain, when mice are 
in the hive, and drones find protection.“ 

The year following, as I returned from 
Paris, and had inveſtigated the ſources df the 


Brabantine revolution, I could not reſiſt my 
inclination to fulfil the duty of a citizen, went 


to court, and foretold what would follow. I 
| received for anſwer : E $94 
Dalton will ſoon tie the beide "MON 
ce to his horſes” tails, as the Tartars do their 
«priſoners. I will now ſhow myſelf in ear- 
neſt, and all will ſoon be quiet.” 


I replied, —< If your majeſty be ſovereign 


* of Brabant on new-year's-day, 1 will for- 
* feit my head from my ſhoulders.” | 
This tone gave diſpleaſure. He ſheeringly 


dee I ſaid: © You have no doubt learnt 
© Ub ant 121 7 Aj | 6e to 
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*® to nk and 1 58 thus from your friend : 


„ Hertzberg.” 


| uttered not i fighed; ak I. 


within: a month all my preſages were verified. 


On his death-bed he remembered me; but 
for me did nothing. He died in a lament- 


able ſituation, and merited my reproaches ; 
yet I pitied him, but (till more his ſucceſſor. 


| Leopold now aſcended the throne, beſet In 
with a multitude of princely cares. I ſought _ 
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and obtained acceſs to him, as I have already 


mentioned, and was with him at leaſt three 


times a week. In Vienna my unbounded | 
| love of truth was known; and my intimate Tx 
acquaintance with the town and its inhabitants _ 
were equally notorious. I knew, too! that 7 
Trenck's having ſo much the ear of the-new 4 1 


ſovereign did not give ſatisfaction at Berlin. 
Cabals aroſe on all ſides — I was watched, F- 
was envied, and the plunderers of the ſtate 
trembled with the apprehenſion , that they | 
ſhould be unmaſked. ö | 
At his arrival in his dominions, peace was 
the grand wiſh of the monarch, thar he might 
become the father of his juſtly offended ſub⸗ 
15 vol. 11. . 2 
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jects. As 1 convention of Keichenbach 
took place, and I was ſo frequently ſeen at 


court during this period, it was ſuppoſed, 


both at Vienna and Berlin, that I had point- 
ed out the means of effecting it. 

On this ſubject any reader may think as he 
pleaſes. Never will J diſcover a fecret in- 
truſted to me, or what, as a German patriot, I 
have done to promote a paternal union a- 


„ mongſt the people of Germany. Oſtentation 

is by no means my hobby-horſe I might 
feel proud of the approbation of poſterity, 
were I ſuppoſed to be an inſtrument of the 
peace of Reichenbach. But in wy ſituation 


truth 1s dangerous, were it to be made public; 


and I. will do injury to no one that has con- 
tributed to ſo noble a purpoſe as peace, and 


1 the gratification of the wiſh of Leopold. 
That others have ploughed with my heifer, 


* ay true. Yet, as another has plumed 


himſelf i in the reputation of a plan filched 
from me, by no one ſhall be called to ac- 


„ main 


— 


count for the means whereby the grand 
ſcheme was accompliſhed. I have received 
no Oe * emperor, and alone re- 


| ( 363 
main poor, where FOR 5 dente to 
wealth and honour on the ladder 1 had raiſed: 
. Leopold is now dead; and cannot tell his 
ſucceſſor, who probably, on principles like 2X 
_ thoſe of Joſeph, is not ſatisfied with the con- 1 
vention which ſaved Auſtna from deſtruction, 
vho it was that opened the path for him, and 
has to wait for the praiſe he merits, till the. } 
effects of this important work are known and : 
valued as they ought. - 9 3 
To excite the compaſſion of my eatery 9 
I muſt here diſcloſe a ſecret, which, while it 
redounds to my honour, will render my im- 
placable enemy a man much to be feared. 
| Many, no doubt, will ſay.— Ag Trenck has 
already fo often found what the favour of 7 
princes and miniſterial rancour are'capable of 
effecting, why does he ruſh into dangers, at 1 
which every one who knows the world muſt 
ſhudder? He only can preſerve his quiet Who 
remains an indifferent though attentive ſpec- 3 
tator: but he who endeavours to deſtroꝝ t 
hornet's neſt will certainly be ſtung;, be e 
ever fo wary, and will not be pitied by a | ”- 
who appear in helmets to preſerve them leone + 
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tom fillips on the noſe at court, where the 
_ Nightingale muſt ſing in his cage, or drown 
tze chirping of the ſparrow, joyous in his 


freedom, and lap-dogs reclining on fatin cu- 


: ſhions eat the hare caught by the lank grey- 


hound that pines with hunger at the door ! 
Let let men think what they pleaſe, I bluſh 


| at no good action; and only pity thoſe who 
are deterred from the performance of ſuch | 
by my example. : 


The occurrence I was about here to make 


bs os to the world was actually printed. 
but, alas! an intervening occaſion, on which 
I was eagerly intreated to bury it in ſilence, 
leſt it ſhould bring perſecution on my child- 

| ren, has induced me to cancel thoſe ſheets, 
and leave out a paſiage, which would have 
done much honour, and thrown conſiderable 
light on this hiſtory, 


To times and circumſtances, therefore, 1 : 


4 -muſt ſubmit; hoping, that my reticence will 
RE pacify him, who has demanded from my in- 
> zegrity this ſilence, which will conſiderably 

diminiſh the value of my hiſtory, In thus 
* nn to wy honour, * attacked me on 


my 
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my weak ide ; for from the threats of: the 


powerful I am not accuſtomed to ſhrink.” 


More deſefving praiſe, undoubtedly, ſhould 


T appear, were the papers I have in my hands : 
laid before a candid world. I hope, however, 


that no one will ſtimulate me to publiſh what 


| have promiſed to conſign to eternal ſecrecy... 
The convention of Reichenbach fruſtrated. Ef 
the faireſt opportunity Pruſſia ever had of re- bi 


: ducing Auſtria to future infignificance. Its 


certainty was known to the enlightened few - 
and they were conſequently diſpleaſed with. 


the promoters of peace: yet the ſhort-lighted 


pride of Vienna rendered it as little ſatisfied = 


with the condeſcenſion of Leopold. 


Thus I loft favour on both ſides, and ac f 
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ally ſuffered perſecution, where ſtill there was ⁵ 


© nothing but probability and conjecture againſt 


me. Time and poſterity alone can eſtimate my. 


worth in the grave, when the conſequerices | 
of what is now paſſing ſhall be more clearly 
developed. Vanity was never my folble- 
yet would 1 willingly ſay ſomething at leaſt g 
this grand event, that the reſolutions I made 
at N and at Berlin may be Jon fied, and 
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: the reaſon; why J have no reward to EY 
from either court may be known. A change 

of rulers produces a change of ſyſtems. For 
Leopold I offered myſelf a ſacrifice: he is 
dead; and his ſucceſſor heeds not my ſighs. 

' Wearied with never-cealing conflicts, and 
labours fruitleſs for myſelf alone, I choſe de- 
cided independence, and, quitting Vienna, 
paid a viſit to Berlin, Here I found the ca- 

Hals had taken the field againſt each other. 
I be period was not favourable to me the 
worthy king was too ſtrictly obſerved. My 
deſign, therefore, I poſtponed to a more for- 
tunate opportunity, and preſented him my 

youngeſt ſon for his ſervice, whom, with the 
moſt gracious expreſſions and aſſurances, he 


of horſe, in which his brother had already 
ſerved five years with honour and eſteem. 
Should circumſtances ſo turn out, that they 
both muſt ſuffer becauſe 1 am their father, 


3 they will know how to follow my example, 


and prefer honourable freedom to the happi- 
neſs of a ſlave. All honeſt men will be their 


friends and ProteGors when J am no more; 


n ; Os and 


— — 


„ 


and they will dread: no miniſterial Perlen bo 


tions, bend to no enemies of virtue, need ao 
court favours, to purſue in youth the paths 


of integrity, and become worthy members of — 7 


ſociety, where to live, to act, and to think on 
the principles of Trenck are no more. 
From Berlin I travelled to Hamburg, and 
had ſufficient reaſon. this time to keep myſelf 
incognito, whilſt many eyes appeared to be 
directed towards me. As a free perſon in- 
deed I could demaad ſatisfaction of any one 


%% * 
i an 
. 


who gave me offence, Under William's | | 


ſceptre the gates of che Spandau baſtille are 


ſhut againſt every victim to arbitrary power; 3 


and l fear not him who wears a crown, if he 


dare infringe the rights of man. But Who 55 | 


ſtands higheſt in the credit of the public will 
have been already remarked at Paris, where 
the academy of ſciences, that had been in- 
treated as much as poſſible to depreciate me 
and my writings, did juſt the contrary, blam- 
ing me only for reciting the praiſes of my 
ſecret enemies, to ſuch a degree as to excite 
a ſuſpicion. of. e in all wy writings, 
RR: $8 Litera 
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Literary ho ſhall never debaſe me to 
revenge and perſecution, particularly where 
my conſcience tells me that my filence pro- 
ceeds from greatneſs of mind. The private 
individual ſeldom experiences juſtice : but he 
-who 1s conſcious of his own' internal worth 
will be incapable of ſeryile flattery. 
If a few of their excellencies ſhould believe, 
that from zeal to the emperor Leopold, and 
for the welfare of Germany, I contributed 
ſomewhat to the peace of Reichenbach, 
which fruſtrated many contrary ſchemes that 
would have involved in diſcord two benevo- 


= lent princes, and deluged their country with 


| "blood, the aſcription of ſo commendable an 
act does me no ſmall honour, though the 


paying it me publicly would redound more to 


the credit of their miniſterial wiſdom. In this 
- caſe, however, I ſhould have a claim to the 
greater part of thoſe rewards and preſents 
obtained by thoſe who have-ploughed with 
my beifer. : . 
From this true, downright German narrative 
| my readers may infer, that fate has not ceaſed 
| KO 


Cay TE 
to perſecute me, and that the moſt upright 


2 conduct is leaſt known, and leaſt rewarded. 


Enough! literature is now my hobby horſe, 
on which the Beliſarius of Auſtria and Pruſſia ö 
will probably prance throughout Europe 
(thoſe parts of it excepted where fire and f 
faggot threaten heretics like me), till he finds 
ſome corner ſecure from miniſterial rancour 


and prelatical vengeance, whence the thun- f 


dering veice of truth may pierce with re- 


ſounding echoes the remoteſt region of the: - I 


atmoſphere, and;-crowned with conviction, 
ſubſide into gentle murmurs purling on his. 


ear, when the rigid cenſor, backed by his fatel> i 
lites, has threatened i it with fetters in vain..." 


It is far from unlikely, therefore, that the 
public will yet be greeted with a numerous 
progeny from my fertile pen. In happy 
Denmark the preſs is ſtill free to en 1 
and inſtruct the people. May heaven. bleſs _ : 


and reward the prince who confirms to his 1 
ſubjects the rights of man! But ſhould Gow - | 


reign commands operate unive; ſally throvgh=-Þ 
out Germany, to bring back the times of the 
croiſades, [ will learn the language: of ſavages, = 


AS 
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and write for the Hurons the biography of our 


European monarchs, and miniſters of ſtate, 


in plain honeſt words; and diſpatch my faith- 


ful pictures to the inquiſition at Rome and 
Madrid, where they may apply who wiſh o 


| have true copies of them. 


God, who has hitherto St: me, 


: ” amidſt a thouſand perils, to act the part of an 


honeſt man, and a real marty? to the truth, 
© protect and: ſtrengthen me in the laſt ſcene of 


my tragedy, and let not my powers fail where 
I meet with obſtacles inſurmountable f 


To you, friends of human kind, who have 


not read my hiſtory unmoved, I commend n 


my children, when I am ſtretched om the field. 

88 the grave I ſhall be deaf to the voice of 
fame: my head is grey ; and I have had rea- 
fon to imprecate each rifing ſun, that ſheds 
beams on ſo many knaves. O! were this 


de laſt day of my beholding them! My 


| Inquiſttive eye has long been weary of view- 


ing mankind and the occurrences of this: 


world ; and he who has been like me ex- 
poſed to the unabated ardour of the ſun of 
Kate's torrid rays, muſt wiſh for repoſe | in the 


> LN of: death. 
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I the third volume of my hiſtory, I 4e. 1 
ſeribed this man as an original. Emendoneft 1 
his death, and inſerted his farewell letter, n 
which. he imparted to me his laſt reſolves. 1 
even wrote to his captain, to inquire the cir- © 
| cumſtances of his death, and received from 
him its confirmation. „ 1 EY 
How much was I aſtoniſhed, when, in 9 a 
1790, I received at Paris, from this ſup⸗ 
Dy dead man, the following Ce”: 0: 


— 4 
4 — >, 


— _ 


'R P 3 * Friend! 4M 


eier. 


te K Friend! 


* 


be When thou receiveſt this letter from a 
man, whom thou haſt for ſeventeen years 
. to be in the grave, thou wilt un- 
doubtedly be ſurpriſed. Receive, now, an 
explanation of this ſtrange miracle. 

& An officer of our regiment, returning 
from Switzerland, where he had been on 
> furlough, brought to Novara thy printed hiſ- 
© Tory, in which thou haſt not forgotten mine. 
In it I am depicted in ſich true colours, that 
It appears thou haſt little renderneſs for my 
honour even in the grave: a chimera, that 
trcubles me little; till leſs does it excite me 
to teproach. TY 
gut, deareſt Gent thou haſt now 155. 
ped off the maſk, and the whole garriſon 
- Knows him, who had for fix-and-thirty years 
| concealed himſelf from their curiofity. To 
me this diſcovery is far from pleaſing : but 
with thee I am not on that account angry. 
The truth was written by thee, when thou 
reckonedſt me among the dead; and they wha 
l| are actually dead concern themſelves not with 
I - reading, « or with the Judgment poſterity 64 
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T1 
paſs on them. For thy miſtake I can accuſe / 
no one but myſelf, and I am alone the cab 
that things have been revealed which are . 
hy prejudicial to me in my preſent ſituation. * 
*I was not ignorant that juſtice was re- 
fuſed thee at Vienna, and that thine enemies 
had oppreſſed and reduced thee to poverty. 
During my reſidence at Aix, I perceived 
plainly that I was a burden to thee, and that 
thy domeſtic wants demanded thy laborious _ 
exertions. Thy goodneſs. to me I had expe- 
_ rienced: I was on every occaſion affiſted, and 
never forſaken by thee. In Alexandria I was 
but a poor ſubaltern. Hadſt thou ſuppoſed "_ 
me to be among{t the living, thy inability © 
to ſupport me would have pained thy noble 
mind, and thy children would have ſuffered, * 
that I might have had aſſiſtance. This alone | 
determined me to deceive thee, and to make 
thee believe, that, being in the grave, my 
wants were at an end. On this account 1 
imparted to thee my final reſolution, as a 
philoſopher, to leave a world that could have 
no charms for either of us. 


« Of my e thou ee ai mr 
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; Shank: and 1 prevailed on him, by my intrea- 
ties, to countenance the deception. Thus thou 
art juſtified to me, as I am aſſuredly in thine 
eyes, for thy Schell thou haſt proved. 
„As my heart and my curioſity ſtill led 
me to obſerve thee, I requeſted a friend at 
Aix to give me from time to time accounts 
of thee ; and thoſe I received contributed 
little to my ſatisfaction. F rom princes thou 
| haſt never found juſtice; and thy propenſity 
to writing, thy zeal for truth, augmented the 
rage of thine enemies, who thought them- 
© ſelves thereby injured, and perſecuted: thee 
on that account with redoubled animoſity. 
Such inſects are not tamed by the firmneſs 
and zeal of a Trenck. I remained ſilent, 
therefore, till I learnt thy ſucceſs at Berlin. 
On this I congratulate thee from my heart ; 
and rejoice with all who know true worth, 


and are capable of valuing thy merit. 
„ At the age of ſeventy-four, I am at 
3 keogth, for the fourth time, an orderly enſign. 
Thus neither of us has advanced much in the 
| military line: but thou wilt join with me in 
basis at things of ſo little moment. Ne 
Who 
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who. could: give a Trenck, in his ſixty Kifly | 
year, the paltry rank of major, is more to 
be pitied than thou art; and I can never e |} 
pect a colonel's commiſſion from one W. 
could make the grey-haired Schell an enſign. 5 
Certainly, my friend, thou and I concern our- 
ſelves little about ſuch trifles as titles, or 7 
things that depend on the arbitrary will of 
others: but thou couldſt not refrain from 
5 laughter, wert thou to ſee Schell, now bent 
with age, parading in an enſign' s uniform. I 
This, however, fortune has not thought pro- 4 4 
per to bring about. Yet, in every ſituation, "WY 
in every circumſtance, I have been con- . 
tent: and I now feel greater cauſe to be ſo 
| than ever, ſince I have heard poor accounts 
* 1 am indebted to my captain the wo- 
ney he furniſhed for my equipment. If the 
fate of our hiſtory has produced thee any _ 
profit, ſend me my ſhare or tor , ; 
filled by my adventures, that I may ſatisfy: 
my benefactor : if, however, thou haft . 
ſo much left, think not of it. 


ee 1 2 * of Our travels aua Bye 
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found hee again in thy ſtyle. At length ſome | 

of thine enemies have met their reward. If 
1 any one more powerful remain, even though 
he wear a crown, thou knoweſt me. I have 


nothing to loſe, and would die ſmiling at his 


fide, if thou but give me the hint. My pa- 
rents, my relations, are all in the grave—I, 

therefore, am reſtrained by no duties. Thou 
art a father; thou muſt live, endure, and care 
for others. Give me ſpeedily an account of 
thy preſenr ſituation. This letter will excite 
thy amazement. - Thou haſt innocently de- 
"ceived the public, in announcing to it my 
death. But, my friend, the public concerns 
itſelf little, whether a Schell or a Leſcheexiſts, 
or eyer did exiſt; or whether he prances about 


on a white horſe in heaven, or cuts capers un- 


der the laſh of Satan's whiſk: - 7 
dend me two copies of thy hiſtory. In it 
T ſhall read my adventures with indifference, 
. thine with rapture and admiration. Since 
the paſſions have ceaſed to afſail me, my days 
and years glide by like a murmuring ſtream. 
My occupations are uniform: my Nn. my 
4 frame 


land bas BY me much Beg [ have.. 
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frame of body, my Aſides ef Wa and 1 1 
my feelings, are juſt thoſe of a hail old man: 
I now for the firſt time enjoy exiſtence,” ant 


feel that I live. By the whole regiment I am 


loved and eſteemed : by no one am I envied, 
in no one do find an enemy. I have no one 


in the world to diſturb me in the perform- 


ance of my duties; no one who will want 


me when I am no more. If thou art as 


happy as I actually am, delay not to write "A 
a letter that will revive me. 1 expect i it, 10 755 


eagerly long for it, and ever remain 


The old Lzscn;; but, ſince thou bat : * 
raiſed me from the dead, at preſent -- 


| thy tried friend, kf 
2 e ee 1-1 Sentrn. 
7 anſwer to the preceding letter. 


F : 


c Paris, May, 16, 1790. 


ce STILL, then, dear Schell, art thou an oY 
actor on this mundane ſtage ! 11 thought my- © J 
ſelf certain that thou hadſt already awaited. 29 
the reſurrection of the dead for ſeventeen 5 
years longer than I; and ſince that time ns 
ſmiling day has paſſed without my! remem. 8 
DN, 1 1 8 and honouring thy aſhes: | — 
= - Monty = 


0 . 55 
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* Worthy: man! thou haſt, deceived me, 
from overſtrained generoſity. Of ſuch actions 
thou alone art capable: but 1 conſeſs to thee, 
that, on breaking the ſeal of thy letter, a ſa- 
. ered. tremor. ſeized me, at again finding a 
friend like thee, who art Tuch an honour to 
the name of friendſhip.— Ves, dear Schell, 
with open arms receive thee, reſtored to me 
fſtom the grave. Theſe arms, that bore thee 
* _ from Glatz to Braunau, are ever ready to re- 
deive thee, dearen to me than Pylades. to 
Oreſtes. At all times wert thou welcome to 
me; doubly welcome now, when I am in 
circumſtances to ſerve thee, without 1 t injury 
e 5 
& The account of thy life, given in my bil. 5 
tory, moſt certainly was not calculated to 
give thee pleaſure: but why wouldſt thou 
f live and die in ſecret, and give thyſelf out for 
dead? Thou art aſſured that thy Trenck 
would not, at his reſurrection, have left thee 
| in the grave. Sure it is that I ſpared, thee 
not, and divulged thy ſecrets: but, ſuppoſing 
tee dead, I could not aſk thy conſent. 7 
| 1 8 * nn faults, I praiſed thy 
1 . inimitable 


_— 


of the living. But I knew, that thou, like me, ] 
vert too much ſuperior to prejudice, to fancy; | - 


| inimitable virtues to my contemporaries, ar 


where ſhades: contraſt the lights. For my 


G 


thy poſterity know that tears of ſorrow: min- ON 
wu with the ink wherewith 1 wrote #00 = 
= Thus i it is now nga zeal that | 
thou art the Schell whom 1 have delineated. 
Forgive it, deareſt friend ! to thyſelf alone it 
is imputable: by thee was torn the veil that 
concealed thy failings and thy virtues, Un- 
queſtionably many paſſages in thy hiſtory 3 
would not have written, had I ſuppoſed it. 
poſſible that thou couldſt au he ide land: -. 


- i 4 
70 
” +.9 
YC r e © 4 Ka 
I 1 N 435+ 12 . 


bloom in the withered flower. I knew, that to- 
thee poſthumous renown was a matter of in- 
1 and that thou hadſt ſcrutiniſed; | 
Praiſe and blame with the eye of a philoſo- I 
| pher. On this account I ſpared thee: not, 1 4 


part, I give thee leave to ſay that I bare 
been proſuſe in embelliſhing thy legend, to 

ſet off-to advantage the hiſtory of my on Ll 5 
martyrdom.— Hence, perhaps, we. ny both 
receive the honour of canoniſation 42> 
At _y letter I am a little diſtu = Sd. 
 finge — 


— 
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lee thou art indifferent to every thing that 

| Concerns Schell. Leſch undoubtedly ceaſes 
not to be Leſeh; elſe would the truth. of 
Trenck's adventures begin to be doubted, in 
which I was juſtified by a long filence to diſ- 
cloſe what might be unpleaſing to the living 
Schell. But, in ſhort, I have done thee no 
eſſential 1 injury. All my readers Pity, ad- 
mire, and eſteem thee; and if ever thou 
comeſt to France, thou wilt here find a people 
endued with noble ſentiments, who honour 
z in thee the hero of friendſhip, and would 
© willingly ameliorate thy fate. Thy favlt, im- 
- prudence; the total contempt of ſelf- intereſt, 
Was a noble, bold, or perhaps raſh undertak- 
ing, that invited thee... all this injured | 
« thyſelt alone. Every honeſt man, every one 
Who knows the human heart, will do thee. 
|| - juſtice; and would willingly ſee the grey- 
l - headed Schell in a more proſperous en 
chan that of an orderly enſign. l 
| For thy ſatisfaction, too, I muſt relate 
| _ a circumſtance, which teſtifies the greatneſs « 
| of William's mind. I was deſired to give 
. bim thy hiſtory. Attention illumined his 

| ehevolent features, and- he aſked with ea- 
Irs , gerneſs—, | 


Ty 3810 
- gerneſs—* Is that ſingular man yet alive % 
— No, ſire, was my anſwer. - To which, 
with the moſt affectionate warmth, he re- 
plied, . Were he {till living, I would gladly 
© ſee him at Berlin.” —J udge whether I 
have not cauſe to revere hin. Ly 8 
ee In thy next letter, which I ardently enn 4 
pect, write me a more particular account of = 
thy preſent ſituation. Canſt thou quit wy > 
friends, and thy accuſtomed mode of life in 
Italy, and reſide with me: ? In the mean time 
I remit thee thy ſhare of the profits of our 
hiſtory. This thou canſt not refuſe : it comes 
to thee not from Trenck, but from the WY vt 


lic. L only reſtore thee what 1 kept for my- | 
tel; b believing thee dead. WE. 4 
My preſent ſituation at Parts is too tur- 3 1 
- bulent for a philoſopher. Were vanity my 
foible, I muſt here be happier than a Cæſar. « - 
Triumph every-where attends my ſteps, 21 1 
France makes me forget all my ſufferings, > 
Here the people think nobly, freely, and 
magnanimouſly. Soon will the fetters be 
broken, and events ſucceed, that muſt aſto- 
niſh all Europe, and inſpire the wil of i imi- 1 
| tation. 4 e n but the! wn 24 


* ed, 1 
baye | B 


& b 
we waſted in Auſtria. There I did . 
and loft all: ingratitude was my reward, and 
never has any thing been done there for me. 
Still am I contending in vain againſt the 
plunderers of my property, and againſt the 
| mean principles and prejudices of my plod- 
3 ding, ſtupid and malevolent fellow: citizens. 
| El The greateſt misfortune of all is, that I muſt 
leave my well diſpoſed children in a climate 
* all the moſt dangerous to virtue and ho- 
* neſty, fettered as I am by the ſmallneſs * 
* that portion of my property which I have 
been able to ſnatch from the gripe of pecu- 
lation. I have only the duties of a father 
to fulfil, however; for, in a deſpotic coun- 
try, a citizen has no duties. From every 
appearance, 1 have nothing to hope. My 
75 | <5; eſtates are gone. I haye no cares but 
for tkoſe whom I have called into a melan- * 
choly exiſtence ; and theſe prevent my en- 
Jjoyment of the victory I have at length ob- 
tained, in the general e of * 
conduct. | 
«Dear Schell! we now 8 the lat 
ſeene of the parts we have had to act: and 
1 afluredly- Vſhalt not be- hifſed off the ſage 9 
B 3 2 Y : the 
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che juſt and diſcerning ATP IR idience. 
In general I have been approved, Ss; 

and pitied ; but I haye received no ſupport. - 
None but Britons throw their purſes on tbe 
ſtage to good actions ® : other nations con- 


tent themſelves with clapping and AA 


ing them. Throughout my whole life I 1 
have found only ne Schell. Many have 
been affiſted by me in their neceſſities: but 
from the great, who ſhould conſole, enrich, 
and reward thoſe who deſerve it, I bare 
never received any thing. e 
Let I repent neither; nor does bb. 
diſturb my peace: hat is neceſſary I know: . 


how to earn; 3 with what! 18 OY I can 
diſpenſe. 


FX 


Cc Of the eſtates mic 8 us in 1 | 4 


gary, my children will not eaſily recover 
any part, if, following my example, they 
: openly attack fraud with the arms of ene 
alone, and, like me, they ſhall never cringe. 
to obtain them. Thou, my dear Schell! "haſt 
5 0 but chy own wants to claim thy cares. 


Baron Teac appears to hoe viſited W 
mews-fair : : as we believe this i is not practiſed on 3 gh 


Britim theatre, 7 thoſe of Smithfteld. P. 
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Transfer them to me. Thou W 0 my 


heart to ſatisfy ben will Be my moſt 
pleaſing occupation. My hiſtory has led 


thouſands to pity thy fare: but of thoſe 


* 


thouſands not one has diſburſed a ſingle 


thinks, ſo acts the world. Thou, however, 


art more happy in thy ſituation than I am in 


penny to render it more comfortable. So 


mine; for | have the anxieties of a father. 


Let us finiſh our tragedy, without ſtooping 


to any harlequin tricks. Mine is performed 
at the theatres of London and Paris with ap- 
plauſe; whilſt I ſic ſmiling as a ſpectator. 


When we have both ceaſed to act on the 


world's ſtage, I hope to have much conver- 


ation with thee behind the curtain, reſpect- 


„ing the parts we have performed together; 
if ſouls can ſpeak without tongues, lips, and 


N es, and hear its ae, nerves. , 


Farewell! 5 


ce Ts ENCE,” : 


"Thus 1 my friend, whom 1 reported Send, 
is ariſen from the grave, and now actually 
an * ben in a e n a 
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An avaricious - bookſeller og Paris hes 
pred a Life of Schell; and a volume of his 


poems, for the ſake of getting mot 
declare, however, ont my honour, that Schell 
knows nothing of either; and that they are 


a hodge-podge of ſtupidity, calumny, and 
falſchood; His ſuppoſititious poems are th 
productions of ſome blockhead; and the 


book he has inſerted this poor man's will. 
in which are bequeathed whole caſkets of 


diamonds, ſtones of immenſe valoe, ample I 
legacies, and vaſt, ſums of money. From 
my heart I wiſn thar Schell were ſo wealthy 


and that the patriareh of all  enfigns could 


nurſe his old age on a convenient W is 


without having to care for the neceſſaries of 


life if he ſhould become an invalid. 


The worthy man is {till alive, oy they 
who, affected by his fate, wiſh to comfort 


his old age, may find dich at Turin. Schell 


wants no palace; he needs neither man- cο P? 74 
nor valetdeichagtticet : hoot at his time of life 

he deſerves eaſe, and freedom from cate. 
For riches he was never anxious: but hne 
2 5 VOL, III. Gael „ ie . 
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| weight of years cruſbes the ſprings of acti- 


= 
1 
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thought hos: little wh * 2 NY when the! 


 vity; and the helpleſs deſlitute grey-beard, 
without friend,” without country, without 
ſupport in his neceflities, / feels the -pinch of 
want, and languiſhes in penury. The poſſi- 
bility that ſuch may be his fate pains me to 
the heart, ſince it is not in my power to do 
for him what I would: and the villainous 
- bookſeller, who | has injured him by his ca- 
- Jumnies, will certainly beſtow on him no 
Part of that money which he has ſwindled 
from the purſes of the curious Parifians. - 
Our laws puniſh not ſuch thieves, who en- 
nch chemſelves at the expence of worthy 
From bookſellers and ſcandalous pi 
rates I myſelf have experienced no better 


— 


